- The Hong I?ong ,R:tgae

" Performing Afs

Ranks I
2024Q #Ifziﬁﬂﬁ%
)g- L)

ACADEMY y
NEWS

€©)

’ { Tse Kwan-ho
HER

Alumnus of School of Drama

BREIB R R

JULY -
AUGUST 2024




1

People Focus | A¥1 %35

The Root and Source of the Stage
BREEI KAER
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hen The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts was

founded four decades back, Tse Kwan-ho had just graduated
from high school. He was head-over-heels in love with acting. He
applied to the Academy's School of Drama once, and then again;
finally, his dream came true.

"I was the first generation of theatre workers born, raised and
trained in Hong Kong," he points out. Tse mentions this several
times within an hour's conversation. It's something he holds dear.

Tse is known to be meticulous about role creation, yet his role as
the "Big Bro" of the Academy needs no augmentation. It is his tried
and true identity. Another HKAPA alumnus, director Sunny Chan
Wing-san, once remarked that all HKAPA graduates look up to Tse
Kwan-ho. While he modestly denies that's true, Tse says his role as
"Big Bro" has encouraged him to ponder how to leverage his
identity to motivate the next generation, to pass on his legacy.
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Looking back at his secondary school years, Tse
admits that he knew nothing about drama at first.
Then in Form 7, he was picked to play the male lead
Zhou Ping in Cao Yu's Thunderstorm for his school's
drama competition.

"One day, | was rehearsing a rowing scene in the park
with a female classmate," he recalls. "We were some
distance apart, so we had to shout our lines. It
opened up an outlet for my emotions in the most
wonderful way. All of a sudden | felt | was Zhou Ping."
Tse began to take rehearsals very seriously, eventually
winning his first acting prize. This fueled his passion.
A teacher referred him to an amateur drama club,
and he set his mind on getting into the Academy's
School of Drama.

The School was established in 1985, with Dr. Chung
King-fai or "King Sir" as the founding Dean,
Prof. Fredric Mao Chun-fai or "Mao Sir" as Head of
Acting, and big names in drama on the faculty such
as Colin George and Lee Ming-sum. For young
women and men aspiring to work in the theatre, it
was a huge honour to be accepted into the Academy.
Tse was no exception. However he did not make the
School's first intake. Reviewing his application, he
believed he had chosen the wrong play.

"Comedies are supposed to make you laugh," he
says now, "but no one laughed!" After his initial
setback, he considered going to nursing school
instead. Six months later, he was watching a play
when he came to the realisation that acting was still
his true love. He applied to the drama programme at
the School of Continuing Education of what was then
called Baptist College. There he learned acting from
Jeffrey Ho Wai-lung, who has sadly since died.
Thanks to Ho's training, Tse made the second intake
of the HKAPA Diploma of Drama programme. This
time, he chose a serious dramatic role as Amadeus
for his audition.

Insight Into Training

Though Tse had been involved in drama back in
secondary school, he did not receive systematic
acting training until he joined the School of Drama.

"The Academy's drama programme covers a range
of different elements, including foundational training
in acting, movement and music," he notes. "There
was also Western drama with Mr Colin teaching
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Looking back at his student days, Tse believes the diversity and
comprehensiveness of the School's drama programme was
conducive to the cultivation of flexibility and creativity. [E148&
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Shakespeare and Greek tragedy. The School would
invite stage directors and guests from overseas to
give talks. For us 'clean slates' who knew nothing,
these were novelties. They really opened our eyes!"

When asked what training had the most influence on
his acting, he says, "Everything!" But his deepest
impression was a sensory-training course where the
students had to enact an experience involving all five
senses. He didn't know how to approach it, so he sat
still, trying to get into character. To his surprise, Mao
Sir applauded this interpretation.

"He said there's no need to force expression, that it
was fine to wait for the right feelings," Tse remembers.
" didn't realise what | did was a kind of acting, too. |
had simply wanted to flow with my emotions. Mao
Sir's commendation was an affirmation of my
approach, which became a cornerstone of my acting."

Discovering Hidden Potential

After graduating from the Academy, Tse joined the
Hong Kong Repertory Theatre. King Sir, then Artistic
Advisor to the company, made the bold move to cast
Tse for the role of King Henry Il in the Chinese
version of the play Becket. The original work by
French playwright Jean Anouilh depicts the conflict
between Henry Il of England and Thomas Becket,
the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The complex role of Henry I, depicted as a debauched
tyrant, is usually given to an experienced actor. Tse's
performance was an astounding success, but there
was something he wanted to know. "Some time later, |
found the opportunity to ask King Sir why he chose
me," he explains. "He said it was because | was slightly
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Prof. Mao Chun-fai attended the Academy's Honorary Awards Ceremony last year, where Tse was conferred with an Honorary
Fellowship. i BREFRRBLZ AR K ERT - EEREHIRHERREE o

neurotic. | wasn't aware of it then, but he saw it in me,
and knew | could rise to the role. He was a visionary."

Tse is now a drama teacher himself. For the past
few years, he has been a visiting lecturer at the
Academy of Film at Hong Kong Baptist University
and an Arts Ambassador-in-School for the Hong
Kong Arts Development Council. He teams up with
different organisations to launch and teach acting
courses. He points out that the first lesson is always
to Know Yourself.

"It is through knowing that we discover different faces
of ourselves — the good, the bad, the selfish, the
generous, the conniving, the honourable," he notes.
"Actors need to know themselves in order to deploy
the right face at the right time. Otherwise they will never
truly get into character."

Whether Cantonese opera playwright Kong Yu-kau or
Lu Mengshi in The Top Restaurant, councilor Yau Ming-
foon in Ordinary Heroes or barrister Kam Yuen-shan in
A Guilty Conscience, the Man of the Year or the man
next door, Tse carves out his role with the same laser
focus. To play a Shanghainese man, he went to live in
Shanghai, throwing himself into the life and culture of a
city he had never before so much as visited.

He admits that role creation is a luxury, demanding
huge investments of time and research to understand
the history, culture, ethics and aesthetics of each role.
“The pace of society and the entertainment circle is too
fast," he believes. "You have no time to let things sink
in. But you need to force yourself. You need to do as
much as you can!"

Valuing the Achievements of Predecessors

Tse typically looks serious, but he has a great sense of
humour and a generous spirit. In recent years, he has
been spending more time in Hong Kong, thanks to film
projects. Working with young people both on screen and
behind the scenes, he has now taken on a new mission
— to nurture new actors.
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Tse Kwan-ho was a member of the second graduating class of
the School of Drama. He joined the Hong Kong Repertory
Theatre, going on to appear on television and in film, creating
a plethora of memorable roles over the course of a career now
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Having taken up the role of drama
instructor in recent years, Tse
Kwan-ho says he appreciates the
passion of Hong Kong's young
and how much they love asking
questions. 'As long as they want
to know, I'll do my best to share.'
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Having joined the industry in the 1980s, "I've been
baptised by different eras of its development," he says.
"It's time to share what | know, through teaching, with
the young. This is how experience and knowledge get
passed on."

Last year, Tse received an Honorary Fellowship from the
Academy, conferred in recognition of his contribution to
culture, the performing arts, and the development of the
Academy. Standing before his younger HKAPA siblings,
"Big Bro" says he hopes to uphold King Sir's founding
ideals, so that all drama students — past, present and
future — continue to share a common language.

"Our teachers gave their all so that we could benefit
from their hard work and achievements," he explains. "I
consider myself extremely blessed to have received this
gift. | hope the new generation can continue to be
nurtured by the research and experience of my
benefactors, that they will lay their foundation upon an
understanding of the School's origin and source, and go
further by acquiring new experiences."

Tse's advice for aspiring actors is to maintain an
undiluted sincerity. "Young people nowadays have much
to consider about life and their future," he points out.
"But they shouldn't let these things undermine the
sincerity and purity of their acting. Leave all distractions
and stray thoughts before you go on stage or before the
camera. An actor must have simple, unadulterated
focus in order to draw and move." &
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JULtA | 7'30pm (MON)

Academy for Performing Arts -
HKJC Amphitheatre
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University of iversity Hall (N2)
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Xinghai Conservatory -
Concert Hall

P

JUL £A | 8pm (FRI)

Co-organiser for the Macau Concert Shenzhen Concert Supporting Unit
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X8I Supporting Organisation

5 PEARHNEEBEINTRERF
-\ EBRERKER

Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau

of the People’s Republic of China

Conductor

Professor of Conduc
The Hong Kong Academy for

Symphonic Dances from
West Side Story
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FREARE (e RE)

Crouching Tiger Concerto
4t & 5t Movement
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Romeo and Juliet
Fantasy Overture
SRR IE (BuBmiER) 985

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Greater Bay Area Youth Orchestra reserves the right to change the programme and arfists

G—x—— Greater Bay Area
—9— Youth Orchestra
—Y= AMEFRFEZSN

@ © GBAYouthOrchestra



School of Dance Summer Performances EiE2REREEH

17-18.5.2024
Academy Lyric Theatre
TREBITREIBE

All dancers are School of Dance students, while most members of the
production team are from the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts.
5B DR EEREREA | SUEBBCRERD KB RFEE NEUEE
E[REA o Photos by fH#: Worldwide Dancer Project and Tony Luk

"The performances showcase three exquisite and
innovative choreographies, which explore the
complexities of the human condition, including the
interconnectedness of humanity, the nuances of digital
existence and the pursuit of dreams. | hope that the
enchanting performances, the expressive choreography
and the profound themes will immerse audiences in the
beauty and artistry of dance, while prompting reflection
on the universal truths that unite us all."

- Professor Anna CY Chan, Dean of Dance

More photos

2l

Video highlights
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Academy Drama: A Journey of Sanshiro JBZEiE :

22-25.5.2024
Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
BEESZBEERT i ‘

Performed by School of Drama students, the production team comprises faculty and
students from the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts. FIESIZ2 245 T - SUEE
B BEES REFRITERTAA - Photos by A1 : Mak Cheong Wai @ Moon 9 image

Inspired by Akira Kurosawa's Yojimbo, A Journey of
Sanshiro was staged in May and received very positive
feedback from the audience. Our heartfelt thanks go to
all students and faculty members involved in the play for
their dedication and hard work.

ACADEMY NEWS ;REZi#a | JULY - AUGUST 2024 ISSUE

(=mep)

Details and more photos [@
EHFBRESER

AR EER (ZHER) MArIYEE - BEROR B RERK
BE (ROE) ° RO uﬁiﬁﬁﬁ"%éﬁik MEEaRH
RAVEMAEMNTHESS | —EERBEEREERS
RIS LRFEMEBLREERNIRR -



ACADEMY NEWS REi#EH | JULY - AUGUST 2024 ISSUE 10

Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums BRZEih : ($BEFHZE)

Academy Musical: Bernarda Alba JBREZ%4E . GCEEKXE)

Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
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Performed by School of Drama students, the production team comprises faculty and Details and more photos
students from the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts. FE;BIE2FRE2 A4 @ H - BHHERESIER

REEREESES MRFEMSMA o Photos by A#: Kontinues

Performed by School of Chinese Opera students, the production team Details and more photos
comprises faculty and students from the School of Theatre and BHFBEREZHER
Entertainment Arts. HIEIHFIS2 T2 4TEH - RIEEREEHFERREER

firEARRETA  Photos by #1# : Kontinues

Three excerpts from Gongs and Drums were presented

(BE) RAARRBREL=ZRERFTTE -

Seven impressive performances of Bernarda Alba have
been given to audiences in May. Director Shaw Mei-kwan
expressed her appreciation for the actresses' efforts,
saying, "Portraying characters of different ages and
with distinct backgrounds is undoubtedly a challenge
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to the audience in mid-June, including Xiao He Chases B81EF (B TEE) ~ CERR=) K (Bl€E) © for the young actresses in this play. Nevertheless, the
after Han Xin, Catch Zhang Sanlang Alive, 'Shatter the  (f¥pE#EH) » B ERHREEEER participating students were highly dedicated and made

Marriage Challenge Sign' from Liu Jinding. The sublime
performances gained enthusiastic applause.

massive strides forward as they immersed themselves
in the roles."
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TEA GRADUATE EXHIBITION 2024

RIFSEREH JEEQET,’%EEE M
TECHNICAL PRODUTTION -

THEATRE DESIGN

& MANAGEMENT SESSION " SESSION

28.6-5.7 28.6-5.7
PA"%'%REB (ZIZ)%\IEE ACADEMY EL%]?T?E%H’%
12:00-21:00 _—

The Hong Kong Academy for Performlng Arts
1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hognhg Kong
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MEDIA DESIGN
& TECHNOLOGY SESSION

12.7-20.7
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ACADEMY STUDIO THEATRE
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Student Outreach Expands to Xlaohongshu

ZERBHRRENDME

Students and alumni of HKAPA have many achievements and accomplishments
to tell. Our alumni won the Best Film at the 42" Hong Kong Film Awards. A
passionate teacher recommended his fresh screenwriting graduate to
receive financial support from the Federation of Hong Kong Filmmakers
to produce his own film. A student from the School of Music shared how
she honed her performing skills and gained valuable experience in art
administration from organising an Academy performance. Another student
from the School of Drama was awarded a scholarship in recognition of her
community service to the visually impaired. These uplifting stories can now
be found on the HKAPA Xiaohongshu (XHS, also known as Little Red Book)
official account.

XHS is a highly popular social media platform amongst young people in the
Mainland. Beyond informative posts about our academic programmes and
student productions, the HKAPA XHS official account provides different
perspectives on how the Academy nurtures professional performing artists.
Since launching its official XHS account at the start of 2024, the Academy
has seen remarkable growth in its digital presence and engagement
according to the XHS database. The official account has already amassed
over 1,800 followers, with an equal split between the Greater Bay Area and
other regions of the Mainland. Even more impressive is the skyrocketing
usage of HKAPA-related hashtags, with #&EEZ %3 increasing by 70%
and #HKAPA soaring by 171% as of the end of May.
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The Official Account Launch Ceremony held in February received an impressive
number of cultural media coverage in the Mainland. Professor Gillian Choa,
Director of the Academy, officiated at the ceremony with 240 young
dancers of the China Children's Dance Troupe (CCDT) representing the
China National Society for the Promotion of Arts and Culture in attendance.
The CCDT dancers from 8 provinces/ areas shared their aspirations for our
official account during the event.

Moving forward, the official account will continue to distribute updated
admission information and news of the Academy to engage young people
who are interested in performing arts and our Mainland-based alumni
through this online platform. Celebrating the remarkable milestone of the
Academy’s 40™ Anniversary in September, an “Performing Arts Industry Talk
Series”featuring 12 acclaimed alumni will debut on XHS in early 2025 which
will offer insights and inspiration for young people interested in pursuing a
career in performing arts.

You are cordially invited to follow the HKAPA XHS official account to receive
information about the Academy and the latest trends in the Hong Kong
performing arts industry.

> Young dancers from China Children's Dance Troupe look forward to the upcoming posts on
the HKAPA LRB Official Account
TED REENFREERFEEBRPAEETIRNBRESELEN
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7 ACADEMY EVENTS IN JuLY
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1-5 MON-FRI | 12:00NN | AU
TEA Graduate Exhibition 2024 - Theatre Design Session
BREFEMTEERE 2024 - FAREHER
Free event REHE @

1-5 MON-FRI | 12:00NN | LOBBY
TEA Graduate Exhibition 2024 - Technical Production & Management Session
ARBFEITRER 2024 - BFEER
Free event REEH @ @

12-20 FRI-SAT | 12:00NN | AU
TEA Graduate Exhibition 2024 - Media Design & Technology Session
BREMFEMEERE 2024 - HERER
Freeevent 2EEHE @ @

KEY &

VENUE 5
AU Academy Studio Theatre
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REMARKS f#3

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule

should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
contact the Academy ail vp@hkapa.edu. 1£
ATITENR » 2 4 5

{E 2684 8514 3 - f

The School of Music hosts different concerts every month, with students taking part in a wide range of solo, chamber music, orchestral
and choral activities. For more details on the concerts, please visit: https://www.hkapa.edu/music/event

BLERSANFRNMBEREHNES « 2% ERMNSIESHE - FI15781E © https://www.hkapa.edu/tch/music/event

@ OTHER
Hith

Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

- B E RS EERN AL LR #E 2 www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

@ The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our
Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for fu

; A Es] AR - LU

Performance

2 i

R vp@hkapa.edu £

v Z, The Hong Kong Academy Main Campus A%
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?}, The Hong Kong Academy A
Performlng Arts
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CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
BEAHREXEEMRI T N DN - B R R B

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN FEBRSBRZISESERESRNERE - BB T &
+ Campus Development iR E2&fZ (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion 3] : 18 S2ECE - REER)
« Students Development £ 85 (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 4 : ##£35 RENEES)

+ Cultural Exchange 37443557 (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 30 : RETYE ~ 357512)

+ Arts and Technology Ei7£2R447 (e.g. Performing arts projects / research {) : FRBMTIES / %)

Donation Amount BEE5E

SUPPORT US % 1538 &

\

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ ]HK$1,000 [ ] Other Hfty HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS ERAQ*&

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASUEIB2E e/ T/ RN/ HUR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BB AMR QR ARG :

Address it :
Tel B33 : Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 7§ 3B S 2R E L BE i)
Signature 2552 : Date A :

REMARKS &5

« Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts’”.
- IBIBHE1007TE M B B IURFHORAE -
- FEZRBEDBGLE  FOEBESSTITE %  SEEESRBREW -
- XRBEFER (BERESk, -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WESH > FNNEE (852) 2584 8729 S EHE dev@hkapa.edu ERIBRERHIA -

Personal Information Collection Statement U@ A & 4263

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.

SERBTECEET (BARY 3L #0)) - UFSREGEABNLRNEREE - Bl  BEARSREE TEFRBISORLNRDIRAE  BESFHKE (BABN G #61) - ERRRBALERZINEABNED
RS - BN - EWEHRNEZRSHERE - WISDREBREIERENEABRIE LABE - JEHZdevehkapaedu -




