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The Academy Chl nese Opera Gongs Elglel Drums Pearl Bay was directed

Professor Ying's story began in the Zhejiang Kungu Opera
Troupe. She first familiarised herself with the art form at the
age of 15, and went on to win numerous awards in her
youth. In the 1980s, she settled down in Hong Kong. She
joined the Academy as an instructor on the Chinese opera
programme in 2007. Two years later, she reached a
professional peak by winning the highest honour in the
Chinese theatre performing arts, the Plum Blossom Award.
Professor Ying has blossomed alongside the School of
Chinese Opera, too. A woman used to wearing many hats
- Associate Professor, Kunqu actress and Chinese opera
adjudicator, among others - she has been promoting the
revival of Kunqu for over five decades. Her efforts have
birthed both a wondrous career and a wonderful life.

Professor Ying was born in Hangzhou, Zhejiang, to parents
who were opera fans. As a child, she learnt to play the
pipa; she also loved to sing and dance. Later she
apprenticed at the Zhejiang Kungqu Opera Troupe. Kunqu
opera is an ancient and elegant form of Chinese opera
known for its exquisite singing style, ethereal dance moves
and beautiful diction. It enjoyed its heyday between the
start of the reign of Emperor Jigjing of the Ming dynasty to
the end of the tenure of the Emperor Qianlong of the Qing
dynasty. After that, it went into a decline, and almost met its
demise during the Cultural Revolution.

The Zhejiang Kungu Opera Troupe resumed recruiting what
it calls the Xiu generation of entrants in 1978. Professor
Ying was among its most brilliant students. In 1982, she
won the Outstanding Little Hundred Flowers Award with
her role as Carp Fairy in The Eight Immortals Cross the
Sea. In 1985, her role as Ma Ying in General Fubo landed
her the First Prize for Young Performers.
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3 People Focus | A5

Shortly after getting married, Professor Ying moved to
Hong Kong to take care of her elderly parents-in-law. In
Hong Kong, she became a Putonghua voice dubber at
TVB, but Chinese opera was always on her mind. In her
spare time, she founded a school of Kunqu opera. One
day, a student informed her that the Academy was hiring
opera teachers. Without a second thought, she quit her job
of 18 years to join the Academy.

"The School of Chinese Opera was in the process of
recruiting a Dean, and the Bachelor's and Diploma
programmes hadn't yet been launched," she recalls. "I've
come a long way with the School. It wasn't always an
easy ride, but | feel tremendously honoured to have been
a part of it."

In 2009, at age 45, she took advantage of her last year of
eligibility to compete for the Plum Blossom Award. After
months of practice, her toil paid off. Her three highlight
pieces — Peony Pavilion: Strolling in the Garden, Butterfly
Dream: Matchmaking, and Journey to the West: Borrowing
the Magic Fan — won her the 24™ Plum Blossom Award.
The Biennial Award is considered the highest recognition
for theatrical actors in the Mainland. "Winning has had a
positive impact on me personally and professionally," she
states. "It has brought me more attention, as well as more
performance and collaboration opportunities - a real boost
to my career as an artist.”

Integration of the Essence of Traditional Chinese Opera
In 2013, the Academy launched the world's first accredited
four-year Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) Degree in Chinese
Opera, and Professor Ying later became an Associate
Professor teaching the performance of Chinese opera. She
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HIARHETER ©

MERRIT T B A - RS SRR
BIRSIEN W ERHBARE \ENREL
fe - MARERR - T HEBHHBREERERE
S+RRASURRROREN  RNSRMEE— K
B BREREE ARG
“EEAE CRETERNE  PESA—F2
B TOREBAIETEE | AR BREREE
KL (435 - B ~ (HRIEE - 36 (s
BE) SRFTREAE B - EER
PESLRRENRELAE  BRENEMEERS
B TEENEABHEENRRAEREYE
BRETFLET  AELRENAERE  E—HiR
B o
R 4 B
SRS E . HERES RN B
WIBL (48 ) BARE - MEMHAEELE (X
B ) MESESR TEEZE ) ERNES
FERRE - SBENESS B BEEE - flm (N
W3BE) « (EEAE) « (BEEE) 5 KEHS
A APER  BREEL  HERE SRR
£ OEREEMARET - Tl EERERARE
FLMAE— BN BLEREERALERE o
BETEERBBEERYS  EHEGRTRR
BREEES o MW SN EREAZ=+— B
EEESTEE TS EHFERNEENET

moE

Rehearsals for the Kunqu opera The Peony Pavilion with Wen
Yuhang ESEFHIERER (HAS) HULRBEHER o

transplanted the Kunqu works she had performed into
Cantonese opera, including The Eight Immortals Cross the
Sea, Princess of a Hundred Flowers, and The Peony Pavilion.
She infused her teaching with her insights into mise-en-scéne,
stage walk, mood changes, rhythm and movement. "Kunqu
actors pass their knowhow down from generation to
generation," Professor Ying notes. "Apprentices leam every skil
from their masters, not from books."

Although traditional opera has been undergoing a renaissance
in recent years, the path to true inheritance and revival is long
and challenging. Professor Ying was invited to be a final
adjudicator for the 31% Plum Blossom Award. She finds the
new generation of actors and spectators immensely inspiring.

"A small theatre accommodates some 200 spectators, and
traditionally, all of them, from the perspective of an actor,
are silver-haired," she jokes. "But when | was in Guangzhou
recently, | noticed that opera films that adapt classical
works such as Legend of the White Snake and Divine
Maiden Scattering Flowers for the screen are very popular.
They appeal to the young."

Professor Ying continues to perform annually in Hong Kong.
On December 29, 2023, she will star in Remembering Mr.
Koo Siu-sun — Kunqu Peony Opera Full-length in the Grand
Theatre of the Xiqu Centre in the West Kowloon Cultural
District. The evening's programme features a compilation of
55 highlights. Artists from Hong Kong, the Mainland and
Taiwan will star in the premiere, with Professor Ying in the
lead alongside her students from the Academy, Wen Yuhang
from Taiwan, and the Zhejiang Kunqu Opera Troupe.

With Dean of Chinese Opera Professor Martin Lau at the Academy.
BB h B T R BIBUR OB E B SR
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In today's fast-moving society, opera is often regarded as a
form of old and niche entertainment. Hence, how to
popularise the art form is something those in the field need
to consider. Professor Ying has three main suggestions.

"First, there should be an emphasis on basic education,"
she says. "Many students became interested in Chinese
opera when brought to a show as kids. An early fascination
with the dazzling costumes and the sounds of the gongs
and drums is the first step to achieving resonance."

After the flame is lit, the next step is to provide young actors
with opportunities for performance and learning. "The four-
year programme ends rather quickly," she notes. "What a
waste if graduates have nowhere to perform! | hope the
Hong Kong government can build more platforms to let
young people engage in and experience opera, and gain
the confidence to pass it down."

The last point is to encourage innovation on top of a base
of respect for tradition. Professor Ying believes that younger
generations should be permitted and motivated to innovate
and experiment, so opera can continue to grow and
rejuvenate. Take water sleeves, for example, the silk
extensions to garment sleeves worn by actors. "The water
sleeves of the past were very short," she points out.
"They've become longer and longer, which is beautiful
when the actor moves. Even beauty standards need to
grow with the times."

Staged earlier this year, the Academy Chinese Opera Gongs
and Drums — Pearl Bay was a work of art that gave equal
importance to innovation and quality. Using respect for and
protection of nature as its guiding creative principle, the work
couples an allusion to the historical tale The Return of the
Pearl with an in-depth portrait of an aquatic tribe's love of the
homeland that their ancestors toiled to build.

Shortly after the interview, Professor Ying would fly to
Taiwan to rehearse The Peony Pavilion. "| rehearse even on
days off," she says with a laugh. "Granted, I've performed it
many times, but practice makes perfect." Professor Ying
has devoted half her life to Kungqu and half to teaching. She
has done so not only for passion and ambition, but also for
preserving an art and passing on the dream. &

B T EREEMREMIHEITITEENRERES
ERHEMRBRNE—F o |

BMETKE > TS RAFEESRUELELMNE
E#eg "MERBRRTE  MREBXEIBED
FTREARREE  FEEBBNAREBREESLT
B BFRAHNSSEMEREM - |
SEEHBAN  TEEERNER L AR
B AHEMETRIFMER - (LB R
BHAEE o DUK#AG - T RINKMWRE » BT
BREAKRDR FHERRER > FEFENLEH
R o

FUNENEER M (BHNE —B%E) hE—
AT KELENEMIER  LBEBAR - RE
BRARAEMRE £E5RE LB BHRNER R
ERELUB*RENARKEHEESENE F B
THBE -

FEERE MEMS LERIGERSE (HH
=Y o MhSEER ¢ T HIMBRE R IR - ERNEBRL KX
BEEFAGHELET - ) MW FLEEREL ¥
AERBE RLAKZEC - BRESEMEI -
BRE2—MEMN I T —REESE - &

ACADEMY NEWS ;REi#&#fl | NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2023 ISSUE

Dr. Gordon Munro Appointed as Deputy Director (Academic)
XEiRETHETESEZE2REIRE (247

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA) is
pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Gordon Munro
as Deputy Director (Academic) with effect from October 9,
2028.

Dr. Munro is an experienced administrator in higher educational
institutions, particularly in the field of conservatoires. With
over two decades of leadership experience, he received
professional music training in Scotland, obtaining a Bachelor's
degree (BEd Music) with first-class honours from the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland, as well as a Doctor of Philosophy
from the University of Glasgow.

Dr. Munro brings extensive expertise in steering academic and
curriculum development in performing arts institutions. For the
past eight years, he dedicated himself to the role of Director
of Music at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, a globally
recognised institution renowned for its excellence in performing
arts education and research. Dr. Munro played a pivotal and
instrumental role in leading curriculum reform at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland, making significant contributions
to shaping its programmes. Prior to that, he held the position
of Head of the Conservatory of Music and Drama at Dublin
Institute of Technology (now TU Dublin) in Ireland.

From 2015 to 2021, Dr. Munro served as a board member
and later became the chair of the board of MusiQUE, the
European quality assurance agency for music in higher
education. He has also contributed his expertise to the lboard
of EQ-Arts, a quality assurance agency for creative and
performing arts and design, and has undertaken numerous
reviews of performing arts institutions.

Professor Gillian Choa, Director of the Academy, says, "l would
like to welcome Dr. Munro to our Academy community. | very
much look forward to working with him, and | am sure his

Academy Deputy Director
(Academic)

Dr. Gordon Munro
HESREIRE (21)
X E it

Photo credit 87 %R :
©RCS-Robbie McFadzean

extensive experience, expertise and international connections
will make a very positive and valuable contribution to the
Academy." &
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Lincoln Center

Chamber Music Series

Viola Clarinet
Paul Neubauer Jose Franch-Ballester

Cello

David Finckel

Violin

Chad Hoopes

Building an Interdisciplinary, Intercultural and Internationalised
Campus with Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
FEARZ2RAMSROEREGSRTFES
B2 - BX{ERERCRE

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts is pleased
to bring to the Hong Kong community the Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center (CMS), featuring some of the
world prestigious chamber musicians of the CMS which will
present celebrated works of Beethoven, Brahms, Dvorak,
Debussy, Adolphe, Jalbert, Shostakovich, Webber and Faure
on November 29, December 1 and 2, 2023 at the Academy
Concert Hall.

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, is one of eleven
constituents of the largest performing arts complex in the
world, The Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. CMS
has its home in Alice Tully Hall, the finest hall in the world for
chamber music. Under the inspired leadership of Co-Artistic
Directors David Finckel and Wu Han, CMS presents a wide
variety of concert series and educational events for listeners
of all ages, appealing to both connoisseurs and newcomers.
In 2012, they were named Musical America's Musicians of
the Year.

HHREBRMBMAE P LERNLBS (CMS) KB
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BEMAEBKE - ZRFREAIZEET - CMS A%
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S| EFRUB FRBRAEE » —F—_F_ ABWE
B & 4esE (Musical America) A tFREE S42K o

I Co-Artistic Directors DAVID FINCKEL, Cello | WU HAN, Piano
"Mr. Finckel and WU Han gave eloquent and deeply committed
performances. He played with a deep and burnished tone and
she with a sparkling virtuosity. Best of all was how keenly they
listened to each other." - The New York Times

I CHAD HOORPES, Violin

American violinist Chad Hoopes is a 2017 recipient of Lincoln
Center's Avery Fisher Career Grant and appeared as the cover
feature on the November 2021 edition of The Strad.

I JOSE FRANCH-BALLESTER, Clarinet

Clarinetist Jose Franch-Ballester is a captivating performer
of "poetic eloguence" (The New York Sun) and "technical
wizardry" (The New York Times).

| KRISTIN LEE, Violin

A recipient of the 2015 Avery Fisher Career Grant, as well as a
top prize winner of the 2012 Walter W. Naumburg Competition
and the Astral Artists' 2010 National Auditions.

I PAUL NEUBAUER, Viola

Violist Paul Neubauer has been called a "master musician”
by The New York Times. He recently made his Chicago
Symphony subscription debut with conductor Riccardo Muti.

8 pm Wednesday, November 29, 2023

After hearing the performance of a now-storied clarinet
virtuoso, Brahms came out of retirement to write the clarinet
trio featured on this concert. The programme opens with
Beethoven's Piano Trio in E-flat major, Op. 1, No. 1 - the work
he chose to announce himself to the music world - and closes
with an exuberant Dvorak piano quartet.
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8 pm Friday, December 1, 2023

CMS's Artistic Directors take the spotlight in this special
concert, opening with Debussy's iconic Cello Sonata. Classics
of the cello-piano repertoire by Brahms and Shostakovich
altemate with pieces written for David and Wu Han by two of
today's leading composers, Bruce Adolphe and Pierre Jalbert.
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8 pm Saturday, December 2, 2023

This programme begins with Besthoven's Ghost Trio, reportedly
inspired by the witches' scene from Macbeth, and continues
with Weblber's virtuoso showpiece for clarinet accompanied
by string quartet. Faure's Piano Quartet No. 1, an early-
career masterpiece, tells an emotional story of heartbreak and
affirnation.
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2024/25
Undergraduate and PRINCIPAL’S

Post-Secondary Programmes
PIRABBE RECOMMEN!DATION SCHEME
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For Undergraduate and Post-Secondary Programmes in Academic Year 2024/25

BEIRAXERE

Principals are invited to recommend secondary school students with distinguished achievements
in performing arts to apply for admission to the Academy

BEETERREBEREEM LEALRANEE  RREFBEESR
A maximum of 6 nominations* for each secondary school Lo = 9
ERENRARSANUBEEDEETE

Waiver of application fee

kI

Guaranteed audition / interview

R AT 2 BFE R

* Only one recommendation can be made for each School of the Academy, namely School of
Chinese Opera, Dance, Drama, Film and Television, Music, and Theatre and Entertainment Arts.
5 - SEEER EHBHER - F rm%[]mx:l&?*ﬂﬁg
— B o

How to identify talents? WMk BIBEANF ?

“Principal’s Recommendation Scheme” website introduces the abilities, training
and experiences applicants should possess for reference.
Visit our website for more information.

F&E?’Eﬁutﬂ WU RERES DR RFERFEBOED - JIRAERE
» B E o ERIRTEARYE T MRS o Leag Mc%:e
THE

Academic Programme
Highlights Website >>

BREREY

Chinese Opera | Dance | Drama | Film & Television | Music | Theatre & Entertainment Arts
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ACADEMY EVENTS IN DECEMBER
ﬁﬁggﬁﬁyfﬁﬁﬁﬁ @ DRAMA DANCE

541 £EI5

Academy Drama: Trust
REER : (B0
$95, $80 (M), $50(B) @ @&

Academy Dance: School of Dance Fall Performances
REE EERRHMERN
$115, $80, $100(M), $70(M), $55(B) ® @

Academy Drama: Trust
REER : (B0
$95, $80 (M), $50(B) @ @&

Academy Drama: Juliet and Romeo
REER  (REEEETE)
$105, $70, $90 (M), $60(M), $50(B) .@

4 g{ $
&\:\\N\ Academy Dance: School of Dance Fall Performances Academy Drama: Juliet and Romeo

R AR ERET REER : (GREERETE)
$115, $80, $100(M), $70(M), $55(B) © @& : $105, $70, $90 (M), $60(M), $50(B) @ &

Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
EERHHERE SRR LSRR : www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

The School of Music hosts different concerts every month, with students taking part in a wide range of solo, chamber music, orchestral
and choral activities. For more details on the concerts, please visit: https://www.hkapa.edu/music/event

S4#BREHNSERABLERHNES =4 - EZRENSIEEEE - F1EFEAE | https:/www.hkapa.edu/tch/music/event

VENUE £t KEY zTf#

AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre @ The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event

HEBREREZE BRI i RasEkRe e

AL Academy Lyric Theatre (B) Full-time students, senior citizens aged 65 or above, people with disabilities
TEEE TR B 2H4I24 65 RS LER BRAL

AU Academy Studio Theatre (M) Members of SAPA and Academy Alumni Association
TEEE BB BERETNEERAERE

REMARKS f& 3+ EE

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule E "l

should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest .-

announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or email vp@hkapa.edu. 1£ arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
AFUTENE - aBEFTRIE) . EFE N B EN RRFER Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for further details.

L F T P} 2584 8514 3 ATERARIE &

vp@hkapa.edu [&); IR 2584 8633 =X EEL vp@hkapa.edu L2570 E G SR I o
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CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
BEAHREXEEMRI T N DN - B R R B

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN FEBRSBRZISESERESRNERE - BB T &
+ Campus Development iR E2&fZ (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion 3] : 18 S2ECE - REER)
« Students Development £ 85 (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 4 : ##£35 RENEES)

+ Cultural Exchange 37443557 (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 30 : RETYE ~ 357512)

+ Arts and Technology Ei7£2R447 (e.g. Performing arts projects / research {) : FRBMTIES / %)

Donation Amount BEE5E

SUPPORT US % 1538 &

\

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ ]HK$1,000 [ ] Other Hfty HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS ERAQ*&

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASUEIB2E e/ T/ RN/ HUR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BB AMR QR ARG :

Address it :
Tel B33 : Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 7§ 3B S 2R E L BE i)
Signature 2552 : Date A :

REMARKS &5

« Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts’”.
- IBIBHE1007TE M B B IURFHORAE -
- FEZRBEDBGLE  FOEBESSTITE %  SEEESRBREW -
- XRBEFER (BERESk, -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WESH > FNNEE (852) 2584 8729 S EHE dev@hkapa.edu ERIBRERHIA -

Personal Information Collection Statement U@ A & 4263

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.

SERBTECEET (BARY 3L #0)) - UFSREGEABNLRNEREE - Bl  BEARSREE TEFRBISORLNRDIRAE  BESFHKE (BABN G #61) - ERRRBALERZINEABNED
RS - BN - EWEHRNEZRSHERE - WISDREBREIERENEABRIE LABE - JEHZdevehkapaedu -




