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Homegrown ballet dancer Peggy Lai Pui-ki began taking ballet
lessons at three and joined the Gifted Young Dancer Programme
(GYDP) as a secondary school student. After graduating from
Form 5, she enrolled in the Academy's ballet Diploma
programme and then the Bachelor's Degree programme. In the
first year of her Bachelor's studies, she was recruited by the
Hong Kong Ballet (HKB) and thus began life as a full-time
ballet dancer.

Having been away from full-time studies for seven years, Peggy
returned to her alma mater last year to embark on a Master's in
Dance. She is hoping to teach at the Academy in the future. "I
want to do my best to nurture more local ballet talent." Away
from the glamour of the stage, the dancer displays her genuine
self as she relates the story of a dream fulfilled.
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(From left) Witnessing personal growth — Peggy performed  (Above)

in Hong Kong Ballet (HKB)'s The Nutcracker at three Dancers: Lai Pui-ki Peggy (Centre) and Hong
different stages of life: as a child (Peggy is on the right); Kong Ballet Dancers

as an undergraduate student loaned to HKB in the role of Photographer: Conrad Dy-Liacco

Snowflake; in the role of Clara as a full-time HKB dancer. Courtesy of Hong Kong Ballet
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The grace of ballet hides extremely difficult
techniques and hours of painful practice. Yet
Peggy has pleasant memories of learning the art
form as a child. "Lessons were twice a week. They
weren't overly demanding. | was lucky. | did well in
contests and got help from many people. My
teachers were also fond of me and many
opportunities were opened up for me."

Peggy regards Academy Senior Lecturer (Ballet)
Stella Lau, who is also the Leader of GYDP and
Outreach, as her life mentor. Stella has been a
witness to Peggy's development since her GYDP
days, inspiring her to enrol in the Academy's
Diploma programme. When Peggy moved on to
the Bachelor's programme, she was loaned to
HKB in her first year of study to perform in The
Nutcracker. Later, HKB recruited new talent and
again she was chosen. "The Hong Kong Ballet
recruits one Hong Konger per year. | thought that
if I waited two years to get my Bachelor's Degree
before taking part in the selection process again, |
may not make it, so | said yes very quickly."

Letting the Body Speak

As an only child much doted upon by teachers
and older people, Peggy's path was smooth and
breezy until she turned professional. Then the
pressure came. "When | was an intern at HKB, |
was reprimanded almost daily. Frankly | wasn't
used to it. | would cry when | got home from
work." As Confucius said, "To know shame is
akin to courage", and Peggy decided to better
prepare herself to speed up her learning. When
notified of a forthcoming performance, she
would begin by watching the relevant videos at
home. After eight months of adaptation and hard
work, she finally got the hang of it.

Now in her seventh year at HKB, Peggy has
played her favourite roles, and enjoyed the
limelight and great applause. She will also be
promoted to Coryphée in the coming season. In
recent years she began to contemplate the path
ahead. "l was a little lost. I'd go to work every
day — I'd dance; then I'd rest. | seemed to have
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missed out on other facets of life. | felt all that
was left of me was a shell with a void inside, and
if | let this state continue, | would never make
progress."

Kevin McKenzie, Artistic Director of the
American Ballet Theatre, once remarked, "No
matter how talented you are when you're
young, there's a certain amount of life
experience you can't accelerate." Peggy has
always admired Stella for her breadth of
knowledge and knack for conversation on just
about any topic with just about anyone —
abilities which put her in the shade. "Stella is
an important person in my life and a role
model. Several years ago, she encouraged me
to pursue further studies and suggested |
applied for a scholarship. Lilly, a good friend of
mine, is a dance graduate of the Academy who
went overseas for dance therapy studies on a
scholarship from The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Music and Dance Fund. | decided to try my
luck and succeeded. So here | am, back in the
Academy, studying the Master of Fine Arts in
Dance."
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Fuelling the Dream

With her nine-to-six job and three nights of
classes at the Academy, Peggy quips that she
has no idea how she survived the first semester.
"It's tough, but the Master's programme has
helped me a lot. Homework is usually an
analytical essay of 3,000 to 4,000 words that |
can only do during holidays and lunch breaks.
Fortunately I'm used to it now." While the
emphasis of the Diploma programme is dance
technique, the Master's stresses theory, analysis
and critical thinking. Peggy confesses that this is
the type of training she needs the most. "The
course on Decoding Performance is taught by
Daniel Yeung, who likes to ask us questions that
make us think. My classmates are all quite
expressive with their opinions, but | have a hard
time translating mine into words. However with
Daniel's guidance, | am beginning to think critically."

After her Master's, Peggy intends to continue with
her studies, specialising in art administration, and
hopes to join the Academy as a teacher in the
future. "HKB has over 50 members, but of these,
only six or seven are Hong Kongers. | want to
help Hong Kong dancers with potential. Ballet
has been central to my life. Being able to nurture
dancers born and raised in Hong Kong would be
something tremendously meaningful." &
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Music and Dance Fund |

Peggy received a scholarship from the Jockey Club Music and
Dance Fund to take a Master's in Dance at the Academy.
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Teaching and Learning
Beyond Boundaries

RN |

For the second semester of this academic year, the
Academy has moved over from face-to-face teaching
to online teaching as a result of the Novel Coronavirus
outbreak. Most academic courses and discipline-based
subjects have been conducted online since 2 March,
with teachers and students demonstrating a high level
of adaptability and creativity during this unprecedented
time. &
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HKAPA
M.MUS IN CONDUCTING

The School of Music announces a new

M.Mus. in Conducting for Western Orchestra
starting 2020 September
directed by

Dean of Music, Prof. Sharon Choa

to be joined by conducting professors from APA’s partner institutions as well as
internationally-renowned conductors giving regular and master classes.

Application Deadline
30 April 2020 (to include an audition video)

Live auditions and interviews to be held in May & June

Application Enquiry
music@hkapa.edu

More information

B
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The Academy Ranked 7" in the World by QS
BEBRMN QS HIREBRIKFE L

The Academy is pleased to receive the outcome of
the latest QS World University Rankings, in which it
is ranked 7" in the category of Performing Arts, and
remains number one in Asia. Academy Council
Chairman Professor Stephen Chow and Academy
Director Professor Adrian Walter wish to express
their gratitude to

the Academy

community for

their contribution &

and to the Home

Affairs Bureau @, 8K ) HEBER R ABIQSE FABL AL

for their strong S - AR R R EE L RS TN E

support. &, g = — - BRWAEREIND  RERTEAIREHE
BEREEBRBRHERRCHER  URER
EHEBNE NI o A

Tsang Tsui-shan Z 21

(Class of 2001, School of Film and
V Television) received Silver Award at the

Open Category of the 25" ifva Awards with

her work Ward 11.

BRBEHRRM - 2001F8K) REB25EifvaBIrig ‘\
R RESERLEER (— —) RORBERRE -
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School of Drama to Launch New Majors
including Applied Theatre

% 5 22 B ¥R 18 FE A 51 15 F 12 5R 18

To ensure the continuing relevance of the curriculum to societal
demand as well as developments in the industry, the School of
Drama is set to introduce three new areas of study, namely, Acting
for Musical Theatre, Applied Theatre, and Dramaturgy. Dramaturgy
will first be launched as a new major subject of the Master's
programme in the coming academic year, while all three subjects
will be added to the Bachelor's Degree programme in the
academic year 2021/22 as new majors, joining the two current
majors in Acting and Directing.

The School has been promoting the application and importance of Applied Theatre through public
talks, one of which was recently broadcast on the RTHK TV Programme Knowledge Zone (available in
Cantonese only). 2li—EHRBHERAR > LiIREHEEY - EAEABREAME (SEEaR) BIRER—

EERMEREISINRTEE  EPEEEREMNSE !

Classroom Drama = &5

Associate Dean of Drama Estella
Wong sees the addition as a
much-needed step to increase the
scope of the contribution that
professional drama education has
in the community. As Head of
Applied Theatre at the School,
Estella believes Applied Theatre
has a lot to offer young students,
the industry and the public at
large, saying, "Applied Theatre is
a very new field of study in Hong
Kong, which allows drama artists
to create their unique theatre art
piece and, at the same time, to
bring about changes in different
groups of our community." &
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Youth Theatre H/E#
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The admission details of the new majors will be announced on the School's website later.

MERERBEFBERRE

FrABUaATE ©

All the above activities demonstrate how Drama students have been connecting with the community through the application of the theatrical
arts. X ESEB ESRERIREAIE » BB TRFISH BB RS



Head of Screen Creative
Producing and Postgraduate
Programme Leader of the School
of Film and Television, Ding Yuin-
shan, recently brought two recent
graduates of the Master of Fine
Arts in Cinema Production,
Maurice Lai and Anson Chen, to
the RTHK programme Young Film
Makers 4 to talk about last year's
graduation project. Named The
Smoke that Blinds Us, the short
film tells the story of a grieving
mother, played by Stephanie Che,
who finds ways to live with the
sudden death of her elder son.
With some scenes shot in Japan
thanks to the roundtrip flight
tickets sponsored by Cathay
Pacific Airways Limited, the film is
regarded as one of the best films
produced by the School. &

Fresh Graduates Share Filmmaking Experience on RTHK
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Watch the RTHK programme and
an edited version of the film (in
Cantonese only) at
EREBNEAESSNSEREBATEE
=R

The School of Film and Television hosts its annual Graduation
Screenings towards the end of the academic year to show
the short films produced by the graduating class. The details
of this year's Screenings will be announced on the Academy
website and social media platforms. Stay tuned!
BYERERSFIINSRKENBL MR > BREEN
BENER o SERMEFER I RESRAIEM LML T
1_\/'\*5 o

Poster image provided by the Hong Kong Federation of Drama Societies. ACADEMY NEWS SR | APR 2020 ISSUE

Some details on the poster are in Chinese only.

EEBHRAETEHENEIRY ; BAERRURHE PR -

Luna Gale, a 2018 Academy production that
was adapted from Rebecca Gilman's script, is
returning to the stage this summer. Directed by
Senior Lecturer of the School of Drama Terence
Chang, the 2018 production was performed and
produced by Academy students, gaining
industry-wide recognition and receiving a
number of accolades in major drama awards
last year. Drawing on this success, the Hong
Kong Federation of Drama Societies will present
the production using the majority of the original
team, looking to charm audiences once again.
2018 FBEBRRELE (R BNSEEFH
EZRXR! (R AIDZEEERFT SHESNAL
HEAERSRAMDEESE  BERREBRK
HRBLE REFHAFNEERRBEZERR
EXRETE SENREHBTEHBBIBEER K
BREMEEZNERRNAT  HEBRGBERE
LREHED -

B et mmm Bt EEms =8

WiEE  TRE RER HER XN BEEE SRR £S5 ORE

The performance, originally planned for March
2020, has been rescheduled for the summer.
Event details will be announced at the Hong
Kong Federation of Drama Societies' website:

SENBEHRENRIA LE  BREHEES -
R IEREAESBEAHE ML

Read the Academy News interview with core
team members of the 2018 production:

BER (R2iEH) H2018FEREERNED
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Upcoming Acaemy Productions

Bli¢ LR EZ R RR(FEE

Save the Date

School of Dance: Spring Performances

FIESM | HBFED

Date HHA :  Mid-May 58

Venue #1234 © Academy Lyric Theatre
EBEB A

School of Drama: Castle of Glass

BRBI2BR © (IREET)

Date HEf : Late May 58K

Venue #1234 © Academy Drama Theatre
REBETRYEIT

School of Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums

BRHEARR ¢ (SREE)

Date HHf : Late June 68K

Venue #1234 © Academy Drama Theatre
REBETRYEIT

School of Drama: Pornography

EIRIEA0R | (E&)

Date HHf : Late June 68K

Venue #%4 © Academy Studio Theatre
BEBEREIS

* With the exception of these events, all other productions
are produced in collaboration with the School of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts. BRILEFB YL > FREETE BSHES RNIEEME
PretaBhELE o

More information about the productions will be released later on the Academy website

B IR E

School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts:
Sunset Concert

ZORUEEMNSR . BETYE

Date HHf :  July or Aug tentatively 85172485
Venue #1125 © To be confirmed &7

School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts:
Graduate Exhibition

BB | BXE

Date HHA ©  July or Aug tentatively 85172183
Venue #1125 © To be confirmed & &

School of Music: Concerto Feast**
BB | (HEaBE) *

Date HHA : To be confirmed &
Venue #1%f : Academy Concert Hall ‘HE 22 &= S48

&

School of Film and Television:
Graduation Screenings*

B ERER | EE(ERBRM*
Date HHA : To be confirmed &
Venue #1124 © To be confirmed & &

#The School of Music hosts over 200 concerts
during the year. Admission to most concerts is
free. SRSZR2FRIPE005ZTELE > KO %R
BAL -

li HKAPA.edu @ hkapa_edu D HKAPA

and social media platforms. 87 Bs¥ B IR B2 AL MHI T A A ©

Cancellation

ACADEMY NEWS REi#E | APR 2020 ISSUE

of Academy Festival 2020
SETBREZ2REHEFTIAE

) |

In view of the unfolding situation regarding the Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, the Academy has
carefully considered all factors and has decided to cancel
this year's Academy Festival, an annual initiative that is
held in the second quarter to offer a series of student
performances and activities to the public. The Festival
looks forward to its return next year.

REHEABRFSBRARRFNERIRR
ERBEEBRRZHFAMHE  EMICES
BEERRERRS (RBH ) REHNE
FEFET 2R -RIBBETEM
HENKREMBBE LTS  BARKS
REFEZMPEEAE - REHH LN
FRARBE -

As no events will be held at the Academy in April 2020,
there is no monthly diary in the April issue of the
Academy News. The Academy hopes to resume the
performing art activities as soon as the situation allows,
and thanks its supporters for their kind understanding. &

If you wish to receive Academy's information in electronic format,
please register at this link.

BT URUE T HANEUEZRB R E - BUDE| HABI B -
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts welcomes your support to our students who are future artists for Hong Kong and the region. Most
of the funds received will be used as scholarships to enable highly talented and deserving students to pursue their studies in the performing arts.

The funds will also support capital projects, overseas study tours and other student related activities. Please act now!

SERZBRFEOHBMBLENS - AEESBEREABRRENRE—27 | BEBRAESOASMIZIMEBURIIESE -
FAERSNEE - REERRENOBERE - SRR SRIFNERIE - BESERBINSERAMSNEE) - FRIBHT |

Donation Form 153K %

I would like to make a donation to support The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

BRERMHEERESR

Donation Amount 18I %E :

Donor Particulars I8ERIAER

(Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/ Prof)
(FBE /T I RN BT HR)

Name of Individual or Organisation:

IBRASEEEIE

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

B8 AR (208 EARR) |

Address i :
Tel B5F Email EEf -
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address
X B FIBRUUBEE L BEMIL )
Signature 8% : Date 5HA :
Remarks izt

« A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.
«  Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while donation of

Online Donation #_ 188

HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.
*  Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office,

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, | Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
*  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

© IBFUEEE 100 ST EIERUURIFIDIRALE -

* IBFUEKE 5,000 ST E - HEBIRSIIBEARHRIRIBN 5 BFUEHE10,000 TH L -

BEBRSINERIERS
¢ FEZRBEAIEXER  FOETBEFETITE—R  SERESROREN -
© RERREFER SBREZR,

°

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852)2584 8863 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.

BEEY - ENEE (852)2584 8863 HEAELZE dev@hkapa.edu ELFHRARMHE

Personal Information Collection IEEEA B RIER

Donation by credit card is available online at:

E NI RERERIL MBI ETIR LB
www.hkapa.edu/giving

[=] i [=]
(=]

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies
with the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy

intends to use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes.

SERELRFCEET (BAEH (TaE) 501 - UWHSREBABHLEBNERAE - Alt - BESRSHRS TETRBSHRERRBIRE - BESRBIKE (BAER (E) &) - ERRREAKERNBAEMEB
#BHE « BN SEESHRNERRSHERME -



