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About the Academy

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, established
by The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Ordinance
in 1984, is a leading tertiary institution for the performing
arts in Asia. It provides professional undergraduate
education and practice-based postgraduate studies. The
study encompasses Chinese Opera, Dance, Drama, Film
and Television, Music, and Theatre and Entertainment Arts.
Its educational philosophy reflects the cultural diversity of
Hong Kong with emphasis on Chinese and \Western
traditions, and interdisciplinary learning.

Since 2008, the Academy has attained the Programme
Area Accreditation (PAA) status awarded by the Hong Kong
Council for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational
Qualifications (HKCAAVQ) to self-monitor and accredit its
own Undergraduate and Post-secondary programmes in
the five programme areas of Dance, Drama, Fim and
Television, Music, and Theatre and Entertainment Arts.
Since 2016, the PAA status has been extended to cover
Master's Degree programmes and below. The programmes
operated by the School of Chinese Opera are accredited by
HKCAAVQ for recognition under the Hong Kong
Quialifications Framework.

Besides the main campus in Wanchai, Béthanie, the site of
the Academy’s Landmark Heritage Campus in Pokfulam,
has housed training facilities for the School of Film and
Television since 2006.

In the QS World University Rankings announced in 2021,
the Academy is ranked 15t in Asia and 10t in the world
in the Performing Arts category.
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School of Music

The School of Music is dedicated to providing comprehensive tr
who aspire to become professional musicians. Students may choo
Chinese instrument, a Western instrument, voice, conducting, or co
electronic music. In addition to its teaching faculty comprising highly
experienced musicians, the School also has extensive connections with inte!
artists. Around a hundred of artists visit the School each year to hold masterc
give individual tuition or conduct concerts. Students have been successful in gai
top awards in both local and international music competitions.

The School hosts over 200 concerts each year, with students taking part in a wide
range of solo, chamber music, orchestral and choral activities, as well as collaborating
with other Schools at the Academy to mount the annual production of a fully
staged opera. The School of Music has a close relationship with major local
orchestras, collaborating with them in joint public performances and workshops.
Soloists and ensembles from the School have toured and performed in the
Mainland, the USA, Europe, Australia, Japan and South East Asian cities.
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School of Dance

Dance is an art form which can make significant statements about life, the
world and the human condition. Dance artists and other artists are at the
spiritual heart of a society — a reflection of its values and beliefs, hopes and
aspirations. The School of Dance is therefore committed to ensuring that the
young dance artists receive not only the highest quality professional education
and training in ballet, Chinese dance and contemporary dance, but also
develop a broader interest in the arts and cultural studies. The education they
receive is geared to helping them appreciate the relationship of dance to the wider
world around them, even as they become articulate and intelligent advocates for
their art form. Integration lies at the very heart of the School’s philosophy: the
integration of ballet, Chinese dance, contemporary dance and other dance forms;
of practice and theory; of technique, creation and performance; of dance studies
and liberal arts; of the School and the profession. Acknowledging the place of
Hong Kong at the crossroads of Eastern and Western cultures, the School also
aims to produce creative dance artists who are able to develop their unique
voice and identity; and to contribute to the development of the region’s
diverse and ever-expanding dance culture.
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ese Opera

a professional area of academic studies which embraces Cantonese
opera, Kunqu, and other regional styles of indigenous operatic
2. Recognised as a unique and supreme example of total theatre, this
art form requires a profound refinement of skills in singing, acting,
erisation, movement, choreography and acrobatics, therefore constituting a
able part of Chinese culture.

e Academy is committed to the preservation, revival and development of
Cantonese opera. September 2013 marked an important milestone for Chinese
opera at the Academy with the establishment of the School of Chinese Opera, and
the validation of the Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) degree programme specialising
in Cantonese opera.

To raise students’ standards in theoretical studies and widen their artistic horizons,
the School of Chinese Opera offers courses of Chinese culture and a wide range of
Academy electives. The programme aims at enhancing their ability to understand,
analyse, perform and engage in the creative work of Chinese opera.
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School of Drama

The School of Drama believes that its unique position in Asia offers an insight into
this art form that will both inform and develop significant creativity and distinctive
artists to engage with and feed the cultural community of Hong Kong, the
Mainland and beyond. The School of Drama strives to be an incubator, catalyst and
repository of the values and importance of the dramatic and performative arts and
expresses this in the nurturing of actors, directors, playwrights and teachers who
will function as practitioner-artists making a tangible difference to their community
and their chosen discipline.

Students acquire professional skills through formal training in classes, which are
then honed, developed and explored in performance and production. Student
performances take place both in workshops and in public, using theatre spaces
designed to be adaptable to both classical and contemporary work. Students
encounter theatre texts and practice from both Western and Asian traditions. The
School’s undergraduate productions are mainly in Cantonese, with some opportunities
to perform in Putonghua.
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School of Film and Television

The School of Film and Television was established in September 1996. It aims to be a
professional centre for excellence and to reflect and influence concepts and practice
in the local film and television industries.

The School offers a four-year Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) degree programme in
film and television with six major areas of study. The programme is designed to
develop in students high-level film and television skills at the technical and craft level,
as well as to nurture and encourage creative and artistic development. The course of
studies also prepares students for work in a variety of different creative, technical and
professional environments.

Since film and television production is about teamwork, the School aims to train
students to work and create collaboratively. The director is just one of a team, as is the
producer, sound-recordist, editor, screenwriter, cinematographer and production
designer, all.making their own particular creative and technical contributions to

37 DET
EYERBRMIGFIANK YL EEXREMNTREXHET L REBHABELERAR
RBMEELER -

BEREHNFHNEFERBURE REANMAZEHN THRASERZBMEL (RE)
B REEECNSLEERETATZRRENRN FORAMMANEMBEERAFEERE.
BUREM P ESERRAE R REXTE-

o REBRALRAFNERE -EXERTEERSFELE BE Ry KERTE
T BYIRET - ARE MEAMRAUERGMBREER  SHENEACHREMT EHERBRUE
AR R I LR R -



School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts

The School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts (TEA) provides professional, innovative
undergraduate and postgraduate level education for dedicated students who wish
to pursue a select and intensive study in design, technology, and management for
the performing arts and related opportunities in the entertainment industry.

The School offers the most comprehensive courses within an academically
stringent framework designed to cover all the skills necessary to succeed in today’s
multi-faceted entertainment industry. Its uniquely flexible course structuring allows
the School to respond to the ever-changing needs of the modern day workplace
that has been the key to the School’s success and heightened reputation within the
region and on the world stage.

Faculty is comprised of international academic staff who are also active professional
artists and production specialists. Together with renowned visiting artists and
Artists-in-Residence working in world-class theatre facilities, an exciting range of
programmes is offered in Theatre Design, Media Design and Technology, Technical
Production and Management and the related fields. The School runs Bachelor and
Master’s degree programmes in Theatre and Entertainment Arts, as well as a
Diploma in TEA Foundations and a Fast Track Vocational Certificate programme.
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Continuing Education

Established in 2001, EXCEL (Extension and Continuing Education for Life) is the
vibrant and exciting continuing education arm of the Academy. Partnering with and
on behalf of the Academy, EXCEL aspires to be a commercial enterprising platform to
enhance arts literacy, interest and appreciation through offering high quality life-long
learning performing arts education programmes for students of all ages, as well as
custom-made professional training for corporate and government clients, and the
production of corporate events that require performing arts expressions.

EXCEL offers short courses to the public all year round. The Summer Musical School
(SMS) is one of the most sought-after summer programmes for children as young
as 9, and adults up to 29 years old. EXCEL also runs a full-time musical theatre
programme that leads to the Pearson BTEC Level 4 Higher National Certificate in
Performing Arts qualification. On the corporate front, EXCEL produces performance
productions for corporate events and provides drama-based executive training
workshops for corporate training. Since 2013, EXCEL performances have been
greeting thousands of travelers at the Hong Kong International Airport.
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Other Information

'Reg istry

BEE
. 2584 8330
& aso.admission@hkapa.edu

'Student Recruitment and Community Engagement Office
BLERERRE
%, 2584 8950
% srce@hkapa.edu

'Junior Music Programme
BELOFEEHERR
%, 2584 8515/2584 8644
& www.hkapa.edu/music/junior-music-programme

'Gifted Young Dancer Programme
EERRERRE
. 2584 8541
@ www.hkapa.edu/dance/gifted-young-dancer-programme-gydp
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Support the Academy

The Academy requires funding in many areas to
support its future development. Through the
Development Office, the Academy welcomes
donations for scholarships and bursaries, and
sponsorships for student performances and
other fundraising initiatives. Your gift will make
a lifelong impact to the Academy, since each
donation — big or small — has the power to
make a difference to Academy students and
provide members of the Academy community
an environment that encourages artistic
excellence. Your gift can be designated to a
number of high priority programmes.

The Office also works closely with the Academy
Alumni Association to connect with alumni.
Please contact the Office on 2584 8863 or
email dev@hkapa.edu to learn more about
the ways to support the Academy and
connect with the Alumni Association.
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