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The Dean's Special Artist Series, initiated in 2019, has been a beacon of “connection” and “learning”,
embodying our commitment to fostering artistic excellence within the School of Dance and beyond.
This year, we are thrilled to present a series of free public events encompassing public talks, open
studio presentation and masterclasses. These events will feature a distinguished roster of dance
artists, makers, choreographers, scholars, educators, and advocates and are designed for Academy
students, faculty, staff, alumni, professional artists, and the general public. Their illuminating insights,
practical tools, and personal stories will provide invaluable guidance on shaping artistic work and
navigating careers in the 21st century.

Join us on this journey of exploration and enlightenment as we continue to nurture the art of dance.
We look forward to welcoming you to the School of Dance for an enriching and inspiring experience.
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Dean’s Special Artist Series: Choreography & Festival
REFTEEMR R : R5EFAEME

Diary VIl « The Story Of......
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The Transformation from a Training Body to a Performance Body
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Embodied Pathways: A Dialogue on Movement Research and
Artistic Journeys with Pichet Klunchun
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Open Studio Presentation by Christian Rizzo & Ola Maciejewska
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Dean’s Special Artist Series: Shaping the Dance Landscape
RRIFBEMRRT - BEFIESH

Dialogue with Roberto Casarotto: Aerowaves —

A Supportive Platform for Emerging European Dance Artists
BARoberto Casarotto¥i3% :

XEBEBNTE FEEMZRTS — Aerowaves

Dialogue with Prof. Sara Houston on Soft Skills in Dance: A
Guide to Enhance Dance Artists Working in Community Settings
BiSara Houston#URHIEE « SIFEURAE — (TR EIEEMRE
HEIRIE T (FIFAVRE

Dean’s Special Artist Series: Dance Science
REGFBEMRRT - FEHE

Cultivating the Well-being of Dancers:
Training for Physical and Mental Health
RIERENGOERE - EEMNOEEEIR

Roberto Casarotto

Prof. Sara Houston
Sara HoustonZ(#%

Tim Podesta

Dean’s Special Artist Series: Dance & Technology
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@ Unveiling the Artistic Journey:
The Intersection of Technology and Choreography
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Chieh-hua Hsieh
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Dean’s Special Artist Series: Master Class & Public Sharing
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@ Ballet Master Class by Qi Huan —
Training Sharing for Alumni and Professional Dancers
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@ "Behind the Ballet Curtain" with David McAllister
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Qi Huan
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David McAllister
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Speakers :B# : Moderator EHFA :
Mui Cheuk-yin Lee Chi-wai Prof. Anna CY Chan

Internationally Renowned Lighting Designer Dean of the School of Dance,
Choreographer and Solo Artist ZEEME  ENEETRT The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
WER > FERERFHERRESR RIBHAHIE » BERBEREREEERRE

24.10.2023 (Tue) 1:30pm-3:10pm Dance Studio1 15REHEE

Diary VIl « The Story Of.
September 2021 premiered in Hong Kong (awarded by the 23rd Hong Kong Dance Awards in 2022 with the
outstanding choreography and the best small venue production awards)

August-September 2023 performed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival (selected as the top 50 shows that must
see in the festival and it awarded the best dance performance by the DarkChat Awards of Edinburgh Festival)

“Diary VIl « The Story Of....." created by the Hong Kong renowned choreographer Mui Cheuk-yin and
accompanied by ayoung talented lighting designer Lee Chi-wai for this award winning production. It combines
with text, shadow, sound and elegant movement. It begins with a story of stray cats, from which we see a
family history and the social concerns. This work is full of passion and with deep reflective performance.
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The Transformation from a Training
Body to a Performance Body

Speakers & : Moderator £ A :
Sang Jijia Alex Cheung Prof. Anna CY Chan
CCDC Lecturer (Directing / Movement), Dean of the School of Dance,

Resident Choreographer The Hong Kong Academy for The Hong Kong Academy for
= EIE Performing Arts Performing Arts
WHEAEEERERSE SREL > BEREBIRHEIZERT PRAAIAZIZ >

(B3R / FaEdlg) EBREEREESMRIRE
Dance Studio 1  15REEIE=E

1.11.2023 (Wed) 7:15pm - 8:45pm

When stage performances are no longer simply differentiated by labelling of genre such as dance, drama or
opera, what kind of quality should be developed to be a “good” performer and what is to be expected? When
the technicality of a dancer is not the only requirement for contemporary stage performance, what else does
a choreographer or a director look at?

In the dialogue, two guests from CCDC’s stage performance “Stream of Dust’ are going to share with us how
they envision a contemporary stage performer. Sang Jijia, the choreographer, will share what he sees as the
essential quality of a dancer and how he defines individuality and unity on the stage. Alex Cheung for the
featured performance will share his methodology of physical acting training as a lecturer at drama school,
also his interpretation of body and mind as a physical actor.
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Embodied Pathways: A Dialogue on
Movement Research and Artistic
Journeys with Pichet Klunchun

Moderator F3FA :
Prof. Anna CY Chan

Dean of the School of Dance,
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
FRIEBEIR » BEREBRFEZRIRE

1ERFFIEE

Speaker :B& :
Pichet Klunchun

Dancer and Choreographer

K& - R - BEREER

20.2.2024 (Tue) 7:00pm-8:30pm Dance Studio 1

About Researching and Deconstructing Thailand’s traditional khon dance

Renowned dancer and choreographer Pichet Klunchun will focus on his lifelong pursuit of the traditional khon
dance of Thailand. Pichet will reveal the way he has researched and interpreted this art form, presenting it in
a contemporary context and passing it to the next generation. He will also discuss the use of technology in his
work and his experience with collaborating with young talents from the HKAPA School of Dance and the Young
Friends of the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

This event is also part of the Dean’s Special Artist Series of the School of Dance at The Hong Kong Academy
for Performing Arts (HKAPA), moderated by Professor Anna CY Chan, Dean of the School of Dance at HKAPA.
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Open Studio Presentation by REHDT - fMER R - BERXRETF 2.6.2024 (Sun) 3:00pm Dance Studio1 15EHEE
Christian Rizzo & Ola Maciejewska rHELESE
Speakers & : Moderator E3F A :
Christian Rizzo Sophie Laly Ola Maciejewska Prof. Anna CY Chan

Artistic Assistant & Video
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Conception & Choreography
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Conception & Choreography
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Dean of the School of Dance,
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
PRI > BEREEBERBFEERIRE

How does the image of the body transform from stage to screen? Christian Rizzo, director of the International
Choreographic Institute in Montepellier, moves towards answering this question in a two—week workshop with
local students. Using two cameras and a screen, they will approach a live filmed dance piece while revealing the
choreographic stakes of the actions to be filmed offscreen. Which gestures are saved for the camera, and which
are directed at the live audience? The result will be a simultaneous double—fiction of dance onscreen and onstage.
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In 2023, choreographer Ola Maciejewska presented Loie Fuller: Research and Bombyx Mori, two re—readings of
the iconic Serpentine Dances of the 1890s. In 2024, she returns to the French May to create a collective work
with students from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. Drawing on her body of work, Maciejewska will
lead participants to explore the tension between dance and sculpture. Together they will design a performance
installation to be publicly presented at the end of Maciejewska’s residency.
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In May 2024, Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels and The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts are
organizing a two-week workshop for Master of Fine Arts students led by choreographers Christian Rizzo and Ola
Maciejewska. The workshop will culminate in an open studio presentation in collaboration with French May.
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Dialogue with Roberto Casarotto:
Aerowaves — A Supportive Platform for FiERUMETIZSHHEBMFENTES —
Emerging European Dance Artists Aerowaves

Speaker :#E# : Moderator E#iA :
Roberto Casarotto Prof. Anna CY Chan
Co-director, Aerowaves & Initiator, Dance Well Dean of the School of Dance,

Roberto Casarotto » Aerowaves Bi& 428 & The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
MDance Welly ZEA PRBIAIE > BBREBRERSMRRE

15.11.2023 (Wed) 7:30pm -9:00pm Dance Studio9 9MRZEIHE

Roberto Casarotto, Co-director of Aerowaves, will delve into the fascinating world of supporting emerging
European dance artists. Aerowaves, a renowned network of dance professionals from 34 European countries,
has been at the forefront of identifying the most promising new work by emerging dance artists and providing
them with a platform to showcase their talent and gain international visibility.

Drawing from his extensive experience in the field, Casarotto will offer valuable insights into the challenges
faced by emerging artists. Moreover, he will highlight the instrumental role played by Aerowaves in nurturing
their talent and promoting their careers. From the meticulous selection process to the establishment of a
touring network, Casarotto will provide an in-depth overview of the strategies employed by Aerowaves to
identify and elevate promising dance artists.

AerowavesHii 548 85Roberto Casarottof§HFRIFRREZIEEUNIT S FIHEM RN LIE - Aerowaves
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Dialogue with Prof. Sara Houston on Soft #Sara HoustonZ{ iS5 :
Skills in Dance: A Guide to Enhance Dance SIHIFAE — W FETE

Artists Working in Community Settings B RELRIEIE TERERED

Speaker ;&% : Moderator £ A :
Prof. Sara Houston Prof. Anna CY Chan

Professor of Dance and Community Engagement Dean of the School of Dance,
of the School of Arts, University of Roehampton The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
Sara Houston##% » SEIZEEZEASZ R REUR AR > BREEEREESERRE

16.11.2023 (Thu) 8:00pm-9:30pm Dance Studio1 1REHEE

Prof. Houston will explore the significance of soft skills in the context of dance artists working in community
settings, providing a comprehensive guide to enhance their practice. Soft skills, which encompass patterns
of thought, behaviours, and communication, are essential for fostering individual and personal approaches to
working relations and social encounters. Prof. Houston will shed light on the growing recognition of soft skills,
such as taking care, negotiation, resilience, and empathy, as crucial attributes for dance artists engaging with
diverse communities.

Drawingon her extensive research and practical experience, Prof. Houston will share valuable insights and practical
strategies for dance artists to articulate and further develop their existing soft skills within their practice. She
will also discuss how these skills can be effectively applied in collaboration with the people they work with. This
dialogue is a valuable opportunity for dance artists, educators, and community practitioners seeking to deepen
their understanding and enhance their abilities in working effectively within community settings.
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Cultivating the Well-being of Dancers: RIEFENGOERRE -
Training for Physical and Mental Health A IR 2 B 51| R

Speaker B : Moderator £ A :
Tim Podesta Prof. Anna CY Chan

International Renowned Choreographer Dean of the School of Dance,
BEfFEZ2mER The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
FRBHR > BREEEREFERRE

29.1.2024 (Mon)  7:30pm-9:00pm Dance Studio1 15REHEE

In this talk, Tim Podesta will delve into the intricate landscape of fostering the well-being of dancers,
focusing on both physical and mental health aspects. He will candidly discuss the challenges encountered
as a student and professional dancer as well as the evolution of training approaches from student to
professional dancer. The talk will explore the nuanced strategies employed to prioritize personal well-
beingamidstthedemandingrealm of classicalballetand contemporarydance,addressing misconceptions
and challenges regarding mental health within the ballet and dance community. Insights will be provided
into managing the rigorous training demands for young dancers and sharing effective techniques tailored
to enhance their health. The unique considerations and effective solutions for addressing mental health
issues within the dance community will be dissected. Moreover, Tim will emphasize the significance of
nurturing environments in dance education and discuss vital resources to support dancers throughout
their careers. There will be also a discussion for the long-term benefits of prioritizing dancers’ well-being
for individuals and the dance community, alongside empowering strategies for self-care and advocating
for one’s health needs within the industry.
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Unveiling the Artistic Journey: (IBRZMEIMEEIZAIERATAE
The Intersection of Technology and EEIH S R
Choreography

Speaker :E# : Moderator £ A :
Chieh-hua Hsieh Prof. Anna CY Chan

Artistic Director of Anarchy Dance Theatre Dean of the School of Dance,
BRNE > P HEEIE RIS SR The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
FRIEBHE » BEREBRFEBMRIRE

28.6.2024 (Fri) 6:30pm -8:00pm  Dance & Technology Studio
SIEERRAIERIZ

Chieh-hua Hsieh will discuss how architectural training influenced his career as a choreographer and
digital dance creator. In this talk, he willdemonstrate and showcase his artistic journey, as well as discuss
how integrating technology can enhance and transform the overall experience of his choreography for
both performers and audiences. Drawing on his valuable experience of incorporating technology into
choreography, Chieh-hua will share his valuable insights and practical advice for dance artists to further
develop their skills while maintaining a balance between the artistic and technical aspects of creating
choreography that incorporates technology.
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Ballet Master Class by Qi Huan - BEEEF AT —

Training Sharing for Alumni and HREREEZEIRDZ
Professional Dancers

Qi Huan

Artistic Director, Ballet Quarter Singapore
FBER > FANIE Ballet Quarter 4425

14.12.2023 (Thu) 10:00am - 12:00nn Dance Studio1 1RFHE

This ballet technique workshop will be dedicated to elevating dancers’ skills by focusing on effective
execution, instilling confidence, and refining coordination, particularly in intricate movements like
Pirouettes and Allegros.

“I'm eager to engage in discussions with both students and teachers, sharing insights from my own
experiences to foster a collaborative and enriching learning environment.”

EREEERIGIENBEBEIERNA L  BRORASENRERRAMFNEE > 1FRIEER
BIENVELD Pirouettes 1 Allegros R ERIESHAM -
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"Behind the Ballet Curtain" with
David McAllister

Speaker :B&E :

David McAllister

Author of Ballet Confidential, Guest Artistic
Director of the West Australian Ballet

K& - ZFRFHEME - (Ballet Confidential) E& ~

(KM - ERFUEFER
BEREZE)

Moderator 35 A :
Prof. Anna CY Chan

Dean of the School of Dance,
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
FRRBHIR > BREEBREREERRE

R EE SR EMEE

8.3.2024 (Fri) 10:45am - 12:45pm Dance Studio1 15REHEZE

Here is your tell-all guide, an all-access pass for ballet lovers and the ballet-curious by internationally
acclaimed dancer and former artistic director of the Australian Ballet, David McAllister. In his first sharing for
HKLitfest week 2024, David will demonstrate his ballet artistry in a master class format with students from
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. He will then step into his literacy shoes to share everything from
the acting to the perils of partnering and onstage/offstage romances in the ultimate.
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For most updated information, please visit
RITEN > FHE

www.hkapa.edu/dance/event

School of Dance reserves the right to change the programme without prior notice.
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T +852 2584 8541  dance.da@hkapa.edu  www.hkapa.edu/dance
School of Dance, The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchm Hong Kong
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