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DANCE FRESH GRADUATES BEGINNING
CAREERS WITH OPEN HEARTS
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Dance Fresh Graduates Beginning
Careers with Open Hearts
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Drama students go on to become actors, dance students go on to become
dancers. This is seen as the natural path for graduates, but is it the only
way? In reality, it can be very difficult to attract the attention of professional
performing arts groups. Nevertheless, with guidance from their School and
hard work, dance fresh graduates Jacko Ng, Zelia Tan, Hennes Yuen and Mike
Zhao managed to secure job offers from professional dance companies before
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The four graduates, who majored in  performance in class caught the eye of S

either Ballet or Contemporary Dance, fell
in love with dance and started dancing
at a young age. Only after they had
begun their undergraduate studies at
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts did they realise that they had a
long way to go from being hobbyists
to professionals. At the beginning of
their studies, they had to adapt to the
long and challenging practice, and
were critically evaluated by teachers
and through their own self-reflection.
Looking back, they appreciate the
benefits of the tough times, which made
them stronger and should enable them
to go further in their dancing careers.

Jacko and Zelia have joined City
Contemporary Dance Company (CCDC),
Hennes is with Hong Kong Ballet, and
Mike is now a dancer in Switzerland.
They all put the smooth start to their
careers down to luck. Jacko stressed
that talented dancers are everywhere
and it was a happy coincidence that the
companies were looking for exactly what
they had to offer, saying, "Becoming
a dancer was not just our choice; in
a sense, dance chose us." During
casting, they met many experienced
dancers who helped to widen their
horizons. Yet, their own abilities should
not be questioned. Mike's outstanding

a Swiss visiting artist who invited him to
Switzerland for an audition. Mike, whose
dream is to pursue a career in Europe,
seized the opportunity and took part
in a few more auditions with European
dance companies during the trip.
Eventually, he received an offer from
a German company in addition to the
one from the Swiss company, proving
that homegrown dancers can achieve
international recognition.

Jacko and Zelia began their internship
with CCDC before graduation, as they
faced the true challenge of a dance
career. Talking about the difference
between working at a dance company
and learning in school, they said that
students can explore different subjects
and have ample time to digest what
they have learnt; while dancers of
professional companies need to focus
on a single performance and constantly
practise the same dance steps in
order to strive for perfection. Jacko
understands that his approach at the
dance company must be "No Pain,
No Gain". He must not only absorb
knowledge, but also present his own
ideas and skills. If he can devote himself
wholeheartedly to dancing, then he
can enjoy the process while making
improvements at the same time.
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Jacko's performance during his internship at City
Contemporary Dance Company. (Photo provided by City
Contemporary Dance Company © PENG Yiming)
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When people take their first steps in a
career, they always have their heart in
their mouth. Thankfully, Mike was taken
care of by an Academy alumna, who
lives in Switzerland, while auditioning in
Europe. He is grateful to have had such
kind assistance and friendship. The four
graduates also sought advice from their
teachers and seniors, who are all willing
to share what they know. While teachers
are more familiar with long-established
dance companies, the seniors are well
acquainted with new and emerging
groups. Having worked with professional
dancers, Hennes realises that she still
has much room for improvement and
thus strives to excel. She hopes that
one day audiences will be moved by her
performance. As her teacher once shared
with her, "There are a lot of talented
dancers out there who may be better than
you. As a performer, you can't focus only
on your dancing skills; you also need to
learn how to make yourself shine on the
stage so the audience notices you."

Majoring in dance not only provides them
with the opportunity to shine on stage, but

with many other possibilities, from dance
choreographer to dance teacher. With
a strong interest in choreography, Mike
decided to work in Europe so that he can
deepen his dancing knowledge and keep
abreast of the latest industry trends. Zelia
also aspires to be a choreographer; but
an injury last year made her realise how
much she loved to dance. She believes
that a choreographer also requires
excellent dancing skills. By accumulating
experience in dance techniques, she
can contribute more in choreography in
the future, enabling her to have deeper
conversations with dancers and hopefully
create better performances together.

The new academic year is coming soon,
and the four fresh graduates hope that
current students will cherish their precious
four years at the Academy, creating great
memories along the way as they prepare
for the future. Young people always have
great ambitions for the future, so they
advise them to seize the moment and
make the best of it, as they never know
where dance will lead them. &

Hennes posing with Hong Kong Ballet
dancers after the performance Le Corsaire.
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Zelia's first performance after she recovered from an injury last year.
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Mike with his
teachers and
classmates after
the graduation
performance.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2019!
Over 300 graduates from the six
Schools of the Academy celebrated their
graduation with their families, friends and
teachers at the Graduation Ceremony
on 28 June. May the fruit of their study
enrich the cultural life of the local and
international community! &
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In celebration of the 35" Anniversary of the Academy, faculty and students of
the six Schools pooled their efforts in this year's Academy Festival, presenting
around 40 performing arts programmes from March to early July 2019 to the local
community. &
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The School of Drama staged Mnemonic, a devising theatre by
Complicité, London. ERI2 b EiEmBKComplicité MR 1ERIS (IR
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The School of Music presented The Magic Flute, a classic opera by Mozart .
FHBR DRELFKHERE (FEE) o

School of Chinese Opera students performed four Cantonese
opera excerpts in Gongs and Drums. B ZBRBER (BHE)

The School of Drama & M F R o
staged the first

Cantonese edition of
the award-winning
Broadway musical
Spring Awakening.
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Sunset Concert by the School
of Theatre and Entertainment
Arts (The concert was cancelled;
this photo was taken during a
rehearsal).
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Public screenings of nine short
films that are produced by the The Class of 2019 of the School of Theatre and

Celebrated the launch 2
of the Festival with |

guests at a cocktail Class of 2019 of the School of Entertainment Arts showcased their creativity and
reception. Film and Television. professional craft in the TEA Graduate Exhibition
- REEREGER BYERIRARESERRIEN 2019. HEARREEMBIREREZE LR E S RRIFEN
BRI o NERKE R S 2 5 AR EXRL19F—RRISHEE -




35 teachers and students from the School
of Drama visited the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art (RADA) for cultural exchange
in June. In addition to attending various
workshops and interacting with RADA's
postgraduate students, the School also
staged two performances of Dust and
Dawn, a Cantonese drama production
of the 2018/19 academic year, for
London audiences and received positive
feedback.

)

RADA is a world-renowned drama
school founded in 1904. Dean of Drama
Professor Poon Wai-sum, who led this
exchange tour, hopes that there will be
more exchange opportunities for students
in the future to broaden their artistic
horizons. Last year, the School sent a
delegation of students and faculty on an
exchange tour to Austria.

Written by Professor Poon, Dust and
Dawn was staged at the Academy in
May under the direction of Tony Wong,
lecturer of the School. To cater for the

5

Drama students rehearsing at RADA's theatre before the performance.
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new venue and to overcome language T h e SC h OOI Of D ra m a 'S

barrier of the re-run in London, Wong

recreated the entire stage setting and Dust and Da Wn Ch a rm ed

added surtitles in both Chinese and

English, while students took on the AUdienceS in London

challenge of resuming rehearsals at an

unfamiliar stage on a tight schedule. With s | & T
their collective effort, two performances % EJ —— B?E Em E % *
that were infused with Cantonese opera :E II:H * E u} gglz

essence and accompanied by live music &2 > H

were successfully staged, charming
local audiences, including some Chinese
immigrants. &
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School of Drama members participated in RADA's workshops and
interacted with its teachers and students.
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Eight Year 3 and Year 4 Bachelor's
degree students from the School of
Dance went to the Centre national
de la danse in Paris for a two-
week exchange programme named
"Camping" in June. As an international
platform for choreography, "Camping"
brings together artists of different
generations from various countries and
cultures to explore different techniques
and approaches, as well as going
beyond the traditional ways of sharing
and presenting dance through classes,
performances and workshops. Dance
students had a fruitful exchange with
the participants from 29 institutions.
During the programme, they presented
two performances which were well
received by the audience. &

Participants of different cultures went
beyond the boundaries and explored
something new in the occasion.
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hort Film

wards Presentation Ceremony

“Ho Yuk-fai (g /8 )8

uk-fai (Class of 2018, School of Film
nd Television)'s The Dropout Of Her
received Best Cinematography. (The award
was presented to Ho's representative.)
fAIBIE (BREHRREM > 2018FRX) K (ME
BRBT) BRERY o BRIEHMMARMNE)

Photo courtesy of Fresh Wiave Film Festival Limited
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Yim Sheung-man E&#E

Yim Sheung-man (Right; Class of 2013,
School of Film and Television)'s | Come
Empty-handed received Special Mention.
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AUGUST DIARY CHINESEOPERA @ DANCE @ DRAMA @ MUSIC @ MUSICAL @ OTHERS
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The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

VENUE organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
1-3 THU-SAT | 8PM | AD 15-17 THU-SAT | 8PM | AL 1S should unavoidable circumstances Fjictaté. Please refer to Fhe latest
SMS 2019 - The Addams Family Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea AD Academy Drama Theatre 222?;2?: i?:dz;;hgoicgffizyonw ZEETS? Tall oo eee pese
SMS 2019 - & +REZ 4 toc... REIZARIE (RRENELT) REBREBIE HREH R
Presented by Extension and Continuing Education for Life $680, $560, $460, $280, $180, $504(B*), $414(B"), AL Academy Lyric Theatre AR - BEEINTEE 2584 8514 C)
Ltd. | $315,$275,$195, $195(W) @ $560(W), $180(R) @ EEERIEIR
HKJCA The Hong Kong Jockey Club Amphitheatre
-8 THU-SAT | 8:15PM | AL ® SUN| 3PM & BPM | AL BREREREEIR Check the most up-to-date diary online
Empress Xiao Zhou {/NEIE) Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea . o ‘ rEEEFHEE
Presented by Sunrise Entertainment Production Ltd the... RRISZEEIE (ISRENIEAT) ® Z:Jslgkt;imizsstudents, senior citizens over €5 or people with = PEATE :
x N . www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
MARSERERRAR TN | $420, $360, $280, $200, $680, $560, $460, $280, $180, $504(B*), $414(B*), 2 E4HIEE « 65 B L BRSEREAL
$100, $180(B*), $140(B*),$100(B*), $50(B*), $280(W), $560(W), $180(R) @ ®) Ziuslla_kt)iirl‘irt]iZSStUdemsy senior citizens over 60 or people with Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
S 100(R) 18 SUN | 7:30PM | AD 2 R4IBE | 60 BT BB oE AL arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Customer Services
. R) Restricted view Department on 2584 8633 for further details.
34  SAT-SUN |3PM | AD Show Time 2019 fE 2019 BB SEBEALEARI BHRH - UEERISEES
SMS 2019 - The Addams Family Presented by La Danse Par Maria | $195, $165, $165(B), (W) People with wheelchair ke 5 2584 8633 £%
SMS 2019 - B &+ RES L $150(8) @ WRAL

$290, $250, $170, $170(W) @

19 MON | 8PM | AD
4 SUN|2:30PM|AL International Egyptian Dance | 31 288 288 www.hkticketing.com
LI PEI YI 55 Anniversary of Enchanting Exquisite BERRBERRAHESR | s
Singing Style in Cantonese Opera Presented by Maxwell International Holdings Limited
. BOX OFFICES EZR
Eas — p 3 =1 600, $480, $350
gﬁ%:)ﬁq—g REABEBA+TREFRE (FZW > > ? ® The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts — Wanchai EhREEl — 8T
& 1 ~ ~ The Academy's Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus — Pokfulam E — S
Presented by Sunrise Entertainment Production Ltd 3 57 §& %% Fee THUSATI S| AL lpsiorldiExposgiantatiiisbnd ;Tﬁ;’iggg% ﬁmﬁijﬁw
~ Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea K11 Select — Tsimshatsui il adLd 430 -
BUEEIRABIEY | $628, $488, $390, $290, $190, $195(B), the... ERISSRIE (STRENELT) D - Park - Tsuen Wan o ‘ N
$145(B), $95(B), $195(W), $190(R) Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre — Wanchai D - Park firssi — 208
’ ’ ’ $680, $560, $460, $280, $180, $504(B*), $414(B*), Hong Kong International Trade & Exhibition Centre — Kowloon Bay EeEEEn ., — BT
4 SUN | 8PM | AD $560(W), $180(R) @ Tom Lee Music Limited — Western District, Aberdeen, Causeway Bay, Wanchal, RERE ) — i

Tsimshatsui, Kowloon Bay, Shatin, Tsuen Wan, Tseung Kwan O, Tsing Yi, Yuen

1T — N b AN N
Long, Tai Po, Tuen Mun, Olympian City, Hung Hom BT — BR E"%H SHSE BT ~

SMS 2019 - The Addams Family 24 SAT | 8PM | HKJCA B PE B HER - ER-
SMS 2019 - EELTREZLE Candy BRESEESHRIEE CUSTOMER SERVICE FEE JTEA ~ j’(iﬁ BT~ B~ ATHD
$340, $305, $250, $250(W) @ Ticket purchased over the counter: HK$8/ ticket

Presented by Candy Chan | $680, $580, $480, $380 @ Online Booking and ticket purchase hotline : HK$15/ ticket Eﬁgﬂﬁd‘%ﬁ
8 THU | 7:30PM | HKJCA ERE - FREE/\JTE
25 SUN | 3PM | AD GROUP BOOKING DISCOUNT @

=un |\ =D - . _ EJLJ?‘E&EKEM& FREE+AITIE

EBARER | MEGEBE Live Concert Dance Festival Steps On Broadway A 10% discount is offered to group bookings of 10 or more tickets for the same

Presented by etro Broadcast Corp Lid. | $350@ presentedy Gy banceAeademy | $260,5140(6) @ Pescy g o0 vencon, o aclebb s o fowmy B AMITRAN

e ; . SERIE RS GEMNRIERSEH B PIRETRILLE - APENT

9-10 FRI-SAT | 8PM | l-.\L 30 FRI | 8PM | HKJCA g;;dse:vwi%gsrgtriggs:;;rgs. The Academy reserves the right to amend these B o RS R EESEEE | HE%‘T &8 2 [ {8 T —

Between theL? ev: and the Deep Bie Sea DWO Annual Concert 2019 i ZEERBRAFSHE i REM - RRSRREERETMAUNRER - MERSTEA -

the... ﬁg‘fﬁf@uﬁ (IRRENRET) ) Presented by Diocesan Wind Orchestra | $200, $160, $120(B), ?:TEAN'E MUEEU‘Z" it e b 10 the bublc. AG AR

Presented by Sun Entertainment Group, tbc..., Emperor $95(8) @ © WL el GUIeES B @i i laulelig) €l E[pEn 10 il [RUlelle, /AeiEes -

i i icketi R REZERMEENARCEEE KT ERYEME -

Entertainment Group A B8 4% @+ tbc...~ ;‘i & pa bookings are available at Hong Kong Ticketing outlets. 5]

¥ | $680, $560, $460, $280, $180, $504(B*), $414(B*), i 30 FRI | 8PM | AL

$560(W), $180(R) @ Le Sean Presents HEEEEZ%E (First Date) If you wish to receive Academy's information in electronic format, eNews SFIRAM

Presented by Ivana Music Limited | $980, $780, $580 @ please register at this link. . Enquiries E3

10 SAT|7:45PM | AD A AN T ARSI A, BUDEATAE B - www.hkapa.edu/subscription et

One More Day {—#BIEE) 31 SAT | 3PM & 8PM | AL

Presented by Beauville Arts Hong Kong | $250 Le Sean Presents BEERFEHE (First Date) : ; .

’ Brone | sene $980, $780, $580 @ ﬁ’ retene orenadeny A Man Capus A K Bsmpargg | Academy News REE

11 SUN | 3PM & 8PM | AL D Performing Arts AVA 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, RS TA i3 August 2019 /\ A

B he Devil and the Deep Blue Se. 31 SAT | 8PM | HKJCA A U WL P B Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus fAx e i E

etween the Devil and the Deep Biue Sea . o 139 Pokfulam Road, HK  E# 58 1399 Edited and Published by #5 %8 %% i ik
the... BRIESEIE (ISEEIRER) Alaska From RuPaul's Dfag Race Live in Hong Kong Tel 2% © 2584 8500 | Fax {EE : 2802 4372 %?mﬁnunic;ﬁonSAOﬁge o Performing At
$680, $560, $460, $280, $180, $504(B*), $414(B*), Presented by La Comedy Live | $1288, $788, $588 [ mosmm 3 Email 5 : communications@hkapa.edu é%iggégégﬂc;ﬁ% lemy for Performing Arts

$560(W), $180(R) @ www.hkapa.edu | n HKAPA.edu @ hkapa_edu
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts welcomes your support to our students who are future artists for Hong Kong and the region. Most
of the funds received will be used as scholarships to enable highly talented and deserving students to pursue their studies in the performing arts.

The funds will also support capital projects, overseas study tours and other student related activities. Please act now!

SERZBRFEOHBMBLEOST - RISEETEREABRREMNRE—27) | RESRAESIAIMISIGRANRIIESSE -
FIERBOSE  JREERERMHIBFRE - ENARNSRENERE - BHSLBINSERAMENEE) - HRBHT |

Donation Form &R

| would like to make a donation to support The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

BREBRMXIFEBERSMR -

Donation Amount i85 %8 :

| agree that my donation will be used to apply for the Hong Kong Government’s Matching Grant, and my name will be disclosed to the Hong Kong Government
for the application.

BAREEREBREAFA/MBNRMPEETERNEHMIE -

Donor Particulars BRRAZER

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/ Prof)
BB (FE/ L/ RABL/HR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BH8AME (20 EHARE ) |

Address to3]F :
Tel BEE : Email EEf :
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address
1R BT BRI BEOIL )

Signature 25742 - Date HEHR :

Remarks fii:T

* A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above. . . i o

*  Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while donation of Online Donation %@L?%/TA
:;:K$I0‘09?tzr abovelv:illda:so be e{:rl:nowledjedt]in Aca:delrjny Alnnual R:‘gf:f' Donation by credit card is available online at:

. ease mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Developmen ice, = MR E ) A S T4 F IS
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, | Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong NSRS I EILETHE LR

*  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”. www.h kapa.edu/giving

© IERUEEE 100 ST CHEERWURIEIDIRASE - .

- BB 5,000 THLL L - BESIRISREEAIRHRIBIEN | BB 10,000 TR - [=]7%[=]
BEBRSISNEFRIERS - )

© FEZRBELIESR  SOEBEFSIITE R SERESRBRE

© REBHEFER TEBRESR, -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852)2584 8863 or email at dev@hkapa.edu. E -

EE: - EUIEE (852)2584 8863 SREEFZE dev@hkapa.edu ELBRERHHE

Personal Information Collection Statement SRS

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies
with the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy
intends to use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes.

SEREPRACEET (BAZH (E) &) - DN SREBAGHILENERRE - At - RESRSERRE DETRBISHRLZRABIRE - BRFRBEE (BALR (F.68) &) - ERRREBRIERNBAZMED
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