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An Unconventional Devotion to Music

EREEHE

= n March 2020, Chiang Mai-based pianist Geoff-Erik

Li returned to his hometown to visit friends in Hong

[ Kong. The pandemic struck, and he was stranded in

Hong Kong for more than a year in the subsequent

lockdown. An alumnus of the Academy's School of

Music, Erik has in recent years turned his hand to

- organising charity art events. This continued

\ ’ unabated during the pandemic through the holding

of both virtual and physical concerts; he also opened

e , an events venue in Sai Kung where he invited artists,

: y musicians, and performers from various other fields
to perform.

/3

"There's a pervasive feeling of helplessness around
the pandemic," Erik says. "Some people may feel
there's nothing they can do. They should remind
themselves of music's ability to cast a positive
influence over society and people. As long as we
keep our commitment to art, we can sustain drive
and motivation under any circumstance."
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Although it is said that genius is "1% inspiration and 99%
perspiration," certain people have undisputed talent. Erik, for
example, learnt piano before he could write.

"We had this tiny desk at home when | was little," he recalls.
"I would make-believe it was a keyboard and play. My
parents thought | might have talent in this department, so
they arranged for me to take piano lessons." Erik was only 3
at the time, not yet in kindergarten.

After graduating from secondary school, he joined the
diploma programme in music at Hong Kong Baptist
University. Then, having won a scholarship to the University
of Cincinnati's College-Conservatory of Music, he went to
the United States to study Piano performance and choral
conducting.

But fate intervened. "My mother fell ill during my second year
in the US," he remembers. "Professor Gabriel Kwok of the
Academy was giving a masterclass in Cincinnati at the time.
When he learnt of my situation, he suggested that | return
home and apply to the Academy." Thanks to that bit of
synchronicity, Erik came under the wing of Professor Kwok,
the School of Music's Head of Keyboard Studies, majoring
in Piano Performance.

An Eccentric Example

Erik admits he had a hard time adjusting to the Academy in
the early days. "Most music majors are good students from
relatively well-to-do families, and who are serious and
studious," he explains. "l was sporty, came from a grassroots
family, and had relied on scholarships to get to where | did. |
held part-time jobs to pay for my studies at the Academy,
and would sometimes skip classes because of work. | was a
negative role model."

Erik recalls representing the School of Music to take part in
the volleyball match at the now-discontinued Academy
Sports Day. As the setter, he brought his team from the
School of Music to claim an upset win. The next day,
Professor Kwok gave him a good talking to. "Professor said
winning volleyball means slacking off from piano practice and
a greater likelihood of broken fingers, which would have dire
consequences,” he says. "He was formidable, but he really
cares about his students. Hands are extremely important for
pianists.”

In Erik's eyes, Professor Kwok is a consummate pianist who
also has personal skills that not all students notice, but that
he puts to good use in the music industry. "Professor is an
extremely meticulous individual with stellar organisational
skills," he points out. "His handling of concert logistics and
arrangements, such as the order of students going on stage,
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Erik was a student of Professor Gabriel Kwok, the School of Music's
Head of Keyboard Studies, majoring in Piano Performance. #4515
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and putting the programme together, is pristine. He never
taught me these skills, but his example has rubbed off on
me."

An Odd Orientation

Erik stresses that he falls outside the mainstream. Both his
character and his career deviate from the path of a "typical"
classical musician. After graduating from the Academy, he
joined a secondary school as the music director, responsible
for guiding the orchestra and the choir, while also teaching
music and Putonghua.

"It wasn't a traditional elite schoal," he notes. "Many students
came from lower-class families, but they were very
committed, and they were excellent. The experiences of
those few years made me decide to channel my effort into
popularising classical music, so more people will have a
chance to know classical music better."

After leaving the school, Erik set up his own studio. During
this time, he became interested in vocal music, and
subsequently became a vocal coach. Some of his students
were community leaders.

"These students came from the medical, business, or
political fields," he says. "They had high-pressure jobs and
busy schedules. Singing helped to soothe their emotions.
Coaching made me realise that music is not only about
performance and education. It has a far-greater power."

From 2009, Erik helped a charity to organise fundraising
concerts, and founded the Shine Foundation Asia with
designer friend Ms Allison Leung to serve children and elderly
people with mental issues, as well as their families. Needless
to say, the organisational skills that he had learnt from
Professor Kwok have come in handy many a time.
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Hope in Adversity

Five years ago, Erik moved to Chiang Mai in northern
Thailand. While enjoying a simpler kind of life, he continued
his charity work. Thanks to a friend's liaison, he was invited
by the Thai government to develop a music-learning phone
app, so that children living in remote mountain areas can
learn music online.

Returning to Hong Kong over a year ago at the height of the
pandemic, he used music to bring hope to people despite
the lockdowns and limitations to dally life.

"The Academy graduates of the last two years found
themselves in challenging times, with the social issues,
Covid, and the lack of performance opportunities or venues,"
he says. "As an arts worker, we must aim to give those
around us a hand, after getting our own acts together.”

And it was this kind of mindset that helped birth the white_
ink_box programme in 2020. Opening up in a ground-floor
shop space in Sai Kung Market, Erik brought together music,
art, culture, and charity in a string of mostly cross-media
creations that include classical concerts, pop concerts,
online interviews, a charity event to promote eco-friendly
facemasks, and a crossover event mashing up neo-
Cantonese music and speed Chinese brush painting. He
also invited Academy alumna and actress Louisa So Yuk-
wah to take part in a charity concert featuring music, drama,
and dance.

The white_ink_box contains a blend of live performance,
visual arts, exhibitions and even an emphasis on a healthy,
balanced lifestyle. But music is at its core.

"Music is art, and it is also a medium and language," he
believes. "Music has many functions, and it forms a bridge
among people.”

Erik has come a long way, and his journey is marked by a
consistent affinity for unconventional approaches to career
and life. But no matter how roundabout or divergent the
path, music has never left his side. A
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Erik opened a resort in Chiang Mai with a collection of his antique

cars. FEE B BRI RIS ES
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Erik enjoys yachting and spending leisure time with his dogs. Z=&&
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At the beginning of this year, | would like to thank everyone
in our community for their dedication and commitment,
enabling the Academy to operate normally and provide a
safe and dynamic environment for students to excel amid
the challenges and hardship of the pandemic.

With joint efforts of the whole Academy community, we are
able to resume all face-to-face classes as well as student
performances and productions to showcase their hard
work and talent to the public. Our students continue to be
recognised and win many awards at local and international
online competitions. We have also successfully organised
our first ever virtual Open Day last March, Information Day
last September both on campus and online, the Graduation
Ceremony and the Honorary Awards Ceremony last
October to congratulate our graduates and honorary
awardees respectively in person.

Meanwhile, the Academy maintains its position as Asia's
No. 1 and World's No. 10 according to the QS ranking,
Performing Arts Category. All these accomplishments could
only be achieved by the wholehearted cooperation of all
members of the Academy and | look forward to continuing
these efforts in the New Year and beyond.

We are also deeply grateful to you, our donors and friends
for all your support in helping us overcome the challenges
brought about by the pandemic. While we hope Year 2022
will be a much better year for everyone, the future is still filled
with uncertainties. The Academy counts on your ongoing
patronage. Your support to the Academy is important in
achieving our goals, including the enhancement of facilities,
infusion of technology in our teaching, learning and
performances, and internationalisation initiatives. Your gift to
the Academy, regardiess of size, is very much appreciated
and will make a positive impact by giving our students the
resources they need.

[ would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family
good health and a joyous and prosperous New Year! &
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“Bestows the gift of a sword
at Baihua Pavilion”

from Phoenix Mountain
Director: Ying Kam-sha

(FHZIYZ
(#4)
s HEE - 2E
BHREE PRI
“Scramble for Umbrella”

from The Moon Pavilion

Director: April Chow, Liu Li
Rehearsal Director: Fu Shuwang

(EX:TWhd
(FKiL)

RELE 28 @)
BHREE S BHEEEE | A
“Autumn River”
from The Story of Jade Hairpin

Guest Director: Lau Shun (Visiting Artist)
Rehearsal Director: Hong Hai
Assistant Rehearsal Director: Fu Shuwang

CRANFTSED
BREEHE - 88 @sEnR)
TR S IRENIEEE | PRI
Wu Song in the Inn

Guest Director: Lau Shun (Visiting Artist)
Rehearsal Director: Hong Hai
Assistant Rehearsal Director: Fu Shuwang
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8% £ 7:30pm
SEEBRESE R AR
Academy Rita Tong Liu
Drama Theatre

Performance in Cantonese with Chinese and

English surtitles
This production is suitable for audience aged 6
or above

Please refer to the HKAPA
official website for details of the
main cast and accompanists
(Please scan the QR code)
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Photo Gallery of Academy Production ;B Z 5 B fEEIRE
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The Blind . ¥ ’

29.11.20~21 -4.12.2021 3
Academy Studio Theatre
BEBTEERE

All cast members are students of the School of Drama and all members of the production team
are students of the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts. BT £ €5 F S| B2 224 5
i BFEFTE B RFES RRFEMEREAL -

Photos by #H## : Kontinues More photos B£8R

Students' Sharing 24 9%

Cast HE
Choy Yu-tin (Final Year, School of Drama)

&mE (SHRRFEEREE)

This experimental performance gave one the experience of "watching" sounds with our ears! |
enjoyed the creative process of witnessing a character's life and death through the senses of a
blind person. | would like to cite what the old blind man in the performance says as a guide to
learning how to discern the truth in this great era: "One can only see things with love."
SRERMNELE—ERER Th, NETER | REIMAWEEIZARRAE ANER
ERZABA BRI - BRI ENFRIE  SIAEEANGE - "EERE > 288 -

Sound Designer SZ:8:1RD
Allison Fong Tsz-ching (Final Year, School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts)

Hith (BARREBNBREERRE)

Participating in the production of The Blind was a precious experience. The entire production
process was profound, from the initial meetings with directors and designers to rehearsals and
opening night. As a relatively sound-driven production, the sound team needed to cooperate
with other creative leads, enabling me to pick up much besides the sound production. Apart
from creating sound effects and music editing, this production used binaural microphones to
record and reinforce the live dialogue from the actors. After the pilot experiments with the actors, | learnt a lot about the
characteristics of the equipment and discovered the possibilities of future creation. It was an unforgettable experience.

28 (BHE) NRER—EREEAEE - BUMEREREAREFIFS - BE2HHR - AR - ZEREH+2
HRZY o SRBLIBES FP—EEARIRNE - RS HRFEZEAFIMPIRRAIE - MBS BRZTELIMIAE
BRY BN E S BRI  SRESEEFAEIBnaural Microphone?RUEE AR HUE SRIRISHH - EBAIHES

PEETTRYRIER - B0 Y MR 230 CAVRIE R BRIE LAVRT BN - ER—(ERETHIEEER

It’s most fortunate that I followed my heart
€ and studied drama at the Academy!

FEE - BV TES

7,

Graduate, School of Drama
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R R
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2 (Major: Acting)
‘ y (X :FK=E)
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Learning Cantonese opera music, the traditional art form
and its culture in a systematic approach at the Academy
has enriched my artistic and professional knowledge.

BEEELE , GG ALHEE | F._z.
HEES S AT - BB B EE - e W \
) '

Chen Yinglun F5E{R . 8 . :

Graduate, School of Chinese Opera

BB R L

(Major: Cantonese Opera Music)
(X5 BRE%)

REFHMBRBLEHRELEIE - RERER !

Stay tuned for more campus life sharing from students of other Schools.



Professor Yiu Song-lam being
the first Chinese judge invited
by the Concours international
d'exécution musicale de Geneve
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Professor Yiu Song-lam, Head of Woodwind, Brass and
Percussion of the School of Music, served as one of the
judges of the Concours international d'exécution musicale
de Geneve — CIEM in Geneva in October 2021. It is
exceptionally meaningful for Professor Yiu as he is the first
Chinese judge invited to sit on the jury of this renowned
international music competition. &
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Congratulations to the following Academy students
who have been awarded The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Scholarships 2020/21 for outstanding performance

HEUTERSRFESRLRVERSEERER ST 2020/21

Yip Man-lai EEE8
(Year 3, School of Drama BB 2[5t = 4R E24)

Pang Ka-ho ExRi%
(Year 3, School of Film and Television &5 B2t =F4K
BA)

Bobo Lo Yat-han Ei&iH
(Year 3, School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts & &
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OPENING THE NEW TESTAMENT of PIANO LITERATURE wir
32 HKAPA PIANISTS on RTHK
32 fx E & | E X
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Broadcast Schedule & i % 15

1.12.2021 - 1.1.2022 paiy 55) 1:15pm
RTHK Radio 4 S8 BagNa

1.1.2022 - 26. 3. 2022 sats sz2195 1:00pm

RTHK TV31 #&E&R31

Co-produced by & & F

»Z5 The Hong Kong Academ
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hkapa.edu

rthk.hk
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ACADEMY EVENTS IN JANUARY
ARERRREGER

CHINESE OPERA @ MUSIC
it i

20 THU | 11:00AM | AR i 26
Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - :
Cynthia Ke Yumeng (Cello)
WEBHELES m‘ﬁfi’§¥§§§ﬂ TRE ( KiRE )
Free event REHR (#) @ @

ACADEMY NEWS EEiEH | JANUARY 2022 ISSUE

WED | 6:30PM | AH

Academy Jiangnan Silk and Bamboo Ensemble Concert
BTN - ﬂfﬁ%ﬁ 25

Free event REHE (#) @ @®

14

28 FRI | 6:30PM | AR
20 THU | 12:00PM | AR i Academy Piano Concert
1o MON | 6'3.0PM | AR 18 TUE | 3:00PM | AH . . . Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - EEMEEY
Academy Piano Concert Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - Martin Kuo Tzu-ming (Viola) Free event SEHE () @@
EENEEYY James Lee Tin-chung (Saxophone) ﬁgﬁﬁﬁingﬁﬁ@n%ﬁ%gu TR (iREE)
Free event REHE () @ @ ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬂi”‘%‘éﬁ@’é‘%@%?‘] FXE(ERE) Free event SEHE () @@
12 WED | 6:30PM | AR Free event %#HAE (#) @ @
Academy Piano Concert 18 TUE | 4:00PM | AH
BEETEYY Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - .
’ R y o8 . VENUE 54 KEY 1
Free event REHE (#) @ @ Jack Lee Tin-hang (Clarinet)
14-15  FRI-SAT | 7:30PM | AD Eﬁﬁﬁnﬂin¥iﬁﬁ’a’¥§§§ﬂ FXRIE (EHEE) AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre (® The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
SE B EA RS SIS T B | St g
Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums Free event REHE () @ @ RERRES SRR BERBERHE
REER  (SEEE) 18 TUE | 6:00PM | AH AH i:;d:imﬁyf;ngie“ Hall (B) FuII—time;tudents, senion: citizen:] over 65 or people with disabilities
$90, $60, $85(M), $55(M), $45(B) ® @ Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - o ;\ﬁd TR .Bl - EHBIBE 65 ﬁﬁut&ﬂmg@%g{/\i o
A Chan Pui-shan (Voice) cademy Recital Hal (M) Members of SAPA and Academy Alumni Association
17 MON | 2:00PM | AR ;“a :ﬁ“' S Ea:‘: o BBERERE BERHEREERREE
. . . by E ] £ £:3 | e = R = ==}
Academy Postgradl{ate Mus‘lc Lecture Recital Series - IIE R . z‘;{ ;! LESS .ﬁm (E4¢) (#) The Academy free event; tickets are released half an hour before the start of the
Athena Kwong Po-ki (Yanggin) ree even ) 0® performance at the Academy Box Office on a first-come, first-served basis
ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁin%ﬁg*%ﬁﬁu MR (5% ) 18 TUE | 7:00PM | AH HEABEE 0 ASEARNELE SR SEERE - oF4a
Free event REHE (#) @ @ Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series -
17 MON | 3:00PM | AR Jeff Jiang Kuncheng (Voice)
Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - HERREERR ggggyu TEIHAL (5
Jessie Law Ho-yan (Zheng) Free event RRHE (+) @ @ NOTICE TO AUDIENCE
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiamﬁﬁ‘és‘é@%?u BB (4HE) 19 WED | 1:30PM | AR L G| REMARKS &35+
Free event RE&E (#) @ @ Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - ] ) ] ] The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
17 MON | 4:00PM | AR Iris Choi Wai-tung (Piano) In order to comply with the requirements stipulated in organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
: ) ) ) . e e g e s | smss the Prevention and Control of Disease (Requirements should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - RERREEIGEEE % A5 - 5RE (0F) and Directions) (Business and Premises) Regulation announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
Ivan Leung Ka-lok (Pipa) Free event REEH (#) @ . (Cap. 599F), when entering performance venues ?gaﬁ;gtphe Acaden?y ng Office on 2584 8514 or email vp@hkapa.edu. £
ﬁﬁﬁﬂ?uiam:iEE%@%?U RRE(EE) 19 WED | 2:30PM | AR of the Academy, you are required to scan the
Free event REHE (#) @ @ Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - "LeaveHomeSafe" QR code or register your name,
AR contact number and the date and time of the visit before . .
17 MON | 5:00PM | AR Alice Liu Qingyi (Piano) being allowed to enter for necessary contact tracing if a Check the most up-to-date diary online
Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - Eﬁﬁﬁniﬂﬁiili’é%@?ﬂ AR (F) confirmed case is found. Audiences are advised to arrive R SRR E R
Yeung Ka-wai (Erhu & Gaohu) Free event REER () @ @ venues earlier. www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁi*, <5 Ez%ﬁ%ﬂ *gﬁs ( :ﬂ&%ﬂ) 19 WED | 3:30PM | AR tﬁﬁ/*\ «fEBjJ_& % ( ;E &% ) (%?%&Eﬁﬁ )}E Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
Free event RE&HE (#) @ @ Acad Posteraduate Music Lecture Recital Seri GEHITTET NI E gzl Jo arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Per
cademy Fostgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - BIY ( 55 599F = )ﬁ/ﬁﬁ,ﬂi EEW?EA/?%%BE%)E%HIHU%‘ Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for further details
18 TUE | 1:00PM | AH Zhu Ruilai (Piano) IR T RRONEAT | A - SUEGTIE AR DUEZR BEAL ECET 5
Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series - ;ﬁgﬁﬁggi#gggsgn%ﬁgyu REK ($0) EEEETED EREEEEH - BRUGETRRRIESH o 2584 8633 vp@hkapa.edu
Patrick Lui Pak-hay (Composition) Free event REHHE (#) @ @
BEMRESEREESRIRY =
ieﬁt’ﬁf;;gzr g.ﬂ .Em (frih) 19 WED | 4:30PM | AR
v = Academy Postgraduate Music Lecture Recital Series -
18 TUE | 2:00PM | AH . . . Lai Peilin (Collaborative Piano) Due to the pandemic, there may be delays in the mailing of the printed eNews EBF R
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I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

AN AEEBREERXFERELERNERE  BREUTHE

e Students Development B34 3 & (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 41 : 222 $ BB &)

¢ Internationalisation BIFR{LIE B (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 21 : AEIHE + 7R ETE])

* Arts and Technology Z1iTE2Rl#% (e.g. Performing arts projects / research 4 : FEZMIBE / i3%)

¢ Campus Development KR E 2 & (e.g.Enhancement of learning facilities, new student hostel 71 : Bt BEHRE « HBEFE D)

Donation Amount B &

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[] HK$10,000 [] HK$5,000 [THK$1,000 [] Other Eftt HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS 8% A & ¥

Name of Individual or Organisation : (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASKESR (RE 1t/ RA BT /)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):
Bk AR S (B E T RE) -

Address i3t :

Tel £ : Email £% :

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address #43%3% B F 185U IE = L BEDibit)
Signature 354 : Date HHf :

REMARKS &7t

® A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

® Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while
donation of HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.

® Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

® Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

o IBRUBHE1007T S A LIS B MIBEMBI AR

o BFAEHES5,000TRU L ,,\aﬁﬁmﬂjwﬁﬁwﬂ%mmlﬁ?ﬁ ; BB H10,000 TR L
EEER SR FRIFEH

s FEIRKRERBGIR FREBEFELITE - FEELERARENR -

o XERFEFEE [FENERR] -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
mEERH - BN E (852) 2584 8729 HEEH ZE dev@hkapa.edu EBHARBEHLE o

Personal Information Collection Statement Y SE18 A & %158 57

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to

use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, p! i activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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