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The Lifelong Duet With Music
Bl S [E 1T

Thomas Hung
HE

he musician's path is at its essence a solitary

one. But for cellist and Academy alumnus
Thomas Hung Ka-yeung as well as Year 3 harpist
Natalie Lo Yin-wah, the journey has been
accompanied by the inspiration and support of
family, teachers and peers. This has fortified
their confidence to overcome their own doubts,
and to choose music as their permanent
companion.
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Thomas Hung, currently a master's degree student at the
Yale School of Music, was born to a family of musicians.
His mother Lulu Tung Hiu-lo is the principal gehu for the
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra; his father Hung Lap is a
cello teacher.

"My parents never told me which instrument to learn, cello
or otherwise," he recalls. "My learning began from habit. |
was acquainted with the cello at 5. It was simply a toy that |
would have fun with every day. When | got to 7 or 8, |
began to enjoy the cello and felt | couldn't do without it."

In Secondary 2, Thomas enrolled in the Academy's Junior
Music Programme, and came under the tutelage of
Professor Ray Wang, a renowned cellist as well as Head of
Strings and Head of the Junior Music Department. Just
when it seemed this young man was destined for a music
career, other interests intruded. He loved swimming and
cycling, and economics fascinated him.

"When confronted with the array of subjects of the Diploma
of Secondary Education Exam (DSE), | asked myself how
much | loved music, and if | could turn an interest into a
profession," he notes. While Thomas was mulling over his
choices, his parents said something that led to an epiphany
on his part.

"Look at history," they advised. "See how music has always
left its mark."

Thomas admits he lacks patience, but his passion for
music drives him to seek breakthroughs. "In my continuous
quest for challenge, one accomplishment serves as a
springboard for the next," he says. “That's how | sustain
satisfaction with what | do."

Compared to the decision making over the DSE, Thomas
was decisive when it was time to choose a major and a
university. He only applied to one programme, to pursue a
bachelor's degree in music at the Academy.

"l was around 16 or 17," he says. "l thought to myself, if not
now, when?"
Betting on Himself

At the Academy, Thomas continued his tutelage under
Professor Wang. Thomas observes that his teacher is not
only well-versed in technique and musical knowledge, but
is also an inspiring instructor.

"He would use different examples to guide you, instead of
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Thomas was considered a rising star while still a student, giving a
solo cello recital at Hong Kong City Hall. S8k RE EWRARE
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Thomas performed with Professor Wang at the Academy Cello Festival Opening

Concertin July. HE=HN AR TR REEGARENHE S AL IZTHRER °

telling you what to do," Thomas notes. "He wants to
nurture our capacity for self-learning, which calls to mind
the saying, If you give a hungry man a fish, you feed him for
a day, but if you teach him how to fish, you feed him for a
lifetime. The immediate results are the same, but the
processes are worlds apart.”

Musicians may not all be sentimental, but it is safe to say
they are all sensitive. Thomas describes his decision to
choose music as a "gamble". Since the gambler can win or
lose, there's plenty of anxiety and self-doubt involved. He is
grateful to Professor Wang for always giving positive advice.

"Lows are inevitable," he concedes. "The crucial thing is
knowing you love what you're doing."

Thomas's favourite class at the Academy was concert
practice every Thursday at 2 pm. "lt's an excellent learning
platform that lets students share their observations after
performing," he explains. "The performers aren't the only
ones learning; the audience also come away with valuable
insights and lessons."

Thomas was considered a rising star even while still a
student. He was invited to give a solo cello recital at Hong
Kong City Hall. Another noteworthy concert, Cello Duo
Concept, was presented together with his mother Lulu
Tung. After graduation, he decided to pursue master's
studies at Yale University on a full scholarship. He intends
to develop his career as a soloist in the United States and
Europe, exploring different opportunities for his music.

Watch the concert iR Z%&: [=] ey
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The future may be uncertain, but cello will surely accompany
him every step of the way. "It's a lonely journey sometimes,”
he admits. "Your loved ones cannot be there for you all the
time. But the cello can.”

Precious Partner in Growth

Harp major Natalie Lo was also raised in a musical family —
her mother is a pianist and Academy alumna. Natalie was
exposed to the piano as an infant, and began learing the
instrument at the age of 4. That was followed by flute
lessons at 6, and the harp at 7. Her experience as a
candidate in the Concours Frangais de la Harpe, or French
Harp Competition, showed her how much she enjoys
performance and competition. Immediately after the
contest, she chose the harp.

"Harpists get blisters and calluses, which pianists and
flautists don't," she says. "When my poor fingers gave me
second thoughts, | questioned if | loved the harp. The
answer was always affirmative."

Natalie participated in the Academy Junior Music Programme
when she was 9. Her instructor was the famous harpist Ann
Huang. "Ms. Huang is a musician who likes to experiment
with ways of interpretation," Natalie notes. "Likewise, she
encourages her students to explore and find our own style."

What kind of harp music, then, does Natalie like? Surprisingly,
she says the "rough" kind. But how does an instrument
associated with the "music of angels" produce something
vigorous, let alone rough?

"The harp is an extraordinary instrument, capable of being
both tender and ardent," she points out. "Some pieces
require knocking on the body of the instrument; others call
for tapping the strings; or sliding a coin on strings to imitate
the sound of wind."

In 2020, Natalie won a gold medal at the 5" Hong Kong
International Harp Competition. Her outstanding
performance landed her a guest-performance invitation
from the USA International Harp Competition.

"| felt extremely honoured because the participants are top
musicians," she says. "l hope to be one of them someday.
The experience was truly memorable. The locals were so
friendly that | was able to keep my stage fright to a
minimum and complete my performance with a light and
happy heart."
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Natalie performing in the Stars of Tomorrow concert at the
prestigious USA International Harp Competition. BEEHEEISEIEEH
AR Z L Stars of Tomorrow B4 BHRERZE ©
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Natalie admits she used to be very susceptible to stage
fright. But the concert-practice opportunities offered by the
Academy helped her to overcome her nerves.

"l gained a lot from the programme," she says. "For example,
learning both American and French techniques has truly
broadened my perspective, and enriched my knowledge."

Harp majors are few and far between at the Academy. There
were only four in the last academic year, including Natalie,
and six this year. "l was worried the atmosphere would be
very competitive," she says. "Instead, the Academy's
contagious teamwork atmosphere has encouraged us to
use our different playing styles to inspire each other." Last
year, the harp majors held a joint concert. This year, Natalie
even invited Ann Huang, the principal harp with the Hong
Kong Sinfonietta, to play with them.

Natalie describes the harp as a partner who has grown up
with her, and who continues to grow with her. "l was only 7
when | began learning the harp," she notes. "The relationship
has deepened all these years. | play to celebrate, | play to
vent, | play whatever mood I'm in."

In all intimate relationships, though, partners need personal
space. Natalie practises six or seven hours a day, and
devotes the rest of her time to other hobbies such as
graphic design, interior design and cooking. "If | focus
100% on the harp, | would not have the mood and
freedom to create music," she says. "l would be lost. | value
work-life balance. You need to know when to sit back in
order to improve." &
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Natalie won the first prize at the Concours Francais de la Harpe 2013
competition. EZEHER2013 FEEEIRESLEBERESE S o

Natalie performed as a duo with Ms. Ann Huang in the Academy
Harp Concert. EEZHEEE T HEMNEESREZ S HENES o
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Natalie and other harp majors held a joint concert - Les Six Harpistes in September. I~
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Please follow the Academy's social media channels to
keep abreast of latest updates!
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QR Registration No. & & % il %257 85: 20/000445/L4
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Students with satisfactory academic results will be
eligible for direct entry into the Bachelor’s
programmes of the Academy.
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Protect our Environment and Subscribe to Academy eNews
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To protect our environment and reduce paper use,
readers are encouraged to switch their subscription
to the e-version.

While there may be disruption in the mailing of
the printed newsletter due to the pandemic, the
Academy will continue to distribute eNews on the 1°
of every month, keeping readers abreast of the latest
news and exciting activities of the Academy.

Subscribe to eNews NOW : r&-
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'l ACADEMY EVENTS IN NOVEMBER
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2 WED | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Chinese Music Concert
BERYEYY
Free event REHA () @ @

4 FRI | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Piano Concert
RENEEYY
Free event REER (#) @ @

10 THU | 7:00PM | AR
Academy Composition Concert
REMATHY
Free event REHA (#) @ @

10 THU | 7:30PM | AH
Academy Vocal Concert
HERYEYE
Free event REHR (#) @ @

1 FRI | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Piano Concert
RERSTILE
Free event REHE (#) @ @
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11 FRI | 7:00PM | AH
Academy Composition Concert
RE(EhATHY
Free event REHE () @ @
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Academy Production: Interstage 2022 Piu4

TEERYE : Interstage 2022 [
$200, $120 @ @
18 FRI | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Piano Concert
RERETEYE
Free event REHE (#) @ @
18 FRI | 7:00PM | AH

Academy Woodwind and Brass Concert

BEAERIIESSNE
Free event REHE (#) @ @

Poog THU | 7:30PM | AH

Academy Vocal Concert
WERYEYE
Free event REHE (#) @ @
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FRI | 6:30PM | AR 30 WED | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Piano Concert Academy Chinese Music Concert
BENTELY BB

Free event % EEHE (#) @ Free event REHE (#) @ @

MON | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Percussion Concert
RERRNEYE

Free event REHA () @ @

Programme arrangements are subject to the Government's latest social distancing measures. Please stay tuned for the latest updates

on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

HiE ZHHSE BRI A RIERHERIE AR - REREBRNAN LARHES: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

VENUE #ith KEY =i
AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre (& The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
EBEES R RS T 2 s B [
AH Academy Concert Hall (#) The Academy free event, e-tickets are released for registration half an hour
TRE TSR before the start of the performance via the Academy e-Ticketing System (https://
AR Academy Recital Hall eticket.nkapa.edu/) on a first-come, first-served basis. JEZE4EHE » EFF

BERRE ZA[E BTN NE DEEE T EB RS L B (https:/eticket.hkapa.edu/

tc/) » SEEI%AS

NOTICE &%

REMARKS {5

All people entering the Academy premises are required The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

to follow the Academy's prevailing access control

organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest

measures. For details and the latest updates on announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
arrangements of event and access control measures, contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or email vp@hkapa.edu. £
8 = o y

please visit: www.hkapa.edu
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www.hkapa.edu/tch/

OOf )

www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
Unit on 2584 8633 or ema\\ vp@hkapa.edu for further details.

2584 8633 =

Due to the pandemic, there may be disruption in the mailing of the printed
newsletter. Readers are encouraged to switch their subscription to the e-version.
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CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
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I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts,including the following areas:

A FEBERBBAIBEGEREEERNEE - BFEUTHE

e Students Development 224 3[R (e.g.Scholarships and bursaries 4l : 222 & EHEE$)

¢ Internationalisation BIFE{LIE B (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 41 : KERHEL -~ 32575 El)

e Arts and Technology EiTE2RIH (e.g. Performing arts projects / research #l : F;EEAMIER / #i5R)

e Campus Development K E% & (e.g.Enhancement of learning facilities, new student hostel 4l : Bt B BEE - HFELRED)

Donation Amount B &8

SUPPORTUS ZiFH &

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ |HK$50,000 [ | HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ |HK$1,000 [ | Other H i HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS % A ¥ ¥

Name of Individual or Organisation : (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASKERTR (/xRN /L H8R)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BaR AR (W LR RE)
Address H#iif :

Tel EFE : Email BE :
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address #433X B F 1B UIE ZE L BED 1)

Signature 24 : Date HHf :

REMARKS &3

® A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

® Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while
donation of HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.

® Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

® Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

o IBRUBMW100T I AR BUISENB AR -

o IBFBMES,000TH A L EEZERGRAEABHRZIRBN ; BREME10,000THA L
REBRES SR ERIEBS -

o FEZRBERBGXFR  FEBFEBEFELIE S TEREZRAREW -

. 3‘2“%‘*'5 FER [FRNESRR] -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
MEEH - BUIHE (852) 2584 8729 HEEHZE dev@hkapa.edu B2 R BRH#% ©

Personal Information Collection Statement It SE 18 A 41 88 85

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with

the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to

use personal data for future es, fund-raising appeal activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please

send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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