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Invisible Notes, Resounding Dreams
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y rateful" is a word Michelle Siu uses a lot

in conversation. She is grateful despite
leading a life strewn with obstacles. In fact,
she is grateful for the obstacles, and the help
she has received in overcoming them.

Michelle lost her vision to eye cancer as a
baby. Her optimistic personality saw her
through the difficult years of her youth. At the
age of 4, she learnt to play piano. At age 12,
she undertook Intermediate Course of Junior
Music Programme at The Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts with voice
major. After graduating from the Department
of Music at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, she returned to the Academy to pursue
the Master of Music programme.

Michelle believes her life journey would not
be possible without the support from family,
teachers, and friends. "When | hit a wall,
anyone who offers me a hand, whether
practically or emotionally, deserves my
heartfelt gratitude,"she says. Following
Michelle's rich and sonorous voice into the
music world, one can feel its delicate warmth.
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Music has been Michelle's passion since childhood. She
likens the relationship to that between family members or
close friends, constant companions of kinds. They give
each other hugs or a pat on the back, but they also need
time off from each other to clear the mind. "As my
capabilities improve, | would like to take on the challenge
for mastering more advanced techniques.” she points out.
"It can be disheartening when | do not seem to be making
the expected progress, no matter how hard | practise. | will
then consider these moments as a cue for me to have a
break from my old friend (music) by baking cookies or
reading, before reestablishing our communication.”

This old friend has fought alongside Michelle against
learning disability almost all her life. It has enabled her to win
prizes in music contests and given her the confidence to
perform publicly and engage in volunteer work, thereby
gaining recognition for her talent and personal growth. She
was recently made one of the Touching China Awards
2023. At the awards ceremony, she sang with the
audience. "l wanted to try my hand at opera. Most people
do not know much about this art form. It is also challenging
to perform for a blind person. But | hope that by furthering
my studies, | can acquire the necessary knowledge and
skills to be an opera singer."

Feeling Music with the Heart

In 2022, Michelle enrolled in the Academy's Master of Music
programme, specialising in vocal studies. Since then, she
has participated in many performances. "In the beginning, as
| could not read the teacher's lips and facial expressions, they
had to keep correcting my expression and posture,” she says.
She is thankful for the thoughtful teaching of Professor Nancy
Yuen, Head of Vocal Studies of the School of Music, who
told her that "even though you cannot see, you can feel
music with your heart, and express yourself through your
voice, your expressions, and your movements. This is
performance." Enlightened by her teacher's words, Michelle
tapped into her imagination to interpret the roles. "l used to
sing as Michelle," she explains. "But in opera, | have to put
myself into the soul of the characters, and convey their
feelings to the audience through my vocal chords and my
body."

Michelle always remembers and keeps to her heart the
precious guidance of Professor Hsu Wen-en, Associate
Professor (Repetiteur), and Timmy Tsang, Lecturer (Vocal
and Academic Studies in Music), as well as the unwavering
support and encouragement of her classmates in vocal
studies. Last year, Michelle was involved in the performance

of excerpts from The Marriage of Figaro, playing the role of
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countess. The performance required her to wear elaborate
period costumes which were as beautiful as they were
tedious to put on. "There was a crinoline and a petticoat
underneath the skirt, and a tight-fitting bodice with a row of
tiny buttons at the back," she recalls. "There was no way |
could have it put on by myself. | was in four extracts, which
required several changes of clothes. Time was running out
so | texted my classmates for help." During the intermission,
several Year 1 students came and help her put on the
countess's garments, before donning their own costumes.
The help and interaction moved her deeply. She praises the
Academy and its teachers for having a smart eye in selecting
students who, besides singing well, are wonderful people.

Making Contribution through Music

Last few years have seen Michelle performing regularty, so that
she now enjoys a loyal following by her audience. When she is
attending classes on campus, she reminds herself that she is
just a student, like any others, "without halo, without fans," she
says. "The Academy has excellent facilities and atmosphere.
Students here give their all to realise their dreams. We are not
exceptionally talented. We are simply very hard working and
passionate. We finish classes at 7 or 8 in the evening, grab
some food to eat, then we practise. Usually we each choose
a song to sing, listen to each other, and give constructive
critique." The performing arts are not only about personal
achievement; but are also about teamwork, especially in opera
with its multtiple roles, both on stage and behind the scenes. It
is only by being each other's best critic and supporter that
progress can be made together.

Last year, Michelle won the Wan Chai District Outstanding
Youth Awards. She thanks the Academy for the nomination,
adding that the honour means a lot to her. "Professor Gillian
Choa, Director of the Academy, encourages all students to
study together, regardless of backgrounds and needs," she
notes. "The environment at the School of Music and the
Department of Viocal Studies is inclusive and harmonious."
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Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa came to watch
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In her early days at the Academy, Michelle had communicated
with the staff of the Academy's Library about the needs of
visually impaired students in the music discipline. The School
of Music subsequently acquired music-reading software for
the visually impaired for students'use. "l sat down with the
library staff to familiarise ourselves with the software, in the
hope that they will better serve students with special needs,"
she explains. The Academy's diverse and inclusive culture
has inspired her interest in education and the mission to
spread love. "My experience here has been briliant," she
enthuses. "l have benefited from the kindness and generosity
of many teachers and students. | hope | can have the
chance to teach music at the Academy, so that | can share
the warmth | have received to students with special needs
like me."

Spreading Joy through Art

Besides teaching, Michelle hopes to engage in other
types of music-related work. At Sound of My Heart, her
concert last year, she not only sang classical songs and
arias, but also musicals, pop songs, and her own
compositions. "Classical music and pop music are like
Hong Kong styled coffee-tea (Yuen Yang), a popular Hong
Kong drink," she says. "There are coffee lovers and tea
lovers respectively, yet when you combine the two drinks,
new flavours are born with unique appeal. In same token,
| hope to bring classical music and pop music fans
together through my music." While she understands that
this goal may take time to realise, Michelle believes good
music will always bring joy. "Like students at the Academy
who study in the same nurturing atmosphere, regardless
of race, creed, nationality, and even we may have
differences and individual needs," she concludes, "we are
always able to reconcile through communication and
understanding, because we share the same goal: to bring
happiness through art." &

ACADEMY NEWS ®Ei®EH | MAY - JUNE 2024 ISSUE

JCI® 47157522020

Hong Kong
BRABREBIF! Result Announcement Press Conference 03.10.

ot
Michelle won Ten Outstandmg Young Persons Selection 2020.
Y REE2020F+ABEHEE ©

BEREANER  RANERERSE  LHREELREA
ENARMEA - BB EAERNTES RE—ES -
HIREFEEMEFRELET  tRNBRRES
BERARREXN  RESRRREGUEHE AR
BARER  WENAHKRBEENELEHXREE - e
REBGNBREREREERE Y —EMELRNSEER
B ) EAZYH - BRABEEERRAPALEE
BRNFE  FRLEGBRIRERREA TERMNEER
o TENBEEEAE—EMANABTERELRY
HERNERRRBERTENEL - | HE2EHNEAM
VHARF T IE - R E YR E TER RN
R TRESRRARFNERE  BERSHOHERM
REZNAE  BHEMREUSEREEHRART
& F-UERKRTENSENRERBIREMRRZMN
MR e
EBE 2 =R
HELVY - BIBIFNEEEANFEEMETRIF - X
FERBTEATLS (RISVE) - NMERES AN
BlEE ~ FHEIRH  RTH - BEH B FEEANE
o T HEERAR TS TEE, —& - mEghs
AR EXEE - BMERNE S —ERE - ARE
AIREEER - RAEEL LB RRANRH - 28 M8

HEURITER  BRRRLNERMARRES
R - R EEERFEREIREER - BREE
BN - AR EHERSI RS IBATRRE - TH&
BEBMFLE - NwEE Bk B UENEN
BHRFE  ARHFRENENAETEE - BEEAE
AEER - mTL,{%ng%LEﬁTﬁ@ - ARBfIaEME
FMNER — EREMENEEERE - 1 A



The Academy welcomes Council Chairman Mr Charles Yang Chuen-liang
and new members of the Council, Mr Jason Joseph Lee Kwong-yee,
Dr Irene Tang Mo-lin, Mr Symon Wong Yu-wing and Professor Yiu Song-lam
to join our Academy community
RESRTIRETEIRERERAERNMEIRESREFERTE
HRERL « FURSE R RN

(Back row, from left to right) Deputy Director (Academic) Dr Gordon Munro, Principal Assistant Secretary (Culture) 1 CSTB Mr George Tsoi,
Elected Staff Representative Ms Stella Lau, Member Mr Jason Lee, Representative for Secretary for Education Ms Grace Chau,
Member Mr Symon Wong, Member Dr Irene Tang, Elected Staff Representative Prof Yiu Song-lam, Deputy Director (Administration)
Mr Chapman Ngan. (BHEZERE) BIR R (2210 X EliRtE L « XICREA Rkl mEEENIEME R () 12 #RA L « B SEEAREIF
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(Front row, from left to right) Member Ms Caroline Wong, Member Mr Andrew Leung, Member Mrs Christine Ip, Treasurer Mrs
Helen Chan, Chairman Mr Charles Yang, Director and Ex-officio Member Prof Gillian Choa, Representative for Secretary for
Culture, Sports and Tourism Mrs Vicki Kwok, Member Mr Nick Ho, Member Dr Raymond Chan. (BiBFER#E) EESFLX T « RE
REREE S REEBFPELLT AERFTRMGRLT  TEBERLE REREARERHERR - MEEARKEREFRERAE
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The new Council of the Academy has been on
board since 1 January 2024, with Mr Charles Yang
Chuen-liang as the new Council Chairman. The
Academy warmly welcomes the new members of
the Council, Mr Jason Joseph Lee Kwong-yee,
Dr Irene Tang Mo-lin, Mr Symon Wong Yu-wing
and Professor Yiu Song-lam to join our Academy
community. The Academy is delighted to be able to
benefit from the wise leadership of Mr Charles Yang
Chuen-liang, the rich knowledge and expertise
of the new members as well as the wealth of
experience and expertise of those re-appointed
to the Council. With the strong support from the
Council, the Academy will continue to strive for
excellence in performing arts education.

Mr Charles Yang Chuen-liang feels very honoured
to be the Council Chairman. He appreciates
having new members on the Council for the new
perspectives and ideas that will bring. He also
extends gratitude to the re-appointed members for
their dedicated contribution to the Council and the
Academy over the years.

2024 marks the Academy's 40™ anniversary. This
year will also see the launch of the Academy's new
10-Year Strategic Plan and the continuation of
the consultancy study on the new campus in the
Northern Metropolis. As the Academy enters a new
era, Mr Charles Yang Chuen-liang sees the role of
the Council in guiding the Academy's development
as more important than ever. He looks forward to
working closely with all members of the Council
and the Director to continue to steer the Academy
towards its mission and vision, while contributing to
our nation. &
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sl MUSICAL
Words and Music by MICHAEL JOHN LaCHIUSA

Based on the play "The House of Bernarda Alba" by Federico Garcia Lorca
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BERNARDA ALBA was originally produced by Lincoln Center Theater, New York City, 2006

BERNARDA ALBA is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals. www.concordtheatricals.com ~dmtl3r059l?dFund
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Experience in media design
and technology, integrating
sound, lighting and video. &
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About 8,500 Visitors Enjoyed Over a Hundred
Free Performing Arts Activities at HKAPA Open Day
i#1 8,500 ASINEHEZ2MGME BREREREENNES)

At the beginning of Art March, the six Schools and
various units of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts (HKAPA) joined together to hold the annual
Open Day on March 3. Filled with over a hundred free
performing arts activities, with highlights on artificial
intelligence (Al) and art technology, the event drew about
8,500 visitors to the Main Campus in Wanchai and the
Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus in Pokfulam.

Professor Gillian Choa, Director of the Academy said,
"This annual Open Day is one of the Academy's most
significant community events, as it has allowed us to
share the fun as well as the latest developments of
performing arts in the Academy with thousands of
members of the public over the years. We are committed
to continuing to embrace educational innovation to
nurture young talents and contribute to artistic and
cultural development in Hong Kong, the Greater Bay
Area and the region."

A wide array of performing arts activities included
a performance by the Junior Symphony Orchestra,
concerts of Chinese and Western music, excerpt
performances of musicals, drama, Cantonese opera,

dance open classes, film and television screenings, and
guided tours for immersive performing arts activities.
Furthermore, visitors were able to go backstage to
discover secrets from behind the scenes, including stage
design, props and costume making, as well as to enjoy
stage effects exhibitions and indulge themselves in the
world of the performing arts. The "On Stage @ HKAPA
Digital" of the Academy Library also allowed visitors to
step onto different stages virtually and take digital photos
of themselves as characters in Academy productions. &

The performance by the students of Cantonese Opera Youth
Programme (COYP). BE&/ DA EHES 8IS ARSI AIEEEEL o
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Visitors watched demonstrations of motion capture, special
effects and virtual camera production, as well as trying out the
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Dance students showcased their experimental
work through extending their body with
creative movements and thinking beyond —
traditional dance choreography. 22 438 FH#}
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Members of the public created their own Al portrait Musical jukebox by students from
on the day and had fun. i&i8 A TESERAiTR AR  the School of Drama. & Kl 22 Fr &2 4
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RAlfE= R ES > MAIE s Anenjoyablevisitat the stunning Béthanie
Landmark Heritage Campus. It has was well-received by the audience. FHEE%4E
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Performance by the Academy Concert Band

housed the training facilities for the &H > FZAREUD -
School of Film and Television of the

Academy since 2006. 1 R E S8
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Director's Leadership Series:
A Dialogue with Tan Dun - Visual Music & Empty Notes
a Resounding Triumph

BRREMARY : BEEHE — (RES

The Academy was delighted to have Mr. Tan Dun, a
world-renowned conductor-composer, UNESCO Global
Goodwill Ambassador and Hong Kong's Ambassador
for Cultural Promotion, visit us for a dialogue and sharing
session with Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa
in March. The talk attracted and engaged about 400
participants in an intellectual exchange on music, arts
and leadership. &
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ADIALOGUE WITH TAN DUN SRmmises -
VISUAL MUSIC & EMPTY NOTES
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A Guilty Conscience, work of Academy Alumni,
captures Best Film at the Hong Kong Film Awards

HESHRRRFm (FEANK) ESGIRREER

Featuring distinguished alumni of the Academy, A Guilty
Conscience has won Best Film at the 42™ Hong Kong Film
Awards. Our alumni Jack Ng (alumnus of the School of Fim and
Television) directed the movie and collaborated on the screenplay
with Dr. Terry Lam (alumnus of the School of Film and Television,
Academy's Senior Lecturer of the School of Film and Television),
while Tse Kwan-ho (@umnus of the School of Drama) played a main
supporting role iin.the fim. The film had previously won Best Film
at.thesHong Kong Film Directors' Guild Awards and was awarded
Recommended Screenplay and Best Character at the 2023 Hong
Kong Film Screenwriters' Guild Awards. &
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Photo Credit: Facebook of A Guilty Conscience 1 KN %@?ﬁfﬂ%ﬁ%_f::fﬁr r?ﬁ%ﬂﬁ;&ﬂ &
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The Council of the China National Arts Fund announced the
list of arts projects to be funded by the China National Arts
Fund (CNAF) 2024. It is delighted that project submitted
by The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts has been
selected for two consecutive years.

Professor Gillian Choa, Director of the Academy, is very
pleased that the Academy has again succeeded in applying
for support from the CNAF. The Academy is committed
to upholding its Chinese cultural legacy, especially the
development of Cantonese opera. In the National 14" Five-
year Plan and 2035 Long-range Objectives, it was pointed out
that sustainable development should inform the construction
of a great China. In the spirit of this ideal, the School of
Chinese Opera created Pearl Bay, an ecologically themed
Cantonese opera depicting people's interdependence with the
ocean, which adopts as its creative core "respect for nature,
compliance with nature, protection of nature; and prioritisation
of energy conservation, preservation and natural recovery".

Professor Martin Lau, Dean of Chinese Opera, reports that
Pearl Bay is an original work written by lecturers of the School,
while young lecturers composed the music and vocals. They
also designed the vocals innovatively within the framework of
tradition to conjure up the theatricality of a legend.

Professor Choa points out that last year's CNAF-sponsored
project, the Creative Arts Management and Leadership
Training in the Greater Bay Area Programme, was held with
great success. She is immensely thankful to the country and
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the HKSAR Government for their affirmation and recognition of
the Academy's status as a training ground for top academic
and artistic talent for over four decades. &
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Academy Piano Festival performers
featured on RTHK programme
REfSTTHHRERE

SRS EHRER

The Keyboard Studies Department of the School of
Music was featured on the RTHK 32 programme The
Works in interviews and a piano performance. Professor
Gabriel Kwok, Head of Keyboard Studies, introduced the

recent "Academy Piano Festival - Prokofiev Meets the
Great Romantics", while students shared their feelings on
the pieces they performed at the festival. The interview
was broadcast in late March and the programme archive
is available online. &
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Academy Drama: Bernarda Alba
REEE: (REXE)
$95, $80 (M), $50(B) @ @

Academy Dance: School of Dance Summer Performances
RESRE SRSRERRH
§115, $80, $100(M), $70(M), $55(B .@

Academy Drama: Bernarda Alba
REHE:(REXE)
$95, $80 (M), $50(B) @ @&

Academy Dance: School of Dance Summer Performances
EEEIE BRSREREN
$115, $80, $100(M), $70(M), $55(B) @ @
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ACADEMY EVENTS IN MAY AND JUNE

@ DRAMA @ DANCE @ MUSIC CHINESE OPERA
571 2 RS [34:::

Academy Drama: A Journey of Sanshiro
WA (= mER)
$105, $70, $90 (M), $60(M), $50(B) @ @

Academy Drama: A Journey of Sanshiro
REEE (S mER)
$105, $70, $90 (M), $60(M), $50(B) .@

JUN FRI-SAT | 7:30PM | AD

14-15  Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums
TR : (SBEE)
$90, $60, $85(M), $55(M), $45(B) © @

JUN SAT | 6:30PM | AD
29 Sunset Concert
BES%Y

=]

$100, $80(M), $65(B) @

Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

- HERHRERERNE L REE

The School of Music hosts different concerts every month, with students taking part in a wide range of solo, chamber music, orchestral
and choral activities. For more details on the concerts, please visit: https://www.hkapa.edu/music/event

: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming
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VENUE 5t KEY stf#

AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
BEEESE RS FE R RBERE
AL Academy Lyric Theatre (B) Full-time students, senior citizens aged 65 or above, people with disabilities

TR AR E BT
AU Academy Studio Theatre
EEZERES

The Béthanie Landmark Heritage
Campus highlighted on

HOY TV Programme
FERE B A AXELRERE

The Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus was highlighted
on the HOY TV programme Undercover Service Squad, a
programme presented by the Hong Kong Tourism Board.
The hosts took viewers on a captivating journey around
the site, which was built in 1875 and has been declared a
monument in Hong Kong. 4

2HHIEAL ~ 66 R LER - BEAL
(M) Academy Alumni Association
BEEGRASEE

REMARKS f&3t

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
contact the Academy Box Ofﬂce on 2584 8514 or ema\\ V] .edu. 1£

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for funher deta\ls B

BHEALTER EJTEﬂzﬁ ,

8514 HBEH

v Z, TheHong Kgpg Academy Main Campus A%
m Performing Arts AVA 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, HK = &#/&{F & +HFE—5%
7 R B Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus A8 & Bk
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?}, The Hong Kong Academy A
Performlng Arts
% PR AR\ Y\

CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
BEAHREXEEMRI T N DN - B R R B

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN FEBRSBRZISESERESRNERE - BB T &
+ Campus Development iR E2&fZ (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion 3] : 18 S2ECE - REER)
« Students Development £ 85 (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 4 : ##£35 RENEES)

+ Cultural Exchange 37443557 (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 30 : RETYE ~ 357512)

+ Arts and Technology Ei7£2R447 (e.g. Performing arts projects / research {) : FRBMTIES / %)

Donation Amount BEE5E

SUPPORT US % 1538 &

\

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ ]HK$1,000 [ ] Other Hfty HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS ERAQ*&

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASUEIB2E e/ T/ RN/ HUR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BB AMR QR ARG :

Address it :
Tel B33 : Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 7§ 3B S 2R E L BE i)
Signature 2552 : Date A :

REMARKS &5

« Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts’”.
- IBIBHE1007TE M B B IURFHORAE -
- FEZRBEDBGLE  FOEBESSTITE %  SEEESRBREW -
- XRBEFER (BERESk, -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WESH > FNNEE (852) 2584 8729 S EHE dev@hkapa.edu ERIBRERHIA -

Personal Information Collection Statement U@ A & 4263

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.

SERBTECEET (BARY 3L #0)) - UFSREGEABNLRNEREE - Bl  BEARSREE TEFRBISORLNRDIRAE  BESFHKE (BABN G #61) - ERRRBALERZINEABNED
RS - BN - EWEHRNEZRSHERE - WISDREBREIERENEABRIE LABE - JEHZdevehkapaedu -




