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Leading by Learning
HARIBNE

or the Academy's new Dean of Drama, Jorge

Luis Cacheiro, leading always starts by
learning. His priority. is therefore to educate himself
on everything about the Academy, its students,
and the Hong Kong theatre, film, and television
industries that it serves.
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Dean of Drama
EBERRRE

Jorge directing in the city of his birth, Havana, Cuba. #:ZH H
ST EEEEERERIE o

Cuban-born, US-educated, and a prior resident of
numerous countries, Jorge has been swimming in cross-
cultural currents most of his life. But he sees Hong Kong as
one-of-a-kind place, a city with the potential to be a global
cultural centre. And he sees his new students, many of
them able to switch seamlessly between three languages,
as the embodiment of global artists and citizens.

"We have this triingual performer that can act in Cantonese,
Putonghua and English. You just don't see this anywhere
else in the world. These are the languages that represent the
largest storyteling industries in the world. So, it's crucial we
ask how we can embrace these abilities. | believe our
students are uniquely positioned to be employed in and
impact numerous markets while being cultural ambassadors
for Hong Kong and the Mainland.

Jorge thinks this is a huge advantage for the Academy
and the School of Drama. Today, the Academy already
stands out as a top-ranked institution for performing arts
training regionally, and internationally. But he warns, the
field is becoming ever-more competitive. "It's become like
sports teams looking for talent. You go everywhere to find
the most talented students and teachers. Academies
have become global and more internationalised." For
example, he says, drama schools in London go to the
Colombian capital, Bogota, to recruit students to study in
the UK. The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland goes to
Orange County, California, looking for students. And the
New York schools go all the way to the Mainland looking
for top talent. "We are all looking for the same thing:
exceptionally talented students to train, students who will

ACADEMY NEWS RZi#H | JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2024 ISSUE

REBENHE  EXBERZAEBT  SKEZEE
 REEB LRz EEE - TR - FE
LBEEEN > BRURABEEXXRL  BERNE
THMERTEMX = BREXEMRNQAR
OESS=1
"HMBEBRR=FANES  JLABE - LEET
REBEH  MEHAEMMSASEE - BLES
KEREE2BREANHRBFES  BRENKMAED
EMAHERELERR ? BREHRMANBERERY
B ALEANFTERS TG KHEENAM
HIXAEREE © 4
bR B ERNEZ BRI HESRZ2 2N EE 26
EREIE; %fﬂ: RESZRFACEIDMEIER
REBMEBR > ERHBFLLZEESR - A - FER
%E%E‘?\E’\Jﬁﬁ%‘& SARAME - " EESERF I
AT —K - BEIRBEEASENBENEM <
BREMERICLEEL - 5 MBEHFH - MHE
BEISRAET MR E &K RBERAE SR
THE  RRRE2RTELBRERMMERBE
NEBERIFAETERREAMIKIERAT - T BME
B—8—BIIBEENSLE  ETEREKL
B BRI F R M SEREK ©

)

an

Jorge is the founder of New Works Initiative at Montclair State
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succeed in the profession, who will be professional and
cultural ambassadors for our Schools and cities."

The Academy's Place in the Industry

Jorge, who took up his post as Dean last June, knows he
must "differentiate” the Academy's School of Drama from
other drama schools while continuing to raise its profile and
international reputation. Along with unparalleled training in
acting, directing, playwriting, dramaturgy and applied theatre,
Jorge looks to build career networking partnerships with the
drama industries of Hong Kong, the Mainland, and Los
Angeles.

"We don't train anymore in a vacuum," he exhorts. "We train
in connection to an industry, so it's important to ask the right
questions. How well do you know the industry you train your
students for? How connected are you to that industry?"

Deepening Connections

For Jorge, this means, first and foremost, having Hong
Kong's theatre, film and television industries as strong
partners in the education of the School of Drama students.
And because of the unique triingual ability of the School's
students, it also means networking with the Mainland and
US industries to make sure they know of the drama students
at the Academy.

"With the explosive convergence of storytelling and
technology, there are more opportunities than ever in the
drama field, and our students, because of their language
skills, are uniquely positioned to take advantage of these
opportunities. So, we want to find key sustainable
educational and industry partners for the School of Drama,"

Jorge recently returned to Galicia, Spain, where he lived after
leaving Havana. BfEBEEZ% » IRERERIFHEH FHEEM
INFIFHES o
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Jorge taking a break in the Sound Studio. &2 hkSEFR » iR
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Jorge explains. "Partners that both present new
perspectives on training but also serve as employment
conduits to the drama industries of their cities. Everything is
evolving. And we, as academic leaders, must ensure that
our School also evolves."

The Marriage of Knowledge and Practice

Still there are core educational fundamentals that Jorge
believes should never be lost. One of them is the pursuit of
knowledge, and learning how to use it effectively as an
artist. While studying drama in Hong Kong often calls to
mind physical performance and intense practice, the new
Dean also wants to make sure the students have time to
read, to watch plays and movies. The intellectual and
inspirational stimulation from knowledge, and the artist's
ability to apply their craft through a personal perspective is
crucial in the training of young dramatists. Our students are
the "hardest workers | know," he continues. "They are
extremely dedicated and will practise as much as they can.
But | believe that it's equally essential for young artists to
feed their minds, to be inquisitive knowledge sponges.” He
believes you ignore the mental side of being a dramatist at
your peril. "Exercising the muscle that is your brain is as
important as exercising the muscles that are your body," he
says. "lt's when knowledge, idiosyncratic application, and
practice all come together that magic is created."

After studying at UCLA and Yale University's School of
Drama, Jorge began his professional career as an actor, and
then a director and writer working Off-Broadway in New York
as well as on the West Coast. He has directed world and
west-coast premieres of plays by such playwrights as Harry
Kondoleon, Eduardo Machado, and David Lindsay-Abaire.
His own work has received numerous awards and support
from the National Endowment of the Arts, the Mellon
Foundation, the Princess Grace Foundation, and the Goethe
Institute. Along the way, Jorge became the first Cuban-born
US theatre director to helm a Cuban company, an invitation
he accepted in a bid to build cultural bridges between the
United States and the country where he was born.

In New York, Jorge was the founder and inaugural
executive director of the Pace School of Performing Arts
(now Sands College) at Pace University in New York. At
Pace, Jorge established the Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree
in Acting for Film, Television, Voice Overs and Commercial,
as well as the Bachelor of Arts Degree in Devised Theatre
with an international travel component. True to his word, he
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Jorge, along with faculty members Chan Suk-yi and Tony
Wong, at the recruitment talk in Singapore last November. £
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Jorge sharing his insights during the recruitment talk in

Singapore. R EBENIIRIBEBEFDZRE o
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Angeles as well as to Europe, with a partnership for
Devised Work in directing and acting in Barcelona, Spain.
Prior to Pace, Jorge set up the New Works Initiative at
Montclair State University in New Jersey — a unique
programme where major emerging artists develop new
work alongside performing arts students. Rachel Chavkin,
the Tony Award winner in 2019 as the director of the
musical Hadestown, was the inaugural guest artist for the
programme. "You get brilliant people to come in and
workshop their ideas with your students and the results are
a win-win for everyone." The professional refines their first
draft, while the students gain invaluable learning experience
as well as lifelong employment connections. "Often our
guest artists like our students so much that they offer them
work in their very next show."

Having lived in London, New York and Los Angeles, Jorge
believes Hong Kong is even more exciting. "So when the
opportunity to work in Hong Kong came up, there was no
hesitation. Just like Europe and the US had its time, this is
now Asia's time. This is the next wave. And Hong Kong is as
poised as any major city to be the world's next centre of
business and culture. So, to be able to train dramatists here,
in this city? How exciting is that?!" &,

_ BEEMERZIMH—5 » NAERT—EmEEXL -
i Jorge was featured on ViuTV's N N I %ﬁﬁiﬁ. [a]
3 programme University Keywords. by SRS RIS RRIER  BEREECAEE . . R
b VIUTVERE (KRR SRR o i | . 19-20.1.2024 B E7:30 pm Programme Details  [[+3 TR
R Source F&R © ViuTV T Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre ;22 [R5 25 5 EIR Cal= S (Sl

EREHNBMELEARE » UABEEEKET
KNRFERISZ R T RARE o EAMMPTE - METH
BMMERTLENEMBER  BEEECBHNRER
ZEAFEIELAERTER  EE2EERMN - BER
RSB ERFEE - HEFERREREAS
BEEZ o IMAMITA - MWEFER NS K@
MARBHITBIFAEN "HERTE L TEEE
MREFRBBMBAHLFFEER - ZF—NER
eREEFEE (ER) MERRUIREZAEE
FRFBEMRK - " FRAEFRIEB ARLEAE R

HABAKRGELRER - 1 BIBET  BBRFRE
—SHEFERRE > B4R EEMBEKBMNE
SZRANIF#E =X EEMFERRE

BN —EE

MEBBEMI OB EBATE  RBARBEA
HEREROMIREME T TATUERIEEREES
BLER  2AEBREDS - BLABUNNXEE S K
FxEnEA BERI DN ER T KR - &

the White Snake
BE BE
Director: Liu Li

(il K52 )
Z (RFEM)

“Sacrifice the Son to Rescue
the Orphan”

from Zhao’s Orphan
TE  PEE

Director: April Chow

Directors: Ying Kam-sha, Hong Hai

Z (LEE&) - (1B

" “On Journey”, “Test of Love”

from The Story of
Burning Incense

T e HE

(RERT)




.

% ACADEMY NEWS REiEH | JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2024 ISSUE

- The School of Film and Television Successfully
~ Organised Masterclasses and Screenings 1‘
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The School invited Academy Award Winner David =

White to talk with Acadermy members about his

motion picture sound editing journey. David White

is best known for his role as the sound designer on A
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Group photo of the former Academy Council Chairman, Academy Director, Honorary Awardees and senior management of the Academy.
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The Academy has conferred Honorary Awards on five
outstanding individuals in recognition of their remarkable
achievements and contributions to the performing arts and
cultural industry and also the development of the Academy.
The ceremony was held on October 20, 2023, at the
Academy Lyric Theatre and was officiated by the former
Academy Council Chairman, Mr. Edward Cheng Wai-sun
GBS JP. Academy Director, Professor Gillian Choa,
expressed her heartfelt gratitude for the Honorary
Awardees' exemplary and valuable support to the
Academy and the community. &
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Honorary Doctorate _

Dr. Tisa Ho Kar-kuan MH Mr. Lau Yiu Kuen (Law Kar) MH Mr. Sang Jijia Professor John A Williams Mr. Tse Kwan Ho
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THE ACADEMY BALL 2023

INFINITY

SBIRSHEE 2023

The Academy Ball INFINITY, organised by The Society of
the Academy for Performing Arts (SAPA), was successfully
held on Saturday, November 25, 2023, at the Academy
Lyric Theatre. The event was honoured by the presence of
Permnanent Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism, Mr.
Joe Wong Chi-cho JP, who served as the Guest of
Honour. Also in attendance were the former Academy
Council Chairman, Mr. Edward Cheng Wai-sun GBS JP,
Academy Council Chairman, Mr. Charles Yang BBS JP,
Academy Director, Professor Gillian Choa, and many
distinguished guests and supporters of the Academy.

.ﬂ‘” “fg';m":: &

Themed INFINITY, the venue resembled a backstage setting with captivating lighting effects, creating a unique ambience
that evoked a sense of wonder and exploration. Academy students showcased their performing talents in a series of songs
and dance pieces, including Fanfare for the Common Man, Le Corsaire Pas de deux, Far Too Late Cinderella, and There's
No Business like Show Business. Academy alumni also mesmerised the audiences with enchanting performances.The
Organising Committee was grateful to Council Member of the Academy Dr. Raymond Chan JP for his special Guzheng
performance of The Butterfly Lovers, which raised additional donations for the Ball.
The Academy is grateful to have the staunch support of SAPA Joint Presidents Dr. Sophia Kao Lo GBS JP and Ms.
Charmaine Ho, and SAPA's Executive Committee. The Academy is also appreciative of the devotion and contribution of
Co-chairpersons of the Ball, Ms. Charmaine Ho and Mr. Jonathan Cheung, Co-vice Chairpersons, Ms. Amanda Ho and
Dr. Elina Leung, and the Organising Committee in arranging this spectacular event.
As the most significant fundraising event of SAPA, the Academy Ball has raised substantial funds this year to support
scholarships and the on-going development of the Academy. &
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Group photo of Permanent Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism Mr. Joe Wong Chi-cho (9" right), the former Academy Council
Chairman Mr. Edward Cheng & Mrs. Louisa Cheng (6™ & 7™ left), Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa (7" right), Academy
Council Chairman Mr. Charles Yang (6" right), SAPA Joint President Dr. Sophia Kao Lo (10" right), SAPA Joint President and The
Academy Ball 2023 Organising Committee Co-chairperson Ms. Charmaine Ho (8" right), The Academy Ball 2023 Organising
Committee Co-chairperson Mr. Jonathan Cheung (8" left), The Academy Ball 2023 Organising Committee Co-vice Chairperson Dr.
Elina Leung (5" left) and members of The Academy Ball 2023 Organising Committee. X{LEE S Rkl B EEMEREEHLELE(E
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Students from the Academy's Schools - Chlnese Opera, Dance, Drama and Music showcased their talents with wonderful
performances at the Ball. BighZ2p7 - SEIEEMT - BRI R S 7S I‘mE’J‘“I?%%ETéﬁEHﬂ KEAEE o

Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa The former Academy Council Chairman Mr.
delivered her note of thanks at the Edward Cheng's spontaneous singing
Academy Ball. BEBRIREEHERIZH  performance elevated the atmosphere of
S5 FEEE o ~ the Ball to its peak. ‘EE2IRAHEIRES EE
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* Let Us Shlﬂé 4

“For the first time | can study what | really like
and I'm sure this is what I'm going for. I'll persist no matter what.”

[ALE—RALGEECEERMFIE - BEEEREENE  BREWEEIFTE - |

Many say that The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts has very high entry requirements and the competition is
keen due to numerous applications. Then what kind of
qualities are needed to be accepted to the Academy?

Let Us Shine is a documentary series which tells the stories
of the students of our six Schools. It elaborates on how
their dreams and passion have supported them to persist
in perfecting their skills and achieving high standards of
performances during their studies. The documentary
series is already available online from Oct 14. You can
scan the QR code below to watch it.

If you are ready to let yourself shine in your pursuit in
performing arts, don’t miss the chance}o join us.

2024/25

Undergraduate and
Post-Secondary Programmes
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View Let Us Shine Videos >>
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@ CHINESE OPERA
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‘l ACADEMY EVENTS IN JANUARY
REZBRIEMBER

FRI-SAT | 7:30PM | AD

Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums
RE  (ERE)

$90, $60, $85(M), $55(M), $45(B) .@

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
B ZHHEREERN AN L ARFEE: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

The School of Music hosts different concerts every month, with students taking part in a wide range of solo, chamber music, orchestral
and choral activities. For more details on the concerts, please visit: https://www.hkapa.edu/music/event

S4#BRrEHNSERRBLERHNES « =4 - EZRUNSIEETRE - F1EEAE | https:/www.hkapa.edu/tch/music/event

VENUE £t

AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
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@ The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
BERRESRHE

(B) Full-time students, senior citizens aged 65 or above, people with disabilities
2 HHIZBAE ~ 656 AL LR - BREAL

(M) Members of SAPA and Academy Alumni Association
BERBLLEBRAEEE

REMARKS #53%

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or email vp@hkapa.edu. 1£ arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
ATMTENE  BRHKIER  TMEBEERERHEENRRER  —1) Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for further details. SEZEE[RHRERIE
PUREERERE RN AMRE - BEFBIRUKE 2584 8514 HEH BEALTERRNE  BE] ZRIEE - UEBRAEERBIRY - 573 E
vp@hkapa.edu [RBL[FEEE o 2584 8633 Sk EEB vp@hkapa.edu LRFTE IS EIRELE A o

v Z, TheHong $gpg Academy Main Campus 5[
Performing Arts v 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, HK &3 & H4T3E—
aﬁﬁg%ﬁA A Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus AKX fE & &1
139 Pokfulam Road, HK &/ i iiE 139 5%
Tel &% : 2584 8500 | Fax H : 2802 4372
Email E#F : communications@hkapa.edu
www.hkapa.edu

n HKAPA.edu @ hkapa edu Y HKAPA (B HKAPA Official HKAPA_Official

Academy News SEZ5E:,
January - February 2024 —HZ_H
Edited and Published by #& %8 % Hi ik
Communications Office

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
BEBRBERENR

% Printed with soy ink on recycled paper
RARRADME L BERNR



?}, The Hong Kong Academy A
Performlng Arts
% PR AR\ Y\

CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
BEAHREXEEMRI T N DN - B R R B

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN FEBRSBRZISESERESRNERE - BB T &
+ Campus Development iR E2&fZ (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion 3] : 18 S2ECE - REER)
« Students Development £ 85 (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 4 : ##£35 RENEES)

+ Cultural Exchange 37443557 (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 30 : RETYE ~ 357512)

+ Arts and Technology Ei7£2R447 (e.g. Performing arts projects / research {) : FRBMTIES / %)

Donation Amount BEE5E

SUPPORT US % 1538 &

\

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ ]HK$1,000 [ ] Other Hfty HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS ERAQ*&

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASUEIB2E e/ T/ RN/ HUR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BB AMR QR ARG :

Address it :
Tel B33 : Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 7§ 3B S 2R E L BE i)
Signature 2552 : Date A :

REMARKS &5

« Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts’”.
- IBIBHE1007TE M B B IURFHORAE -
- FEZRBEDBGLE  FOEBESSTITE %  SEEESRBREW -
- XRBEFER (BERESk, -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WESH > FNNEE (852) 2584 8729 S EHE dev@hkapa.edu ERIBRERHIA -

Personal Information Collection Statement U@ A & 4263

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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