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NITRODUCION

Located in Pokfulam, Béthanie was built by the Missions Etrangéres de Paris in 1875 and was used by them as a sanatorium for almost
a century. This heritage building was later used by The University of Hong Kong from 1978 to 1997, at which time it was returned to the
Government. In 2000, the Architectural Services Department commissioned a feasibility study to investigate the restoration and potential
adaptive uses of Béthanie.

In March 2003, the Legislative Council approved capital works funds for The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (the Academy) to
restore Béthanie and two neighbouring Dairy Farm cowsheds as its associated campus. The campus has helped relieve the shortage of space
encountered by the Academy in recent years.

The Academy appointed architect Mr Philip Liao to oversee the restoration of Béthanie. The renovation included reinstatement of the
original pitched roof. The restoration was completed in November 2006 and Béthanie has become the home of the Academy’s School of
Film and Television.

Béthanie and the adjacent historic Dairy Farm cowsheds, now known as the Wellcome Theatre, house two performance venues, an exhibition
hall, a chapel and a museum dedicated to Béthanie and its founders. This site is a landmark serving the local community and overseas
visitors. In addition to full-time Film/TV academic activities and part-time performing arts courses organised by the Academy, the museum
is open to the public and the chapel is used for church services and wedding ceremonies.

In 2013, the Government announced that the Antiquities Authority declared the Béthanie as a monument under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance. The Béthanie was also awarded an Honourable Mention at the 2008 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage Awards.
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HISTORY

]O&S THE FRENCH MISSION

The Missions Ftrangeres de Paris, or French Mission, first arrived in Asia in 1685. Under the devoted
efforts of Father Osouf and Father Charles Edmond Patriat, Béthanie was built between 1873 and 1875
as a sanatorium, a place for priests from all over Asia to rest and recover from tropical diseases before
returning to their missions.
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]673_]675 FIRST SANATORIUM IN FAR EAST

Béthanie was the first sanatorium in Hong Kong and the Far East. Its architect was Father Pierre Marie
Osouf, Head of the French Mission in Hong Kong at the time. The project took two years to complete,
despite the interruption of one of the worst typhoons in Hong Kong’s history.
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]675 FATHER PATRIAT

The Béthanie building was completed in 1875. Father Charles Edmond Patriat (1828-1887) was the
first Director of Béthanie. On the left side of the Chapel near the altar is a stone memorial to him. The
Latin inscription from Proverbs reads ‘The good man wins the favour of the Lord’.
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]660 DAIRY FARM

The two octagonal cowsheds near Béthanie were built by the Dairy Farm Company, founded in 1886 by
Sir Patrick Manson, a Scottish surgeon, and five Hong Kong businessmen. Their goal was to produce a
hygienic supply of milk and dairy products at affordable prices for the growing population of Hong Kong.

g T

HOE AR SR AT\ A T A A B 2E 05 2y ] o JLAUME AR BRAR B AS SbRHE AR SOB M B A A - i
M I R 2 2 B A I 4 R PR 7 U N 0 B2 L R B R R AL e 6 P 2 7 0 B W o

]Q4] WORLD WAR II

During World War II, Hong Kong was occupied by the Japanese. Béthanie was commandeered by
Japanese troops but after two days’ house arrest, the Fathers were allowed to leave and took refuge in the
nearby Taikoolau village until the end of the war. Following the 1949 Communist revolution in mainland
China, foreign missionaries were expelled and the French Mission’s role in Hong Kong was downsized.
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]Q74 SOLD TO HONGKONG LAND

Béthanie was sold to Hongkong Land in 1974 and had a demolition order hanging over its head for
five years. The Government resumed the site in 1975 and in 1981 Béthanie was declared a Grade II
listed building.
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]Q76 HKU PRESS

This heritage building was used by The University of Hong Kong from 1978 to 1997, at which time
it was returned to the Government. In 2000, a feasibility study was commissioned to investigate its
restoration and potential adaptive uses.
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]Q65 CLOSING OF THE COWSHEDS

In 1983, Dairy Farm decided to close down the Pokfulam farm. Cows were sold off to smallholders
and the cowboys pensioned off or redeployed into other arms of the Dairy Farm Company. Milk was
supplied from over the border.
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QOOS THE ACADEMY

In 2008, the Government allocated Béthanie and the neighbouring Dairy Farm cowsheds to The Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts. The Academy held a Ground Breaking Ceremony at Béthanie on
12 December 2003 and restoration began.

B A —Fr il R b
FI20034F » BORHHT 11K J0 I BRBE 4054 72 ML T 5 W W B B T B 47 12 12 P 9B 1

B+ ERREEETR -
QOOG RE-OPENING OF BETHANIE

After restoration, Béthanie houses the Academy’s School of Film and Television. In addition to the
academic facilities, it has two performance venues, an exhibition hall, a chapel and a museum.
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The Government announced that the Antiquities Authority declared the Béthanie as a
monument under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance. The Béthanie was also awarded
an Honourable Mention at the 2008 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage Awards.
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BETHANIE

The metal grilles on the front doors contain the letters ‘ME’ (see cover), standing for
‘Missions Etrangeéres’ or French Mission. Over the front door lintel is Béthanie’s motto,
a Latin inscription from St John’s Gospel — ‘Lord, the one whom you love is sick’.
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THE CHAPEL

The chapel is built in neo-Gothic style. Its stained glass windows were removed in 1974 when Béthanie
was sold. Nine of the original windows were found and restored, and the remaining ten windows were
replaced with replicas of the original designs with the generous support of St John’s Cathedral.
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THE MAIN ALTAR & CHAPEL DOORS

The original chapel main altar, reredos, communion rails and sacristy doors were returned on loan by
kind permission of the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong. Through the generous support of NWS Holdings,
the original chapel doors were restored and reinstated.
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GROUND FLOOR

The floor tiles in the ground floor corridor and in the chapel were probably imported from France. The
ground floor rooms are used as editing suites and recording studios.
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SIR Y K PAO STUDIO

The second floor was added in the 1960’s with a flat roof. It now houses the spectacular multifunction
Sir Y K Pao Studio, sponsored by Dr Helmut Sohmen and Professor Anna Pao Sohmen. In the restoration
process the original pitched (sloping) form was reinstated with a glazed roof.
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JACKIE CHAN SUITE

Also on the second floor is the Jackie Chan Suite, supported by the Jackie Chan Charitable Foundation, with a 70-seat screening room, an audio visual
room and a production design room. Although Béthanie retains its distinctive traditional architecture, it has been fully modernised to meet the needs of a
world-class film and television school.
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BNP PARIBAS MUSEUM (CONVERTED WINE CELLAR)

The basement was used as a wine cellar and dry goods store. Under the patronage of BNP Paribas,
this cellar was converted into a museum recording the history of Béthanie and of the French Mission’s
activities throughout Asia during the past three centuries.
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WELLCOME THEATRE (CONVERTED COWSHED)

Dairy Farm sponsored the conversion of two interconnected octagonal cowsheds into a modern theatre.
The first octagon is a foyer and exhibition area; the second is a performing space that can also be used
for seminars, film screenings and functions. The original octagonal roof and a milking stall have been
retained for visitors' appreciation.
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L SEARCH ...

In 2003, the HKSAR Government asked The Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts (the Academy) to project-manage the restoration of Béthanie,
an 1875 former French Mission sanatorium at Pokfulam, to be the new home
of our School of Film and Television. Naturally our first instinct was to preserve
and retain as far as possible the heritage features of the building.

However, we soon discovered that retro-fitting air-conditioning, fire services,
electrical distribution and lighting into a 130 year-old Grade II listed building
without destroying its aesthetic appeal was easier said than done, not to
mention satisfying the acoustic and technological specifications of film and
television training facilities. Little did we know at the time that the search
for missing features of the building would lead us to other continents ...

The architect of Béthanie, Fr Pierre-Marie Osouf, was the Head of the
French Mission in Hong Kong and was later appointed Archbishop of Tokyo.
His genius is evident in the beautiful neo-gothic Béthanie chapel which is
without equal in Hong Kong.

This perfectly proportioned space with its vaulted
ceilings and flying buttresses inspired us to strive
for the highest possible degree of historic accuracy
in its restoration, but our idealism was dampened
by the fact that many of the chapel’s components
had disappeared in 1974 when the French Mission
sold the building. It took three years of ‘detective’
work to track them down.

Nineteen stained glass windows had been removed
from the chapel after the sale of Béthanie, but
their whereabouts were unknown at the time we
were assigned the building. There were sightings
of Béthanie glass as far afield as the Franciscan
Fathers’ Studium Biblicum at Jardines’ Lookout
and the Church of St Bonaventure at Tsz Wan
Shan. Both buildings had lovely stained glass,
but they were the wrong shape and size to have
come from Béthanie. A tip-off from the Antiquities
and Monuments Office pointed us towards a
Government store, but its custodians advised us
that the windows in their care had come from a chapel in Central, and so
the trail went cold.

In early 2004, fresh enquiries led to Zetland Hall in Kennedy Road, where
we found seven stained glass windows of the same shape and size as the
bricked up window openings at Béthanie. Our interest rapidly increased when
we noticed the ‘fleur de lys’ motifs, suggesting French origin. We decided
then and there that if the original Béthanie windows couldn’t be found, we
would copy the Zetland Hall glass.

According to Mr Bruce Humphrey, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Zetland Hall, their windows had been discovered in crates in 1985 by an
architect working at Chi Fu Fa Yuen, just a few hundred metres from Béthanie.
As the glass was obviously quite old, it was taken into a Government store
for safekeeping. In 1998 the same architect was engaged by the Freemasons
to renovate Zetland Hall for its forthcoming 50th anniversary. The dining
hall design called for stained glass, and the Freemasons successfully applied
for permission to restore and use the glass in the Government store. Mr
Humphrey led us to the store where he recalled there were at least two more
windows from the same set. It was the very same store that we had previously
been advised had no Béthanie glass, but because of the conflicting provenance
we had no definitive proof that the entire set had come from Béthanie.
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In July 2005, Prof Alain Le Pichon, the French historian commissioned by
the Academy to research and write a book about the history of Béthanie,
returned from the French Mission Archives in Paris with around 200 historic
photographs of Béthanie and other French Mission subjects that he had
retrieved to illustrate the book. These photographs were an invaluable
reference for the restoration project, showing the various phases of the
building’s development. Among them were three photos taken inside the
Béthanie chapel in the 1950s or 1960s, that proved beyond any shadow of
doubt that the restored glass at Zetland Hall, and indeed the two windows
remaining in the Government store, were from Béthanie. The mystery was
solved.

We then began the delicate process of negotiating with the Freemasons
to return the Zetland Hall glass to its origins at Béthanie. Happily, Mr
Humphrey and his Board of Trustees embraced the spirit of our quest. The
two windows in the Government store were also restored and reinstalled,
including the remarkable Sacred Heart window centred above the altar. The
remaining ten windows that were either missing or
beyond repair have been replaced with duplicates
of the available designs to complete the set of 19
windows.

The photographs of the Béthanie chapel set us
two more challenges - they revealed a magnificent
altar and reredos which we subsequently located
in storage at a church in Tsuen Wan, and twelve
statues of the apostles above the altar, each
approximately 90cm high. Of these no trace
remained - even the corbels on which they were
standing had been removed and the mountings
plastered over. Neither the French Mission nor the
Catholic Diocese had any record of them.

Alain kindly agreed to telephone Fr Caminondo,
the Head of the French Mission in Hong Kong
at the time Béthanie was sold, to see if he had
any idea where the statues had been assigned.
This octogenarian missionary, now living with
his family in France, remembered giving a couple
of statues to The Sisters of Our Lady of the
Angels. Unfortunately, none of the Sisters had any

Undaunted, we enquired again whether they had any apostle statues at all. Lo
and behold - three statues, around 90cm high, were found in an art room at
one of their schools. They matched the archival photographs in every detail,
and with the kind permission of the school, the statues of St Matthew, St
Thomas and St Paul have been accurately replicated by the Academy’s props
department using a silicone molding technique.

Father Caminondo also remembered giving a statue to an architect working
for Leigh and Orange as a thank-you present for his work on the new French
Mission House. After a series of enquiries, the statue of St Peter was located
along with its retired owner in the USA. This statue has been reproduced
by copying from a photograph.

So, four statues have been found and eight are still at large at the time of
writing. The statues are distinctive in several respects - they are all 90cm
(3 feet) high, with an irregular octagonal base, upon which the name of the
saint is written in Latin in gothic script. On the back of each statue near the
base is the maker’s hallmark - a heart emanating rays of light.

Philip Soden

Béthanie Project Director and Associate Director (Operations) of
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

November 2006
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recollection of receiving statues from the French Mission.
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