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Dialogue with Two New Department Heads:
Promoting Empowerment and

Embracing Innovation
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Head of Contemporary Dance, Dam Van Huynh
RAFRTIAEEEM

In today's ever-changing world, challenges and
opportunities come in tandem, and education, being
at the frontline of societal development, has to evolve
accordingly. As The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts celebrates its 35" anniversary, its pursuit of
innovation never ceases.

This year, besides welcoming a new Head of Contemporary
Dance, Dam Van Huynh, the Academy community greets
a new Head of Project Management (Chinese Opera),
Buck Ng.

Born in Vietnam, raised in the US and long based in the UK,
renowned choreographer and dancer Dam Van Huynh has
chosen to settle in Hong Kong after travelling across the globe
and receiving multiple awards. After running a dance studio in
the UK for some years, Huynh has decided to contribute to the
industry not by presenting more performances, but through
sharing his experience with younger dancers.

Dancing is so pivotal to him that the course of his life would
have been completely different without it. A refugee who
migrated to the US after the Vietnam War, he believes dancing
has helped him to self-actualise and find ways to succeed.

"l took part in community projects that were designed to
keep young people off the streets, and which gave me the
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Contemporary dance students performing
excerpts of As It Fades at the Fall
Performances last academic year.
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opportunity to see a world | never would
have seen otherwise," says Huynh, who
fondly looks back on the impact of the
dance classes he joined when he was
young.

He recalled that in the first lesson the
dance instructor asked him for his name.
The instructor could not pronounce
it correctly after several attempts, so
the young Huynh suggested that the
instructor could name him however she
chose. However she refused, saying
that his name mattered and that she
would only call him by his name. This
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was how empowerment first came to
him as a child growing up in the US,
while teaching him that education is a
powerful tool for empowering others.

Huynh becomes the new Head of
Contemporary Dance at The Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts seven
years after his last visit as an artist-in-
residence. He describes the feeling as
an "oddity" - he has never lived in Asia
since leaving Vietnam as a child.

"It would be selfish to believe that |
could just keep taking and never give
back, so education has always been at
the forefront of my mind," he adds.

From a place with only one or two
Asian artists to one full of committed
young Asian souls, for Huynh, who was
raised and educated in the US, being
able to teach at the Academy is like a
"homecoming".

"It was quite inspiring," he says. "My
cultural heritage was really prevalent at
that time, so Hong Kong has become a
symbol of my empowerment."

The Academy's supportive environment,
allied to Huynh's ambition, is a breeding
ground for new ideas. When one's cris
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de cceur become reality, the impact can
be unprecedented, like a contemporary
dancer who breaks through essentialism
and embraces the beauty of each
dancing style.

Due to his diverse cultural background,
he has built a link between his
cultural exchanges and his aesthetic
expression. He also shares the same
sort of thoughts Hong Kong dance
students typically have, as he seeks to
bring a sense of empowerment to the
department.

Dance students at the Academy
provide him with a lot to think about.
On the one hand, students are "eager
and hungry for new information and
new ideas", which he thinks is key to
their success. On the other hand, he
believes the students' mind-set has
become one of their challenges.

"It took a little bit of a rebellious mind
for me to say: 'Look, mum! | would
really like to do this.' | think perhaps
it's something we have to do together
to change the culture," he says.

"I find that young artists here are
quite creative in their thinking and
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articulation, but perhaps the fear of
occupying space is also there," he
adds. So he encourages Academy
students to "embody space, take
up space and occupy that."

"I always tell people that the art
form itself is a humanist art form,"
he says. "If we can harness our
primal instinct that makes us
human, this will connect not only
ourselves but the people we work
with. Being an Asian artist in the
21% century is a special thing that
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The School collaborated with Trinity
Laban Conservatoire of Music and
Dance in a site-specific music and dance
performance at Tai Kwun as part of British
Council's SPARK: The Science and Art of
Creativity programme.

Dance students from the three streams, namely Ballet, Chinese
Dance, and Contemporary Dance, choreographed a dance piece
named Eye for the Spring Performances last semester. ££EE& k=
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Dam working at his centre in London with his company.
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needs to be embraced."
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Head of Project Management (Chinese Opera), Buck Ng
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While contemporary dance may be considered the epitome of
a modern art form, Chinese opera is a living fossil imbued with
centuries of history and culture. Thus, the Academy's School
of Chinese Opera has established different courses, including
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Chinese Opera and other diploma
courses, to introduce new blood to the Chinese opera industry
and promote the art form internationally.

The new Head of Project Management (Chinese Opera), Buck
Ng, has been dedicated to education for many years. Before
assuming his new role, he worked at the Academy's Innovation
Hub (iHub), offering advice on teachers' professional
development and e-learning. He has now shifted his focus
from developing programmes for the Academy as a whole
to tailor-making new programmes for the School of Chinese
Opera, adopting educational technology and innovation.

For Ng, the new post represents a merger of his professional
speciality and his interest: "Since | have been learning to sing
Chinese opera for eight years, | believe | can act as a bridge
between teachers and technicians based on my knowledge of
the subject matter. | hope to find a common language between
the two groups and put forward feasible plans for change."

During his time at iHub, he developed the online course
"Cantonese opera: from backstage to the front" as one of his
projects, which won a LearnX Impact Award 2018 for best
e-learning module. The four-week course covers different
areas related to Cantonese opera, including preparation,
rehearsal, performance, and tradition.

"The course, which has both English and Chinese versions,
attracted more than 1,000 applicants, of which some 700
opted for the English version," Ng adds. "This showed the
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Cantonese opera experience with virtual
reality technology at the Academy Open
Day in March this year.
SEZRRTNRESERMAKAE > TR—EE
RERBAREER -



5

People Focus | A&

Teachers and students of the School participated in a summer camp in
Foshan, China this year. & 28 » 2REEMERAMHE LT 2MERESE o

The School of Chinese Opera presents
Gongs and Drums performance every
semester, which is performed and
accompanied by the students of
the Performance Stream and the
Music Stream of the School.
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appeal of our teaching modules for people from overseas and
underlined the potential of the English-language market."

"Next year, the School will launch a one-year diploma course
in Chinese opera foundations targeting secondary school
graduates, while the Young Academy Cantonese Opera Troupe
of the School continues to promote Cantonese opera among
secondary schools and nurture the youngsters' interest and
talent so that they can opt for the foundation diploma once
they have met the basic admission requirements," Ng says,
adding that he has been exploring new learning opportunities
for both teachers and students, including summer camps and
exchange programmes.

Unlike the traditional training model, the Academy's focus is
on developing a global worldview and honing students' all-
round skills. In this way, graduates should be equipped with
both professional techniques and cultural administration and
management skills.

"Theatregoers traditionally focus on stars when it comes to
Chinese opera. However, the School is pursuing something
broader to make sure Chinese opera can thrive," says Ng. &

Ng has been learning to sing Chinese opera for

eight years. The photo was taken from one of his
performances. 2 \FAIERASE B > ERRIEEL ©
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Toyo Mall Limited Donates to the Academy in
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Academy Council Chairman, Professor
Stephen Chow (2" right), and Academy
Director, Professor Adrian Walter (1°
right), presented a souvenir to Mr Francis
Law, Executive Director of Toyo Mall
Limited [7"“:’ left), and his wife Mrs Elina
Law (1°" left) in appreciation of their
generous donation.

Support of its Talent Development Initiatives
REBEGBRAREMZEFEAERZ2ERBEERRIER

Toyo Mall Limited has made a
substantial donation to the Academy to
establish an endowment fund to
support the Academy's talent
development initiatives, such as
overseas and Mainland enrichment
activities and recruitment scholarships.

In appreciation of the Company's
generous support, Academy Council
Chairman Professor Stephen Chow
hosted a luncheon on 11 October 2019
at the Wanchai Campus. The luncheon
was attended by Mr Francis Law,
Executive Director of Toyo Mall Limited,
and his wife Mrs Elina Law, Mr Winston
Ma and Mrs Mona Ma, and Ms Sanny
Wong, Assistant Director of Toyo Mall
Limited. Academy Deputy Council
Chairman Dr Frankie Yeung; Director
Professor Adrian Walter; Deputy
Director (Academic) Professor Gillian
Choa and Deputy Director
(Administration) Professor Philip Wong
joined Professor Chow in welcoming
the donors.

Professor Chow expressed his gratitude
to Mr and Mrs Law for their generous
donation, which is the biggest gift the

Academy has received for its 35"
Anniversary. The endowment fund
established by the donation would
provide sustainable and reliable
support to the Academy for talent
development initiatives which are
essential in nurturing students to
become all-round performing artists. &
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Mr Francis Law, Executive Director of
Toyo Mall Limited (5" left), and his wife
Mrs Elina Law (5" right); Mr Winston Ma
and Mrs Mona Ma (2" and 3 left) and
Ms Sanny Wong, Assistant Director of
Toyo Mall Limited (1" left) with senior
management of the Academy
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Led by Dean of Dance, Anna CY Chan, dance students undertook a 5-day
cultural exchange tour of Malaysia in October, attending the Tari'19
ASWARA Festival. Students participated in a series of workshops,
discussions and performances along with 12 other dance institutions from
Asia. They also presented Red Fan, a dance piece choreographed by Xing
Liang, to an audience that included many Malaysia-based School of
Dance alumni. &
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School of Chinese Opera of
HKAPA Visiting the US
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Students and teachers from the School of Chinese Opera of the
Academy went on a cultural exchange trip to Oberlin and New York in
November. In Oberlin, they visited the century-old Oberlin College
campus, and had the privilege to know more about its teaching and
learning through class observations. Taking the opportunity to share the
arts of Cantonese opera with musicians in the West, students staged a
Cantonese opera excerpt and played Cantonese music to the local
audience's delight. They also visited a local elementary school, where
they demonstrated the basic techniques of Chinese Opera and
performed an excerpt for the young audience.

In New York, they performed Cantonese opera excerpts together with local
veterans in celebration of the 90" anniversary of The Chinese Musical and
Theatrical Association of New York. &
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Fruitful Exchange with Dutch Delegation
HEEE - XEME 25835

The Academy had a fruitful exchange with
a Dutch delegation led by Ms Barbera
Wolfensberger, Director General of the
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (3" from
left), at the Academy on 22 October. During
the meeting, Academy Director, Professor
Adrian Walter (4" from left), Deputy Director
(Academic) Professor Gillian Choa (3" from
right), and Deputy Director (Administration),
Professor Philip Wong (1% from left), gave
the delegation an overview of the cultural
education in Hong Kong and explored
collaboration opportunities. &
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The Academy Shares Experiences
at AEC Annual Congress
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Academy Director, Professor Adrian Walter
(2" from right), attended the 46" AEC
Annual Congress and General Assembly in
Turin, Italy from 7 to 9 Nov 2019 with Dean
of Music, Professor Sharon Choa. In this
major event of the international higher
music education sector, Professor Walter
was invited to serve as a guest speaker for
one of the parallel sessions titled "East
meets West, West meets East: Asian and
European Perspectives on Building
Meaningful International Collaboration" to
share the experience of the Academy. AEC
stands for the Association of European
Conservatoires, of which the Academy is an
Associate Member. &
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Sherri Lun Hoi-ching {@ElME

Juniar Music Programme student
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She M 2" Prize at the 3" Zhuhai International
Mozart Competition for Young Musicians (Piano
Group B).
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Meeting with ELIA's
Executive Director
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Ms Maria Hansen (right), Executive Director of the European
League of Institutes of the Arts (ELIA), visited the Academy
in mid-November and was warmly received by Academy
Deputy Director (Academic), Professor Gillian Choa.
Professor Choa shared with Ms Hansen the missions,
strategic priorities and latest developments of the Academy
and led a short tour around the main campus.

As a member of ELIA, the Academy looks forward to future
professional exchanges and other collaborations through
ELIA's globally connected network. &
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Zhu Lin %
School of Music, Class of 1997
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She is appointed Principal Cello of Shanghai
Symphony Orchestra.
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Professor Lena Lee, one of the speakers from ADAHK,
introduced a tangible representation of an art piece. &#
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Participating students learnt simple phrases of sign language.

Arts Accessibility Workshops:
All that about Inclusive Art

2T

The Student Recruitment and
Community Engagement Office of the
Academy collaborated with Arts
with the Disabled Association Hong
Kong (ADAHK) to organise two
well-received workshops on arts
accessibility on the evenings of 25
September and 30 October. Not only
did the participating students, staff
and guests learn simple phrases of
sign language, they also laid their
hands on tangible representations of
art pieces and experienced the daily
scenarios of a disabled person via
role-play games. Through these
workshops, participants acquired
essential understanding of arts
accessibility and its requirements.

ADAHK is delighted to promote arts
accessibility with Academy students
and will launch sponsorship for
students who are interested to
organise related activities together. &
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Participants experienced the daily
scenarios of a disabled person via role-
play games. 2MEBBAGH ERITRIEA
THEFRIR ©
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of the Cancelled Academy Major Productions
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts has announced
the cancellation of the following Academy productions,
namely, BU21, School of Dance Fall Performances, The
Woman in Kenzo, and Academy Symphony Orchestra
Concert originally scheduled in late November. Details on
refund arrangements will be announced on the websites of
the Academy (www.hkapa.edu) and HK Ticketing (www.
hkticketing.com) later. Besides, the Academy production
Gongs and Drums originally scheduled in December is also
cancelled. Thank you for your support to the Academy. &

Letting
our
Talents

—Shine
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Scholarship Schemes
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Non-local Studies
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The scheme is to enable candidates of
outstanding calibre to pursue
professional training in music or dance
at world-renowned institutions or to
undertake less formal studies, projects
or creative work outside Hong Kong.

BRI REER

Application Form and Details

www.hkjcmdf.org.hk

FREHEA
Application Period
11 November 2019 -
10 January 2020

AHENE

Local Studies

AEEISERTEHRONBFEALERN
BHBUERELHERR - B8
RAFWRERE (BEBHARABR
ARRE) -

The scheme is to enable candidates of
outstanding calibre to pursue
post-graduate studies (including taught
or research programmes) in music or
dance at degree-awarding tertiary
education institutions in Hong Kong.

@ HKJCMDF HKJCMDF
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REMARKS #3t

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

VENUE i%f@ organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
AL Academy Lyric Theatre AR Academy Recital Hall announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
TEEE MBI HEBHERRE contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514,
EATUTENE
@ The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
3 TUE | 6:30PM | AR 27 FRI | 7:45PM | AL EREBEETE
. (D) People with disabilities ) )
Academy Composition Concert The Good Person of Szechwan o Check the most up-to-date diary online
REFHATHY SEA (TIFAY (S/9) Full-time students or senior citizens over 60 ﬁé Eﬁﬁ E%%ﬁﬁﬁ =] 15»‘%
Free event £ #E (1) @@ $420, $340, $250, $180, $210(S/S), $170(S/S), $125(/S), SRR 2 Dbzl wwwhkapa.edu/event/iupcoming
(W) People with wheelchair
90(S/S), $210(D), S170(D), S125(D), S90(D), S170(W Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
6 FRI | 6:30PM | AR P90/ 05 (05 (0),590(0),% we WAL arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Customer Services
(#) The Academy free event; tickets are released half an hour before the g gv.
Academy Piano Concert 29 SUN | 2:45PM | AL start of the performance at the Academy Box Office on a first-come, first- DEpERMEA E A EESe e il ar S
RENZTIYRY The Good Person of Szechwan SREE IS
RELEHE - ASFARNRERIFNSERERERI - £ZI%EF
Free event REEIH () @ ® S5 (MNEFAY
$480, $380, $280, $200, $240(S/S), $190(S/S), $140(S/S), 0 . .
16 MON | 6:30PM | AR 31 288 288 www.hkticketing.com
. $100(S/S), $240(D), $190(D), $140(D), $100(D), $190(W) @ RoOE R
Academy Piano Concert
HENEESY 31 TUE | 7:45PM | AL BOX OFFICES e=n
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts — Wanchai EohREELE — T
Free event R EEE (#) @ ® The Good Person of Szechwan The Academy's Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus — Pokfulam TEAR=EITE N
) Asia World Expo — Lantau Island SEBEARHERE — EHRM
FEA (TIEFAY K11 Select - Tsimshatsui TN BRI AR — i
19 THU | 6:30PM | AR D - Park — Tsuen Wan K11 Select — R4 1E
N $480, $380, $280, $200, $240(S/S), $190(S/S), $140(S/S), Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre — Wanchai . 7
Academy Piano Concert (5/5) (5/5) (5/5) Hong Kong Intemnational Trade & Exhibition Centre — Kowloon Bay i%'?;%giﬁfg - %‘é
$100(S/S), $240(D), $190(D), $140(D), $100(D), $190(W) @ Tom Lee Music Limited — Western District, Aberdeen, Causeway Bay, Wanchai, el E N /
HEMEEHY (5/5) ©) 0} () () (W) Tsimshatsui, Kowloon Bay, Shatin, Tsuen Wan, Tseung Kwan O, Tsing Vi, Yuen BIfFRE L — NLEEE
Long, Tai Po, Tuen Mun, Olympian City, Hung Hom BAEAT — AR - 5T  REE BT L0 ~
Free event R BEIH () @ ® CUSTOMER SERVICE FEE JUEEE DM B HER L B
STEA ~ . « B - 4
Wa rm eSt G reetl n gs a n d Ticket purchased over the counter: HK$8/ ticket TUBA ~ KA~ TP ~ BUBHL ~ AL
23-24 MON-TUE | 7:45PM | AL B t W. h f Online Booking and ticket purchase hotline : HK$15/ticket RS
es Ishes 10r
The Good Person of Szechwan GROUP BOOKING DISCOUNT %E?E&%%/%z)\§£%m+ﬁ .
= 1 Y A 10% discount is offered to group bookings of 10 or more tickets for the same EEHER B = 4 =
SRE (mIBFAD Ch rIStmaS & N ew Yea r Academy programme in one transaction, only available at the Academy Box peTm
Office. Group Booking Discount cannot be used in conjunction with other SREER N R .
Presented by Hong Kong Repertory Theatre, *Rﬁ g{ ngm& Academy ticket discounts. The Academy reserves the right to amend these SRR Eiﬁﬁiﬁ?’ﬁiﬂﬁﬁ’l%gﬁ%ﬁkﬁ PIZEE+sRe L E - APEAAT
co-produced and performed by Actors' Family terms without prior notice. BE WEERBANEB2RER RN RS2 MEE—
- = | [FEEEA o EEZRREEEARNER - MBASITRA
TR EEEEE B ENS LIRS ¥ﬁﬂ£:|:§‘ T*% BETHANIE MUSEUM -
The Museum and guided tours of the building are open to the public. Advance (EPNE L)
$420, $340, $250, $180, $210(S/S), $170(S/S), $125(S/S), bookings are available at Hong Kong Ticketing outlets. A S e B ETEL AR E T S E -
$90(S/S), $210(D), $170(D), $125(D), $90(D), $170(W) @
If you wish to receive Academy's information in electronic format, eNews SF R
26 THU | 2:45PM | AL please register at this link.

www.hkapa.edu/subscription
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» The Hong Kong Academy

;ﬁg Lo ASA

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts welcomes your support to our students who are future artists for Hong Kong and the region. Most
of the funds received will be used as scholarships to enable highly talented and deserving students to pursue their studies in the performing arts.

The funds will also support capital projects, overseas study tours and other student related activities. Please act now!

BERESREEMHBFIBENSSS - & %’%éﬁ&ﬁﬁ:&@ﬂi%ﬁﬁﬁxﬂj—’ﬁﬂ | REBIRAESIIAIDESIGAMRIESE -
BEIEEGONSE - TEBERRENHERE - ENERFNSRIENERE - BEBLEBINBBREMBNITE) - FHEEIT |

Donation Form &K%

| would like to make a donation to support The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

BREBAIBEBRES R -
Donation Amount I8FUE%E ©

| agree that my donation will be used to apply for the Hong Kong Government’s Matching Grant, and my name will be disclosed to the Hong Kong Government
for the application.

BRAREERERREAFA/MBNRMPEETERNEHMIE -

Donor Particulars I AE R

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/ Prof)
IBMASIIEEHE (B /L /RN /BT HR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BHBAME (20 EHARG ) |

Address #3IF :
Tel BEE - Email EE[ :
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address
BT BRUEE LRI )
Signature 85872 : Date HEf :
Remarks figsT
e A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above. . i _ o
*  Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while donation of Online Donation fﬁl%]_t}ﬁﬁﬂ
IF::K$|0,OO_? Er abovelwillda:so be ex_c:nowledgez:]in Acadeg\y Alnnual Repgf;t. Donation by credit card is available online at:
. ease mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, =mpE | ST o
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, | Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong RN I RSB EILL MBI E T8 LB
*  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”. www‘hkapa‘edu/giving
+  IBFUBHEE 100 ST LIS SUUBIEIOIRAEE .
- ISTUBIE 5,000 T L - HEBIRIGIES MRS | JBIEHE10,000 TH L - [=] %]
TR HG IS RIEISE -

- BEZRREANENE  SOSSESSTIE—  SERESRTREN -
© RRBEFES (ERRESR, o

For enquiry, please contact Development Off ice on (852)2584 8863 or email at dev@hkapa.edu. E -
EE © EUIEE (852)2584 8863 SREBEFE dev@hkapa.edu ELHRZHHHE
Personal Information Collection UNEEBA B HRIER

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies
with the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy
intends to use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes.

SERRESRAGEET (BABY (R) 56 - UHSHREBASNLBNERSETE - Al - RERRSRRITETRABHRERRBIRE - REBRGKE (BAER GUER) &0 - BRRIEAKEIINBEASNED
RS B EETHHNEERSHRAE -



