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The Academy Approaches a Key Milestone

t the helm of the Academy for almost

three years now, Professor Gillian
Choa has already faced a variety of major
challenges, first off being to combat the
pandemic; in spite of such unprecedented
obstacles, the Academy has been taken
to the next level under her leadership.
One of Hong Kong's developmental goals
in recent years is to function as a nexus
for cultural exchange between the East
and the West. The Academy plays a
pivotal role in this by nurturing world-
class creative talents and continues to
promote performing arts education of the
highest standard.

"The Academy is about to complete its
10-year Strategic Plan, drawn up in 2013,"
Professor Choa notes. "We are now
planning for the next decade. In doing so,
we set our sights not only on the next 10
years, but also the next 10 to 20. Our aim
is to enable as well as influence Hong
Kong's arts and cultural development
way beyond the present."
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Academy Director
Professor Gillian Choa
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The Academy ranked as the top institution in Asia in the QS
World University Rankings for performing arts, its fifth year in
a row in pole position, and No.13 worldwide early this year.
Professor Choa points out that, given most of the top
rankers are world-renowned institutions with long histories,
the Academy has outdone itself as a tertiary institution in Asia
that is barely 40 years old. Hong Kong has long occupied an
important position in the international cultural arena, as a city
where Eastern and Western cultures blend. The Academy
leverages this historical edge to provide students with a
diverse, cross-disciplinary learning environment.

In devising its next 10-year plan, the Academy uses the
National 14" Five-Year Plan as a guide while also
complementing efforts from the Hong Kong Government
to develop Hong Kong into an East-meets-West centre for
international cultural exchange. In last year's Policy Address,
the Academy was delegated important tasks. These include
its pivotal role as a performing arts educational hub for Hong
Kong and the Greater Bay Area (GBA), which will necessitate
the establishment of an additional campus in the Northern
Metropolis. The Academy was also directed to boost the
proportion of non-local students.

Casting a Wide Net for Talents

It is said that change is the only constant. For educators,
that means they must cast their view far and wide in
terms of teaching theory, while keeping their base close to
home in the cultivation of new performing arts talents, the
next generation of artists who will push boundaries.
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Professor Choa attended the presentation ceremony of "For Our
Future Scholarship" to show support to our School of Theatre
and Entertainment Arts student, Aria Leung Hoi-ching, and other
outstanding young people. EHIHEBHE TBIBARIEESE) 8
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Professor Choa served as a guest speaker at the Ming Pao
Forum on strategies for nurturing talents for the centre of
cultural exchange. BHUZREARRIE THBEIALR L BEFIN
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To aid the Academy's expansion, Professor Choa notes
that, with the support of the Government, the Academy is
now conducting studies concerning an additional campus
in the Northern Metropolis.

"We aim to expand the scale of the additional campus," she
explains. "For example, we hope to include living quarters for
overseas students, exchange students and resident artists,
allowing visiting scholars to stay in Hong Kong for a longer
period to teach as well as research. This will fortify the
Academy's interaction between students, staff and artists
from around the world, and in turn elevate the Academy's
status in the international arena."

The Academy has been reforming its programmes in
recent years in an attempt to make the best use of its
Wanchai campus. Professor Choa believes that the
additional campus will provide much-needed space for
programme development over the course of the next 10
to 20 years. She hopes the campus will also house leisure
and exercise facilities, basic amenities commensurate with
other local universities.

"Our students and teachers are known for their intensive
schedules," she says. "Accessible sports and recreation
amenities will hopefully encourage them to maintain
healthier and more balanced lifestyles."

The Academy famously sets great store by practical
experience. Since life regained its normality post-Covid, the
Academy has organised numerous trips to the GBA for
exchange with local artists. The Greater Bay Area Youth
Orchestra (GBAYO), founded in 2022, received founding
sponsorship from the Swire Group to foster cultural exchange
across the region, and to provide young musicians with
professional training and coaching, with the aim of building a
platform for top-flight classical orchestral performances.
The GBAYO held its debut concert tour at the Academy in
Hong Kong, as well as in Macau, Shenzhen and Guangzhou
successfully in August.

"I hope to see more partnerships with art groups and
tertiary institutions from the Mainland and Macau,"
Professor Choa says. "Recently, such exchanges have
mainly been focused on Music and Drama. | would like to
see these expand to all our six disciplines in the short term."

Professor Choa says that her long-term plan is to establish
or uncover specialised feeder secondary schools in the
GBA because she believes that the earlier performing arts
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Xinhua News Agency mterwewed Professor Choa

in early August. FTERLR N\B AR EHE -
Source %R : Xinhua News Agency #iZEtt

Professor Choa attended the graduation
ceremony of The Hong Kong Chinese
Women's Club Hioe Tjo Yoeng Primary
School. BHIE BRI HER AT
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Professor Choa was featured in a short video "Hello
from Hong Kong" on International Women's Day.
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talents are cultivated, the better. "My dream is for the
Academy to have one high school in Hong Kong and one
in the Mainland in the future where teachers and students
of the schools would be able to engage in active exchange,
and eligible graduates could then enter the Academy
directly," she points out. "That would be beneficial to
nurturing more performing arts talents in the region."

A New Chapter for the Six Schools

The six Schools of the Academy are ready for fresh
challenges ahead. While she was Dean of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts (TEA), Professor Choa implemented
reforms in the School, particularly in multimedia learning
and application. As the Academy's art-technology engine
room, TEA has launched a Collective Media Atelier (CMA)
for research and practice in immersive media for live
performance. The Atelier has been used to workshop for
the School's productions in recent years.

"In the past, Cantonese was the primary language of Hong
Kong drama," Professor Choa says. "But in this new era, we
need to maintain an international outlook, and therefore our
productions should not be bound by a single language. Co-
productions are the new trend." The School of Drama will
look to enhance cooperation with different art groups and
stage works in Putonghua in the Mainland.

Besides, the various Schools have been launching new
projects. For instance, the School of Dance has been
running the Gifted Young Dancer Programme for some
years, while the School of Chinese Opera introduced their
Cantonese Opera Youth Programme last year. Additionally,
the School of Music has travelled to Shenzhen, Guangzhou
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Professor Choa served on the panel of judges for the Performing
Artist category of the SCMP Student of the Year Awards 2022/23.
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and Shanghai for performances and exchange. "In the
future, the School of Music may add contemporary music to
its curriculum to enhance students' exposure to different
genres while maintaining a solid classical foundation,"
Professor Choa says.

Hong Kong film has been experiencing a renaissance in
recent years, which partly demonstrates that the work of
the School of Film and Television is coming to fruition.
Numerous celebrated Academy alumni, including Jack
Ng, Sunny Chan, Mak Tin-shu, Lam Sum and Ho Cheuk-
tin, are not only making an impact as filmmakers but also
creating synchronicity as they collaborate. "The School's
emphasis on innovation, cross-disciplinarity and
connection with industry is certainly matured and paying
off," Professor Choa believes.

Capturing Hong Kong's Essence

The Academy leverages Hong Kong's unique culture and
history to construct a free space for creativity. Professor
Choa encourages young performing artists to see
internationalism through the lens of Chinese and Asian
cultures. "Through their work, young artists could hold a
mirror up to their own culture and strike a chord with
audiences from backgrounds different from their own,"
she points out. "It is in doing so that they find their own
voice and style."

The Academy will celebrate its 40" anniversary next year.
It has completed consultations for its 10-year Strategic
Plan running from 2024 through 2033. The Plan builds on
the Academy's achievements of the past decade and has
the intention to continue to cultivate students' capacity for
interdisciplinary as well as international collaboration and
develop their skills in art technology; all the while
promoting social inclusion and attracting more internships
and employment opportunities in response to the needs
of society and the industry.

The six Schools have also planned a series of anniversary
events, a highlight of which will be a large-scale musical
involving all six Schools. However, Professor Choa is so far
tight-lipped about what will be presented. "Though | can't
reveal too much detalil at this stage, | can say with certainty
that it will be an exciting work incorporating diverse cultural
and artistic elements. We hope to launch a very happy
celebratory year full of meaningful surprises in 2024." &
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Professor Choa was invited to attend The Hong Kong Jockey
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Ms. Vivian Kwok Establishes " Stephen Kwok Memorial Fund"
to Support Students of School of Dance

BE=L ML TFRtHERAT:

The Academy is honoured to receive a generous donation
from Ms. Vivian Kwok to establish the "Stephen Kwok
Memorial Fund". The Fund will help students of the School
of Dance to participate in enrichment activities and initiate
special dance education and community projects.

The Donation Ceremony was held on July 7 with the
presence of Ms. Vivian Kwok, Mr. Charles Kwok, Mr.
Chapman Ngan, Deputy Director (Administration) of the
Academy, Professor Anna CY Chan, Dean of Dance, and
guests of the Hong Kong Dance Federation and the Hong
Kong Ballet Group.

Mr. Chapman Ngan expressed his gratitude to Ms. Kwok
for her generous support in establishing the Fund. During
his speech, Mr. Ngan praised Mr. Stephen Kwok for his
tremendous contribution to the development of the dance
industry and dance education in Hong Kong.

Ms. Vivian Kwok's late father, Mr. Stephen Kwok, was one
of the founders of the Hong Kong Dance Federation and
the Hong Kong Ballet Group, and was dedicated to
expediting dance development and supporting dance
education in Hong Kong. Ms. Vivian Kwok was pleased to
support the School with the establishment of the Fund to
continue her father's legacy and his support for dance
education in partnership with the Academy. &

(Right) Mr. Chapman Ngan, Academy Deputy Director (Administration),
presented a souvenir to Ms. Vivian Kwok and (left) Mr. Charles Kwok in
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(From second left) Mr. Charles Kwok, Ms. Vivian Kwok, Mr. Chapman
Ngan, Academy Deputy Director (Administration), and Professor
Anna CY Chan, Dean of Dance, with two recipients of the Stephen
Kwok Memorial Fund. (£Z#E)ZR &5tk ~ HEER T ~ BEESIR
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Six Students Awarded "The Society of APA 'Student Of The Year' Award 2022/23"
ANIBEE 12022/23 BESRRETFERHA MR

"The Society of APA 'Student Of The Year' Award" was established in 2021 with a generous donation from The Society of
the Academy for Performing Arts (SAPA). As one of the most elite scholarships of the Academy; it is awarded annually to the
top Bachelor's Degree student from each of the six Schools. Recipients of the Award are selected based on their outstanding
academic achievement and demonstration of prominent artistic talents and they are named "SAPA Scholars". Congratulations
to the following six outstanding students for being awarded the scholarship in the 2022/23 academic year.
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It is an honour to have received the Award for two consecutive years. Receiving this Award has allowed me
to focus on my major studies and has also encouraged me to continue pursuing a second degree in the
School of Music. Learning a new form of performing art is not an easy task, but the love and support from
SAPA and the School of Chinese Opera gave me the courage to explore different musical languages on the
Sanxian. | am committed to doing my utmost to pursue further studies in performance arts.
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The Award has alleviated the financial burden on my family and encouraged me to continue pursuing my
dream of becoming a professional dancer in a dance company after graduation. The Award has also enabled
me to broaden my horizons by participating in different dance courses and productions, thus equipping me
with the skills to become a better dancer and performer. Once again, | would like to thank SAPA for their
thoughtfulness and generosity. | am committed to working hard to achieve my goal.
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It is an honour for me to receive this Award which provides heartening support for my studies in performing
arts. With this support | will be able to grasp more opportunities, taking part in more plays and productions,
and developing my artistic sense. This will help my career, as | aspire to be a resident actress in Hong
Kong. | would also love to become a theatre maker and drama educator, and to contribute what | have
learnt to the local performing arts industry.
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This Award provides important support as | pursue a career in multimedia production. | will make good use of
this Award in acquiring editing and photography equipment, which will be essential as | practise the
knowledge and skills | have gained in my career in the multimedia profession. This achievement has not only
reassured me that my career path is supported and encouraged by others, but also taught me the
importance of supporting and helping others whenever possible. | am grateful to SAPA for their support to
students. The selfless contribution of SAPA has taught me the value of giving back and helping others, and |
hope to use my skills and resources to make a positive impact on my community.
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FEATAR TR RN E) - WA EAEAER B CRTEMIRRAE - Rt BNt ARSI 2

The Award not only provides crucial financial support but also gives me the motivation to pursue my musical
dreams. My ultimate goal is to become a versatile musician, performing in orchestras and chamber groups,
and sharing music with diverse audiences. | hope to use my skills and passion to make a positive impact on
the world through music. Receiving this Award is a tremendous honour for me, and | will always cherish the
support and encouragement that SAPA has given me as | continue my musical journey.
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As a Year 4 student specidlising in stage and event management, | aspire to work in the theatre and concert
industries after graduating from the Academy and to pursue my dream of becoming an art director. The Award has
inspired me to use my talent and skills for the benefit of others. My jouney at the Academy has been both fruitful
and life-changing, and | am eager to apply the knowledge and experience | have gained to give back to society.
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KI'he Society of the Academy for Performing Arts BZ& Rk Hit \

Established in 1989, The Society of the Academy for Performing Arts (SAPA) is a non-profit charitable organisation. Its main objectives are to promote
and foster awareness of the role of the Academy and to assist and support the Academy in its educational role. As the major supporter of the Academy,
SAPA is committed to nurturing future generations of the best and brightest performers and technical artists in Hong Kong. Since its inception, SAPA has
raised much-needed funds to support scholarships and development initiatives of the Academy. SAPA has been one of the major scholarship donors of
the Academy since 1990, supporting both local and non-local student excellence in performing arts. As a result of SAPA's efforts, countless students have
been able to pursue their dreams and make meaningful contributions to the performing arts industry in Hong Kong and beyond.
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Sunset Concert 2023: inst.
B&S4%4% 2023: inst.

15.7.2023 . - ’
The Academy Rita Tong Liu\Dramé Theatre
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Sunset Concert 2023 is the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts' premier platform for emerging artists and local
musical talents. The student production team had curated a lineup that integrated lighting, sound, visual, and technical
design to create a truly immersive instrumental experience. Let the music speak to the audience and take them on a
journey where words fail to express the emotions and feelings they hold within, and let the music speak to their soul.
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TEA Graduate Exhibition 2023: Spotligh

15.7.2023 - 6.8.2023

Academy Ground Floor Pain;grg'
Corner, Academy Studio Theatre "
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"The TEA Graduate Exhibition is a celebration of the growth
and achievements of our BFA students over their four years
of study. The fundamental essence of the Theatre and
Entertainment Arts disciplines is bringing ideas to life, and
the works on display here represent how our graduates
have created manifest works across diverse styles, art
forms and media, developing their distinct identities as
artists, managers and technologists. | hope visitors to our
exhibition enjoy the high calibre of our graduates' works
and share the School's pride as these talented young
practitioners begin their professional careers."

- Jim McGowan, Acting Dean of
Theatre and Entertainment Arts

[SICEERWIS iroduced by the students of Theatre Design
Department, Technical Production & Management Department
and Media Design & Technology Department from the School of
Theatre and Entertainment Arts.
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The Academy and Swire Orchestrate Inclusion through
GBAYO Debut Concert
REDREF AL EEES TKEEFFEZLE) 8F
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Established and directed by the Academy with the support of the Swire Group as Founding Patron, the Greater Bay
Area Youth Orchestra (GBAYO) made its debut on August 11, 2023 at the Hong Kong Jockey Club Amphitheatre of the
Academy. Officiating guests included Mr. Liu Guangyuan, Deputy Director of the Liaison Office of the Central People's
Government in the Hong Kong SAR; Professor Douglas So Cheung-tak BBS JP, Acting Council Chairman of the
Academy; Ms. Michelle Li, Permanent Secretary for Education of the HKSAR; Professor Gillian Choa, Director of the
Academy; Mr. Merlin Swire, Chief Executive Officer of John Swire & Sons Limited, and Mr. Guy Bradley, Chairman of Swire
Pacific Limited.

GBAYO s the first dedicated initiative for young musicians in the region established by the Academy. It aims to enhance
interaction among young talents in the GBA and encourage cultural exchange. Four concerts in a row have been
successfully concluded in Hong Kong, Macau, Shenzhen and Guangzhou, bringing a thriling musical feast to everyone.

GBAYO was established in July 2022 by the Academy, in partnership with the Xinghai Conservatory of Music and the
Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra Association, supported by Swire Group as the Founding Patron. It strives to be one of
the top youth orchestras globally with the vision of elevating the musical standard in the region. Professor Gilian Choa said,
" would like to take this opportunity to especially thank Swire Group for generously supporting the debut concert tour as
the founding patron of GBAYO. My heartfelt thanks also go to all sponsors and supporting partners including Shenzhen
Municipal Government, Bank of Communications, Lam Kin Chung Morning Sun Charity Fund and SJM Resorts S.A. for
their support of this debut tour. | am grateful to the Academy's partner institutes of GBAYO; namely, Xinghai Conservatory
of Music and The Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra Association for their contribution towards the success of this
collaboration. | would also like to express my gratitude to RTHK TV and RTHK Radio 4 for arranging recorded broadcast
of the Debut Concert, sharing the joy of music with the public at large."

Conducted by Sharon Choa, Head of Conducting and Cultural Leadership of the Academy, students from the three regions
were dedicated to the training. They built up rapport by performing selected music pieces, including Beethoven's Triple
Concerto, Dvorak's Symphony No.9 "From the New World", and Tan Dun's Internet Symphony "Eroica”.

Through music, the GBAYO helps young people from diverse backgrounds who have similar aspirations to pursue
their dreams together. The cooperation and support of all sectors of society is crucial to encouraging young people to
participate in cultural exchange and maintain the sustainable development of the GBA. &

. (From left) Ms. Michelle Li, Permanent Secretary for Education of
the HKSAR; Professor Gillian Choa, Director of the Academy;
Professor Douglas So Cheung-tak BBS JP, Acting Council
Chairman of the Academy; Mr. Liu Guangyuan, Deputy Director of
the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in the Hong
|| Kong SAR; Mr. Merlin Swire, Chief Executive Officer of John Swire &
Sons Limited and Mr. Guy Bradley, Chairman of Swire Pacific
Limited attended the GBAYO debut concert as officiating guests.
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88 young music talents from different cities across the GBA

gave a wonderful performance. /\-+/\{i.3k B A E&E Rl
MRS FHRIEREL

1 ACADEMY EVENTS IN OCTOBER ® e
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Academy Production: Interstage 2023 TEEBRYE : Interstage 2023 $200, $120 @

- Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

HiE ZHAEEE RN AL LA RFTE R www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

The School of Music hosts different concerts every month, with students taking part in a wide range of solo, chamber music, orchestral
and choral activities. For more details on the concerts, please visit: https://www.hkapa.edu/music/event

S4#BRrEHNSERABLERHNES « E4 - EZRENSIEETRE - FEFEAE | https:/www.hkapa.edu/tch/music/event
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AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre @ The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
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?}, The Hong Kong Academy A
Performlng Arts
% PR AR\ Y\

CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
BEAHREXEEMRI T N DN - B R R B

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN FEBRSBRZISESERESRNERE - BB T &
+ Campus Development iR E2&fZ (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion 3] : 18 S2ECE - REER)
« Students Development £ 85 (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 4 : ##£35 RENEES)

+ Cultural Exchange 37443557 (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 30 : RETYE ~ 357512)

+ Arts and Technology Ei7£2R447 (e.g. Performing arts projects / research {) : FRBMTIES / %)

Donation Amount BEE5E

SUPPORT US % 1538 &

\

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ ]HK$1,000 [ ] Other Hfty HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS ERAQ*&

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASUEIB2E e/ T/ RN/ HUR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BB AMR QR ARG :

Address it :
Tel B33 : Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 7§ 3B S 2R E L BE i)
Signature 2552 : Date A :

REMARKS &5

« Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts’”.
- IBIBHE1007TE M B B IURFHORAE -
- FEZRBEDBGLE  FOEBESSTITE %  SEEESRBREW -
- XRBEFER (BERESk, -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WESH > FNNEE (852) 2584 8729 S EHE dev@hkapa.edu ERIBRERHIA -

Personal Information Collection Statement U@ A & 4263

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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