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School of Chinese Opera

The Academy is committed to the preservation, revival, and development of Cantonese opera. September
2013 marked a significant milestone for Chinese opera at the Academy with the establishment of the School
of Chinese Opera, and the offering of the world’s first accredited Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) in Chinese
Opera. The School of Chinese Opera focuses primarily on Cantonese opera, while also incorporating
Peking opera, Kunqu opera, and other regional opera traditions. Since September 2023, the Academy has
become the only operator awarded Programme Area Accreditation (PAA) Status in Cantonese Opera.

To enhance students’ standards in theoretical studies and broaden their artistic horizons, the academic
programmes at the School of Chinese Opera integrate courses in Chinese culture and a wide range of
Academy electives, as well as opportunities for public performances, exchange activities, and industry-
related internships. Upon completing the studies, students will be able to critically understand, analyse,
perform, and engage in the creative work of Chinese opera.

In addition to nurturing recipients of the Hong Kong Arts Development Awards, the School secured support
from the China National Arts Fund for its original work Pearl Bay in 2024, and toured Guangzhou and
Hong Kong featuring current students, faculty, and alumni in early 2025.
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School of Dance
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Dance is an art form which speaks to the human experience with unmatched eloquence, capturing the
essence of our world through movement. The School of Dance cultivates 21%-century dance artists for our
interconnected age — creative pioneers who draw upon Hong Kong’s unique position bridging the East-
West traditions with a global perspective, advancing the region’s dynamic dance landscape with an ability
to reflect society’s deepest values and highest aspirations.

Integration lies at the very heart of the School’s philosophy: the integration of its three specialisations of
performance practice areas of Ballet, Contemporary Dance and Chinese Dance; uniting practice and dance
studies theory, connecting technique, chorecography, dance science, dance pedagogy and dance technology,
and building bridges between the School and the global performing arts industry and community.
Building on this foundation, the School has been a driving force behind Hong Kong and the region’s vibrant
dance scene for decades. Our graduates consistently claim top honours at the Hong Kong Dance Awards
and Hong Kong Arts Development Awards, cementing the School’s pivotal role in shaping dance locally
and on the global stage.
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The School of Drama has a long history of nurturing many of Hong Kong’s finest and award-winning
dramatists, who are a dynamic and creative force in Hong Kong’s theatre, cinema, and television scenes. We
are committed to providing cutting-edge training focusing on three primary pillars: teaching excellence,
practical experience, and knowledge accumulation. The School strives to be an incubator, catalyst, and
repository for the values of dramatic and performative arts, and expresses this mission by nurturing a
new generation of practitioner-artists-actors, directors, playwrights, applied theatre practitioners and
dramaturgs — who will make meaningful contributions to both their communities and their chosen artistic
disciplines.

The School’s members are not only active contributors to the local theatre scene but also to international
conferences and workshops, ensuring students receive cutting-edge training while advancing industry
development. Through strategic alliances with world-leading institutions and artists, along with
performance tours, visits and student exchanges to the Mainland, Asia, and beyond, these initiatives
catalyse students’ creativity. As the saying goes, the more one knows, the more one sees - and the more
creative one can be.
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The School of Film and Television is a professional centre of excellence dedicated (o supporting and advancing
film and television practices in Hong Kong. The programmes of the School, spanning seven major areas of study
in directing, producing, screenwriting, cinematography, editing, sound, and production design, are designed (o
cultivate students’ technical mastery, artistic expression, and creative vision, preparing them for a wide range of
roles in the evolving media landscape. The School of Film and Television was named by The Hollywood Reporier,
as one of the top 15 international film schools. It is known as the cradle of those film-makers leading the second
wave movement of Hong Kong cinema.

Collaboration is central to the School’s pedagogy, reflecting the inherently collective nature of filmmaking.
Students are provided across disciplinary learning opportunities to unleash their potential. The School has also
formed strategic alliances with industry partners to provide cutting-edge training and engaged in international
academiccollaborations, including faculty-student exchanges and joint productions, to enrich global perspectives.

The School has adopted dynamic and forward-looking approach to nurture innovative thinkers to shape the
future of film and television. The curriculum integrates artificial intelligence and virtual production technologies,
enhanced through the Screen Production and Research Centre (SPaRC). The School’s commitment to innovation
is exemplified by cineDESK, a pre-production tool developed with Zurich University of the Arts which won the
GDA Global Top 10 Design Award in the User Experience Design category at the Global Design Awards 2025.
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School of Music

The School of Music is dedicated to fostering the next generation of music professionals poised to shape the
global music landscape. Within our dynamic learning ecosystem, aspiring musicians refine their skills, deepen
artistic expression, and develop the acumen to thrive in international music arenas.

Our rigorous curriculum offers specialisation in Chinese/Western instruments, vocal performance, conducting,
or composition and electronic music, enriched by unique courses and practice-led research activities that
broaden vision and insight while fostering cultural fluency. This pedagogical approach yields consistent
recognition, with students regularly garnering accolades in Hong Kong and international competitions.

Our world-class faculty is complemented by an impressive roster of internationally renowned visiting artists,
who provide mentorship through masterclasses, individual coaching, and orchestra direction.

The School presents over 300 public performances annually, including a fully staged opera production created
in collaboration with students from other Schools in the Academy, and partnerships with Hong Kong’s premier
orchestras. Through these stages, students master solo brilliance, chamber intimacy, ensemble unity, and
choral power. Our ensembles and soloists regularly grace global stages, embodying our commitment to artistic
excellence and cross-cultural dialogue.

TAER B B AR E T Y5 Rl NS R G R AR AR R o TR SR IE S I 1 O B 5 R R B
RS YR VIR~ RREAN R B » M2 RAE R F G0 B SETBOL R AL A S

B el Z i et rh/pnas s B A
iR "%ﬂ:ﬂ’]i“ﬂtrﬁ VLG 1%
PR

R 5 R ) S B T K “W’ffj’tili‘i’?%ﬁ%Wlﬁi%%ﬂ%(l@ﬁ‘%%ﬁ#%&ﬁlﬁ?%ﬁf%?’@ﬂkﬁﬂﬁ}i\@ﬂlﬁ%ﬁ‘i&?‘ﬁﬁﬁ
LEEEIE 0 2 B R EE R

LasEs 85 A B 4 A B A LAt S5 e 5 S 2 R TR BT S A ot 2 S 4 S R i
%%+ "’JE%TJ% E:t ?:/il'ﬂa?:u,uﬂ’ﬂ\u%éd%%&li&ﬁ%/l\ HAgH SRR S 6 > DURS TR A B gl s »
RS AL B EHRERR -

a1 B il e B 5 44 SF S T 1) 0 3l 2 M PR ) E B BRI A
SRR AE ) o B B IR 2 AR 0 B R EE AT U e R R

School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts
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The School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts (TEA) provides professional, innovative education for dedicated
students who wish to pursue a select and intensive education in Theatre Design, Media Design and Technology
and Technical Production and Management. The School offers the most comprehensive courses within an
academically stringent framework designed to cover all the skills necessary to succeed in today’s multi-faceted
stage and entertainment industry.

Our excellent regional and international reputation is built on a flexible course structure, interdisciplinary
approach and industry-standard professional resources. This empowers our graduates to contribute across
theatre, live events, theme parks, film, television, broadcasting and music recording, and many fields related
to the entertainment industry. Our alumni network includes industry leaders and award-winning artists — the
movers and shakers shaping today’s theatre and entertainment world.

Our faculty of international and local teachers are active professional and acclaimed artists and production
specialists. Their teaching in our world-class theatre facilities is complemented by internationally renowned and
critically honoured visiting guest artists and Artists-in-Residence, allowing our students unparalleled exposure
and insight into the world’s stage and upscaling their level of understanding of theatre and entertainment arts.
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Continuing Education
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Established in 2001, EXCEL (Extension and Continuing Education for Life) is the dynamic and exciting
continuing education subsidiary of the Academy. Partnering with the Academy, EXCEL aims to be an
innovative and self-sustaining platform that enhances arts literacy, interest, and appreciation by offering
high-quality, life-long learning performing arts education programmes for students of all ages, as well as
customised professional training for corporate and government clients, and the production of corporate
events that require performing arts expressions.

EXCEL offers short courses to the public throughout the year. The Summer Musical School (SMS) is one
of the most sought-after summer programmes for individuals of all ages, from children to adults. EXCEL
also runs a full-time musical theatre programme that leads to the Pearson BTEC Level 4 Higher National
Certificate in Performing Arts qualification. On the corporate front, EXCEL produces performance
productions for corporate events and provides drama-based executive training workshops for corporate
training. Since 2013, EXCEL’s performances have greeted thousands of travellers at The Hong Kong
International Airport.
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Support the Academy
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The Academy requires funding in many areas to support its on-going development.
The Academy welcomes donations for scholarships and bursaries, student
development and enrichment activities, arts and technology, campus development
and facilities enhancement. Your gift will make a lifelong impact to the Academy,
since each donation — big or small — has the power to make a difference to the
Academy students and provide members of the Academy community with an
environment that encourages artistic excellence.

Please contact Development Ofiice at 2584 8863 or email dev@hkapa.edu to learn
more about the ways to support the Academy.
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Online Donation
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channels to keep abreast of latest updates!
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