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There is No Single Way to Success
WBIERIh Z B

One summer in the 1980s, William Yong was an
aspiring and award-winning lead singer of a
band called Fundamental in Hong Kong's booming
pop music industry. Instead of just sticking with
singing, he took a leap of faith and enrolled in the
School of Dance at the Academy following his
secondary school graduation. Today, a contemporary
dance show choreographed by him is praised by
Canadian critics as a must-watch in 2020. Despite
the pandemic, his studio in Toronto continues to
explore and present the art form to a global audience
in avant-garde and thought-provoking fashion.

Before he entered the Academy, William had not received
any dance or choreography training. Growing up in a "not
well-off" family, he says, the dance artist had many
unexpected encounters that changed the course of his
professional life. As the only tertiary education provider
dedicated to the performing arts in the city, the Academy
has been providing an array of practice-based and
professional diplomas since 1984, and a few years later
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also started to offer undergraduate and postgraduate
programmes. William was among the first batch of
professional performing artists to graduate from the
Academy.

"Dance chose me," he says with enthusiasm. "l was very
lucky to have a group of such influential teachers. | am so
very grateful to the Academy because that was where |
started the whole dance journey."

Recalling his audition at the Academy, he believes it was
his mentality that impressed the panel most, notably his
belief that an artist needs to work both physically and
mentally. "l always work really hard and thoughtfully, even
in music. The determination to be able to pick things up,
and the determination to do something new and think of
possibilities, is very important. The panel might have seen
these qualities in me when | was auditioning in the studio.
I'm really thankful they accepted me; otherwise, | wouldn't
be here sitting in Canada talking to you guys now," he

quips.
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Teachers at the Academy had an immense influence on
him, he says, because when he first underwent
professional training as a student majoring in modern
dance, his start was not easy. As the only total beginner in
dance technique classes, his body was inflexible. His
posture was so stiff that he was teased by fellow
classmates as a "pillar of stone".

"I cried a few times in the first week at the Academy
because in dance classes, particularly for ballet, | knew
nothing about the syllabus. | thought | had made the wrong
decision in joining the Academy," says the long-time
dancemaker. "But then, | had some really amazing
teachers, like Ms Paula Lau. She used her spare time and
helped me out. She coached me privately after classes.
She had a lot of patience for me as well as a few other
teachers."

"Moreover, the group of students | was with were very
driven and of a high calibre. There was a lot of
competitiveness among us, especially in dance technique
training. | think we needed that, as it drove us to another
level. | was really lucky to have these inspiring classmates."

He continued his double life — as a dance student and a
singer — while he was studying at the Academy, managing
to strike a balance for several years before dance started
to take over.

"The Academy actually had one of the best post-
secondary courses and facilities in the world for training as
a performer," he says. "They also provided me with a really
safe environment to learn and build up my skills."

The Academy set him on the road to a career as a
professional dancer. Since then, he has performed in 75
cities within 15 countries, including the United Kingdom,
the United States and Canada. And it all began with the
Hong Kong Jockey Club Music and Dance Fund
Scholarships he obtained which allowed him to attend any
international dance school of his choice for further dance
studies after graduation from the Academy. He gave up his
singing career and decided to pursue a bachelor's degree
at the London Contemporary Dance School where he also
received further scholarships to complete a master's
degree with distinction.

After graduation, he worked with Wayne McGregor's
Random Dances and then joined the original cast of
Matthew Bourne's Swan Lake and Cinderella in the UK. He
worked with the company for five years before he

William has received numerous accolades, including
(top) Outstanding Performance of an Ensemble in the
Opera Division at the Dora Mavor Moore Awards 2019
(William was an ensemble member of Against the
Grain Theatre's opera production Kopernikus), and
(below) the "I love Dance/J'aime la danse Award" for
Innovation in 2013 presented by Canadian Dance
Assembly.

William G # B2 #4218 > €3F (L) MM=KDora Mavor
Moore Awardsiy TEHFRER (REEEE) 1 (William#
Against the Grain Theatre® ERIHREI (Kopernikus) HY
BESEa>—) UKk (T) MEXREHEHIN RAE
£ — AR $|IB o

emigrated to Canada where he joined the Toronto Dance
Theatre. In August 2005, he decided to start his own not-
for-profit charitable contemporary dance organisation
called Zata Omm (zataomm.org) to create multidisciplinary
contemporary dance works by integrating dance,
technology and other art forms. Zata Omm is in a state of
constant development with on-going artistic research to
explore the artistic climate and reflect contemporary
culture.

"In my early years at the Academy, | saw all these amazing
teachers who helped me so much. Now, when | go into
guest teaching positions, | always try to inspire those who
are very talented and also lift up the students who are less
talented. | believe, as a teacher, that you can be so
inspirational and influential for all students."
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William is dedicated to integrating technology in his
dance pieces. (Photo of Grist, taken by Sandra Lynn
Belanger)
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While William received an award and ten nominations at
the Dora Mavor Moore Awards, regarded as the Toronto
equivalent of the Tony Awards on Broadway, he
acknowledges that such recognition is less important than
knowing your own worth and claiming your own space.
Achieving so much in the international arena, as William
has done, is not an easy task. "l think we all have to find
our own path and build our own success," he says. "We all
can determine what is precious for us. Everyone will have
their own definition and journey to success."

One of William's groundbreaking achievements is his
work integrating technology and dance. In his latest
production, Eden Planted, which was staged in February
this year, William and his team riffed with the idea of
genetic engineering and a technological utopia, subjects
that touch on human evolution, biology and futurology.
His collaborators explored possibilities with projection
mapping and robotic elements on stage, giving the
audience a more profound and more inspiring sensation
than television entertainment shows.

With virus containment measures currently restricting
gatherings in enclosed spaces, the global performing arts
business is suffering a significant blow. However, where
there are limitations, there will be opportunities for
innovation.

"l think art is taking a much broader view," he says. "lt's no
longer linear and arranged in terms of divisions. Artists are
adaptable and resilient, and will find new ways to create
and present."

His creative team has started to rehearse with video-
conferencing apps. He also has tried to find new ways to
choreograph virtually. Although physical contact is not
possible at the moment, making duets impossible, this has

Prior to dancing,
William was the lead
singer of local band -
Fundamental. The
photo shows the
second album
released by the band.
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not stopped him from making art and adapting to the
digital world.

But, as he says, all these ideas do not come out of the
blue; they require time to research and investigate before
one gets as far as the studio. "You have got to seek 'the
truth', dig deep and research the most significance through
your own methodology and philosophy," he says. "Whether
the subject matter is something you don't yet fully
understand or something that is very close to your heart,
you still have to spend time on developing an intelligent
piece of work that will engage, challenge and communicate
with the audience."

"It has long been my wish to bring my workspace to Hong
Kong or to do something back at the Academy. I'm open
to presenting my works there and also doing works with
the students or teaching because | was born in Hong
Kong. That's my motherland and I'd like to contribute in
any way if the opportunity arises." &
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William's latest production Eden Planted riffed with the
idea of genetic engineering and a technological utopia.

WilliamW R EEEM (Eden Planted) > BIfEERKBEE
ETREFMAHE BFEFR © (Photo by / ##8 : David Hou)

ACADEMY NEWS REi#M | OCT 2020 ISSUE

=The Academy Launches Financial
Relief Initiatives for Students
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The Academy has launched new COVID-19 related financial relief initiatives to provide relief to its local students who
are experiencing genuine financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. For this, the Academy has raised a
record-breaking funds, of which around HK$11.3M will be used to set up a bursary scheme and new scholarships. The
new initiatives and the fundraising activities were led by Council Chairman Professor Stephen Chow Chun-kay, with
the full support of all Council members.

The Academy will continue to monitor the development of the COVID-19 pandemic and provide necessary and timely
support to students in need. £
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2020/21 COVID-19
Student Support Bursary
BEBEEE

The objective of this one-off bursary is to provide

HKAPA Scholarships
2020/21 BERRIRBE

The Scholarships are to assist those families of local
funding to support Academy students who are undergraduate students who are experiencing genuine
experiencing financial difficulties, or whose families financial hardship, with priority given to Year 1
are experiencing unexpected financial challenges. A students. Each full scholarship will be for the amount of
HKS$42,100. The scholarship will be available for 5% of

the total student population of each of the six Schools;

bursary of up to a maximum amount of HK$10,000
will be made available for each successful applicant.
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the duration of the awards will be for up to four years,
renewable subject to satisfactory academic results and
the School's recommendation.
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The Academy Appoints
Professor Gillian Choa as

New Director

REDRHZEEHNSHRASHERER

The Council of the Academy announced on 2 September
2020 the appointment of Professor Gillian Choa as the
new Director of the Academy with effect from 1 January
2021. She will succeed Professor Adrian Walter, who will
retire at the end of December 2020 after serving the
Academy for over eight years. Professor Choa will become
the first female Director since the establishment of the
Academy in 1984.

Professor Choa, who is currently Deputy Director and
Provost of the Academy, has worked at the Academy for
more than two decades. She received a bachelor's degree
with honours in Drama from the University of Hull, and an
advanced Theatre Design diploma from Croydon College
of Art and Design. She furthered her studies at The
University of Hong Kong, where she received master's and
doctoral degrees in Education Policy, Management and
Social Sciences. Her professional expertise has seen her
regularly design sets and costumes for Academy
productions. She worked extensively as a designer of sets
and costumes in Theatre, Television, Film and high-end
commercial concerns before joining the Academy. Earlier in
her career, she also directed and designed theatre lighting
and was editor of local fashion and architecture magazines.
Her work encompasses numerous film and stage
productions overseas and in Hong Kong. She was
recognised as the first professionally trained theatre
designer in Hong Kong, and was the first Resident
Designer for Chung Ying Theatre Company. Professor
Choa has been nominated for and received many
accolades for her local and international work.

HEERREEN2020F9828 A B EEEE
BAMERE  THH021E1H1RBARN B8
K R2020F 128 ERIN  EERREA/N\FHES
B - ZRRHGRERBI1984ER LR E MK
B e

ZHRRAREGNRIREERER  HEBERKRE
HBI204F o SEHHUIRABEENHBAE (University of
Hull) FZE &P B ZMTEE 526k ( Croydon College
of Art and Design ) » 2 BEMEEEIE+ (L8 ) B4
MEBEBRFTEAER HEREBREBNEREH

Professor Stephen Chow, Council Chairman of the
Academy said, "On behalf of the Council, | am delighted to
welcome Professor Gillian Choa as the next Academy
Director. Professor Choa is a veteran, and a highly
regarded practitioner in the performing arts industry, locally
and internationally. She has been contributing to the
Academy for over 20 years, gaining a deep understanding
of its unique strengths, so is well positioned to lead it
forward in its next stage of development. | am confident
that with her extensive and broad experience in the
performing arts industry, and also as a dedicated educator,
Professor Choa will take the Academy to new heights. |
would also like to take this opportunity to convey our
gratitude to Professor Adrian Walter, Director of the
Academy, for his leadership and great contribution to the
Academy over the past eight years. | wish him a very
happy retirement."

Professor Adrian Walter said, "The appointment of
Professor Choa as the new Director is a very positive and
exciting outcome for the Academy. With her extensive
practical experience of the performing arts, and breadth of
experience as a senior manager within the higher
education sector and within a conservatory setting,
Professor Choa is ideally positioned to lead the Academy
in its future development, and to ensure its continuing role
as a leading higher education institution within Hong Kong,
the Greater Bay Area, regionally and globally."

Professor Choa said, "I am most honoured to be offered
this very prestigious position that will allow me to take the
reins to oversee the Academy's future. | am excited and
committed to working with the Academy Council,
stakeholders, and the bright and creative minds of my staff
and students, to bring the Academy to another level as a
highly regarded performing arts institute of global
significance. The possibilities are endless even in these
challenging times. | firmly believe that challenges are
opportunities for positive transformation if taken head on
with wisdom, rigour, determination, mutual respect and
tolerance."

Professor Choa shared her vision and plans for the future
development of the Academy at a consultation session via
a webinar with students, staff and alumni representatives
on 28 August 2020. &

The Academy News interviewed Professor Choa in January this year. Revisit the story :
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HKAPA Online Information Day 2020
LR EEAH2020
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Ranked the 1% in Asia and 7" in the world, the Academy
is committed to offering professional and
multidisciplinary performing arts education for
youngsters, helping them become aspiring performing
artists. Get to know more about its educational
opportunities by joining the HKAPA Online Information
Day 2020, which will be held on 17 October. The six
Schools will host admission talks, student's sharing

A Dream-Come-True Place for Emerging Performing Artists
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Expert Talks #5389 =

Wan Fai-yin B Dominic Wong 3k | Olivia Yan ERskiE

Kiwi Chow BER

Ma Wai-him S5 Heidi Lee &

Winner of Award for Acting Artistic Director | Veteran Theatre

Best Artist (Xiqu) at the [fofCity Contemporary | Playwright,

Hong Kong Arts Dance Company Director and Teacher
Development Awards | 4 e 5% BEREABM IS
EBBTRERE ERBAREE

Director of Best Film at |'Suona Principal of
the 35" Hong Kong Hong Kong Chinese
Film Awards Orchestra
REFIEEEEY BB LEEHREE

EHEREBR

Executive Director of
Hong Kong Ballet
EEEEEMITERMEE

sessions and a Q & A webinar, providing programme
information and useful interview tips. Outstanding alumni
and industry leaders will also share their views on the

FABMBED ZRBZMITRVRIARRIEE -

development and prospects of the industry.
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PRINCIPAL'S
RECOMMENDATION
SCHEME
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To encourage more secondary school students with
distinguished achievements in the performing arts to apply
for admission to the Academy, the Academy will roll out
the Principal's Recommendation Scheme again this year
and will increase the nomination quota to six per secondary
school. Recommended students will enjoy a waiver of
application fee and a guaranteed audition or interview.

Application for admission in 2021/22 will start
on 5 October 2020. Don't miss the valuable opportunity
to study in the world-renowned institution, a place
where young people with passion for the performing arts
can thrive. &

HKAPA Online Information Day 2020
Date: 17 October 2020 (Sat)
Time: 10am - 2pm

REGISTRATION #(%

4 ERIZEMB 2020
HEHA : 20208108178 (%)
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2020/21 First Semester Academy Major Productions
2020/21 FRRIEZ S RBUELH

School of Drama: Ng Wong the Swordsman
BiBIER - (XTDEH)
Date HEA : Mid-December 2020412 A /A
Venue #1245 : Academy Studio Theatre JEE [ EEEIS

School of Drama: Antigone
BiRIERR : (ZEELR)
Date HHJ : Mid-December 20204128 &
Venue #1 2 : Academy Drama Theatre & E22[7 5 & 5

School of Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums
B BPr - (SEEE)
Date HEA : Early February 202142 8 4]
Venue #12 : Academy Drama Theatre J5& 2522 [ 55 1 52

P

INESE OPERAIL

When educators switch to online teaching, adjustments
need to be made to the design and content of the
lectures. In some cases technology can facilitate the
adaptation, but in some cases the barriers may seem
impossible to break through. The second session of
"The Future — Performing Arts Education" webinar series,
organised by the Academy's Education Information
Technology Unit on 1 September, discussed ways to
make online education accessible by examining the
hurdles to online teaching and exploring solutions. The
three speakers (from top, below photos) were Academy
faculty members Stella Lau (Senior Lecturer (Ballet) and
Leader of GYDP & Outreach) and Brian Watkins (Lecturer
(Scenic Art)), and Logan Balavijendran (Customer Success
Manager, Instructure (Canvas)).

Two Academy faculty members shared the adjustments

ACADEMY NEWS REiEH | OCT 20200MSSUE

and steps they made for their online classes. As scenic art
needs a large physical space and machinery, Brian explained
that online teaching cannot be a direct substitute for face-to-
face classes, but noted that there are ways to continue the
learning process, such as doing online practices and teaching
theories. This helps to prepare students, so they make more
rapid progress when face-to-face classes resume. Stella
spoke of the extra care the School of Dance had taken to
ensure students' welloeing, especially during rehearsals away
from the School's carefully designed dance spaces. She
discussed the significance of connecting with her
students, reflecting on how through listening to them
she can better understand their changing needs and the
factors affecting their learning. On the technical side,
Logan gave detailed examples of how educators can
employ multiple online platforms to maximise the
interaction with their students. &

Webinar Discussed Ways to
Make Online Education Accessible
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- All the above productions are produced in collaboration with the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts.

- More information about the productions will be released later on the Academy website and social media
platforms.

- The School of Music hosts over 200 concerts during the year. Admission to most concerts is free.

- FREHE BERBE MRFEMSBRIHRIE

- BB FBERINRESAENH R TFE AT o

- BRBR2FERNA005THLE 0 AL REAS
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Watch the recording of the discussion on the webinar's website, where details of upcoming webinars and recordings of [ -.-I"tﬁ"...'é!
past sessions are also available. ey H E
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The above awardees are School of Music students A F B EEAES

t Prize at 2020 "Golden
lassical Music Awards"
International Competition (Online
competition - Senior (no age

USE %

Cheung Yiu-yan (Year 2) was
the co-winner of 2020

International Trombone
Association George Roberts
Bass Trombone Competition.
SRIERR (—F4) 12020 BER
5% 1% & George Roberts{& & & 5
REEZERE o

Pong Tin-yau (Year 2, Master
of Music) received First Prize
at 2020 International Music
Competition "Paris and London"
Grand Prize Virtuoso — (Winds
category).
BXGE(ELREBEZFER) X
2020BIR S L RE "EREMA L
Virtuoso REEEREHE—H ©

LEBRELE

Professor Ray Wang (Head of Strings

nd Head of Junior Music Department)
and Hui Ling (part time faculty) of the
School of Music received Special Award
for Mentorship at the Student of the
Year Awards 2019/20 organised by the

South China Morning Post.

EEHE (RS RANEVEFLRREEE)
A OFFE (RBHA ) REEERERN
2019/20F FE AL 48 TR RII58 (2EHT ) o

Ilvy Pang (Class of 2004,
School of Drama) was
awarded Best Actress in the
Be Epic London International
Film Festival 2020 for her
role in An Endless End.

B W E (BB 2t - 20044
X)) REX (KELEFE) W
A 5 ¥ Be Epicf 2
2020 R{EXRESR o

Photo extracted from the

trailer HRBERESH

=
N R

The Birth of A Movie, directed and written by MFA Year 2 student Guo Yapeng
(middle) and produced by Ding Yuin-shan (Head (Screen Creative Producing)
and Postgraduate Programme Leader), both from the School of Film and
Television, received the Future Star Programme Potential Works Award at The
14" FIRST MART Award Ceremony.

EXERELGMNBER (EED BEIRE_FRE) BENRE - TE
W (EE (FRAK) MIARARESRE ) BERAH (FRETE) £F14E
FIRSTS R i MBI IR R T RKER | sTBENFERE -

~

p— v . ( |

Sherri Lun Hoi-ching (left) and Cheung Hei-man

(right) was the winner and 1 runner-up respectively
at the Student of the Year Awards 2019/20
(Performing Artist) organised by the South China
Morning Post.

RELE (£ ) NRBX (H) REEERENN
2019/20F AR (RFEBMRKR ) DREE—FE
o8

Lo Yin-wah Natalie was the Grand Final Winner
at the 2020 YCYW Young Musicians Competitions,
and the Winner of the 28" World Music Competition
(National Prize - under 17 category).
BERNR2020F BRREVDFFLLBR25ET
T HFEBEMASTLLEE (17TERLUTRKRA5 )
BHE o
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Chan Lok-shun (left) and Cheung Yim-
lap Justin (right) received the 1° prize and

2" prize respectively at the 72" Hong Kong
Schools Music Festival Original Composition
Class (N827) .

BRE (£) HIRBN (H) RET2EEE
BRELGEMLLE (N872) 2RI ETEM
G o

Chong Ho-kwan won the Silver Medal
(Children category) at the 2020 5" Beijing Dizi
Invitational Competition.
AEDIN2020F hEIL R A AFEZEEIL
RATAEEE B AR o /\

The above awardees are Junior Music Programme students LA F SRR EE ATV EFHFEERLE
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts welcomes your support to our students who are future artists for Hong Kong and the region. Most
of the funds received will be used as scholarships to enable highly talented and deserving students to pursue their studies in the performing arts.

The funds will also support capital projects, overseas study tours and other student related activities. Please act now!

SERZSRFEMHBMBENS - HEESBEREABRRENRE—D | BEBRAESOASMIZSIMEEURIIESE -
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Donation Form 153K %

I would like to make a donation to support The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

BRERMHEERESR

Donation Amount 18I %E :

Donor Particulars I8ERIAER

(Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/ Prof)
(FBE /T I RA BT HR)

Name of Individual or Organisation:

IBRASEEEIE

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

B8 AR (R0 EMARR) |

Address i :
Tel B5F Email EEf -
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address
X B FIBRUURE L BEMIL )
Signature 8872 : Date 5HA :
Remarks izt

« A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.
«  Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while donation of

Online Donation #@_E188

HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.
*  Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office,

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, | Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
*  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

© IBFUEEE 100 STROL EISERUURIFIDRALE -

* IBRUEKE 5,000 ST E - HEBRSIIBEARHRIRIBN 5 BB 10,000 TH L -

BEBRSINERIERS
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For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852)2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.

BEE - FNEE (852)2584 8729 HEELZE dev@hkapa.edu ELFHRARMHE

Personal Information Collection INEEEA B RIER

Donation by credit card is available online at:

NI RERBRIL MBI ETIR LB
www.hkapa.edu/giving

[=] i [=]
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The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies
with the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy

intends to use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes.
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