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The New Director States Her Case
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People Focus | A

- The Academy and | go back a long way."

The new Director of HKAPA, Professor Anna CY Chan,
exudes a gentle grace, and her words are clear-cut
and precise. It's clear that her training as a dancer
permeates not only the way she moves but also
thinks and communicates.

Professor Chan started taking ballet lessons when
she was young. In 1987, prior to undergoing
professional dance training in Australia, she enrolled
on a three-month dance course at HKAPA. That saw
her set foot on campus for the first time.

After graduation, she joined the theatre and dance
world, working as a professional dancer, lecturer,
curator, and arts administrator. In 2018, she
became Dean of Dance at the Academy. This year,
Professor Chan was appointed as the eighth
Director of HKAPA.

"All my job changes, whether in education,
administration or the arts, happened at an opportune
time," she believes. "They brought me a multitude of
experiences that will inform everything | do in my
latest position."
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Professor Chan also has a professional balance, having
moved back and forth between artistic productions
and arts administration for many years. "One can adopt
an artistic approach even to administration and the
commercial side of things," she insists. "The artistic
training | had received since childhood equipped me
with this capability. Artists are often labelled self-
centred individualists, but performing arts is a form of
communication that transmits artists' ideas to the
public through different mediums."

Prior to her latest appointment, Professor Chan had
served the Academy in various capacities. In 2002, she
conducted research here via external recruitment. The
year 2005 saw her teaching as a full-time lecturer at
the School of Dance, as well as organising the first
Gifted Young Dancer Programme.

"A couple of years later, the then-Director of the
Academy, Professor Kevin Thompson, had plans to
launch the Performing Arts Education Centre," she
recalls. "He was of the view the Academy should do
more systematic outreach, and encourage students to
give back. | became the centre's first person-in-charge,
a position | held for seven years."

Professor Chan was recruited by the West Kowloon
Cultural District Authority in 2013 to research a blueprint
for dance. A year later, she became the first head of
dance for the district, responsible for shaping West
Kowloon's artistic direction and strategies in her field, as
well as planning the construction of its first dance centre.
"Emotionally, | was reluctant to leave the Academy," she
admits. "But West Kowloon was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. | felt compelled to do my bit for art and

THE HOI?IG KONG ACADEMY FOR PERFORMING ARTS
R R )
- PR S

o S

A

| i

i
(IVERSARY CELEBRATION OF

ACADEMY NEWS BE#EH | MAY - JUNE 2025 ISSUE

S TR N BRI - RIS 2 T5 0 R
B TRETH BEBETLUR—EHETF
%o RS B SN ES B E FREER
15 REAUABHRRER - AERRBHAS R
—EEE - BERARNEEREEME o ) i
BEEFSEEBRAKEIARSL S 4
DAERREGHELE S AEMABES
RRAREBN AEE—BEEHEASNNE
A BARESNANERARERREEN
MRGHSBRIM  BEEEEL S - SRR
BEHLETL RENEE—EBEE —HET
o, ZB—Z  BERBENXCERETE
BHEEAEARANCEEEREHBRETE
(%) HEXHESEERREE "SRERE
EREHAR  BEAR—ARE—RWES -
RER—HTEBESR  HEATBH LB
BEES—HH 0 REESHE -
BEBEEALE

MAMEE  BEEE-S—\EERRBERE
AREEREE  AUBEEBASEIFNHR
BMARBRASHERRE  (EABEERX(LE
BRIE—E BEARBBHRIERELERD
AR o ERET . —+— RN REBEER
T BASH T, FMEEEN BB
5 MEEMELE > © i, 2— BB BHR
BEEMSEENT  FHAMBRBEETS -
AT MASERBHEARE? BES 55

(From Left) Professor Martin Lau, Professor

. Anna CY Chan, Dr Gordon Munro, Council

Chairman Mr Charles Yang, Mr Tony Wong,
Dr Terry Lam and Dr Ifiaki Sandoval attended
the launch ceremony for the 40" Anniversary
- of the Academy in September 2024.
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culture in Hong Kong, so | accepted the challenge."
Getting the Community to Dance

After a four-year hiatus, Professor Chan returned to
HKAPA as Dean of Dance. She tapped into her West
Kowloon experience to fortify relations between the
School and the performing-arts industry. "If Hong Kong
is to take up space on the global art and cultural stage,
we need to offer artists more opportunities to go
international," she explains.

In her opinion, the performing artists of the 21°
century need excellent technique and breadth of
vision — that term "breadth" applying not only to their
professions, but also to their hearts and minds. "To
give is a blessing," Professor Chan says. "Artists
should give without hesitation because it is only
through giving that one truly receives."

How best can artists and administrators introduce the
art of dance into the community? The Jockey Club
Dance Well Project, planned and curated by the
School of Dance, offers one example. It's a creative
dance project designed for individuals with
Parkinson's disease, although family members, carers
and loved ones of all ages and backgrounds can take
part. Professional artists act as teachers to help
participants experience the creative and therapeutic
power of dance, in different artistic spaces. Professor
Chan says the sessions touch her deeply. "The aim of
artistic creation is not self-gratification, but giving,"
she notes. "Witnessing and being inspired by the
interaction between the artist teachers and students
reaffirms my commitment to my beliefs."

Six-in-One Advantage

After taking the reins as Director this April, Professor Chan
has devoted her time to flagship projects such as the
new HKAPA campus in the Northern Metropalis, in the
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Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fund 2025
Awards Presentation Ceremony

For many years, Professor Chan has been passionate about
promoting performing arts and cultural development in Hong Kong.
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Professor Chan attended different events with her coworkers
when she was Dean of Dance. REIRH T EEB R RE 0 &%
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northern New Territories. Over the last two years, the
Academy has conducted background research for the
project. The next step is to form a development plan
based on the research.

"I hope to draw upon my experience in planning and
development in West Kowloon Cultural District to
explore the future of the performing arts and film,
together with my coworkers from all six Schools," she
says. "Tertiary institutions with six performing and film
arts areas under one roof are few and far between
anywhere in the world."

Professor Chan likens the Academy to a family. "Family
members share similar DNA profiles, but they may have
distinctly different personalities and dreams," she
explains. "Similarly, the six Schools operate under the
same policies, but each has its own features." To make
the most of the Academy's strengths, the six Schools
need not only to work closely together but also to think
about the future as users with different needs.

"It's meaningless to double the size of the campus if one
doesn't have the human resources required," she
maintains. "We must first set a long-term vision before
planning how best to use the space." Professor Chan
will consider the positioning of the new campus, and
how it and the main campus in Wan Chai can
complement one another, with the aim of setting HKAPA
apart from similar performing-arts institutes in the
Greater Bay Area.

Tech Transfer in the Arts

Professor Chan observes that HKAPA has the benefit
of a solid foundation that should allow it to shine so
long as it stays true to its mission and standards.
However, she also believes the Academy should
capitalise on its 40™ anniversary by reviewing past
accomplishments, then pushing to scale even greater
heights. The primary goal now is to strengthen
exchange with industry not only in Hong Kong, but also
in the Mainland and overseas.

The performing arts field is always evolving across the
globe. The Schools and their people therefore need to
be tapped into the industry so they can adapt as new
modes of performance emerge. For instance,
performing-arts productions are increasingly
emphasising the importance of sustainability. To nurture
the next generation of performing-arts professionals, the
Academy should ensure programmes and operations
embrace the concept of sustainable development.
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Professor Chan thanked all participating units and participants at the
dissemination seminar for the three-year Jockey Club Dance Well
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"The Academy must stay abreast of the times for our

graduates to be attractive to the market of the future,"
Professor Chan says. "The training we offer should
not only be adequate for entering the profession; it
should also equip students with professional
knowledge that will last for at least five to ten years.
Making more workplace internships available is one
way of rendering our graduates more competitive."

Professor Chan points out that the Academy, home to
seven fully professional performance venues, can play
a leading role technically and academically, as it
enables the Schools to give back to society and their
respective professions. What's more, the Academy can
complement the development of technological
innovation in Hong Kong by creating platforms for the
promotion and incubation of cutting-edge technology
in the performing arts.

"The performing arts have always been intimately tied
to technology," Professor Chan says. "Conditions are
ideal for the Academy to evolve into an incubation
centre that would enhance dialogue between the two
sectors." Citing the example of cultural intellectual
property, she encourages creative students of HKAPA
to use the performing arts as a catalyst for their
innovative ideas. "We need to think ahead about how
to equip our students academically, artistically and
technologically for the workplace of the future, and
enable them to be in constant communication with the
rest of the world," she says. "This is the direction we
need to explore as an academy, and a stakeholder in
our industry."

Professor Chan hopes to bring her vision to fruition
during her term as Director of HKAPA. Any success
should contribute to Hong Kong's development into a
hub of global exchange for the performing arts. &
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Before each performance, Professor Chan communicates closely
with colleagues to learn about the progress of rehearsals. §R&
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Professor Chan hopes to sharpen the Academy's edge as a nurturer
of artistic and cultural talent, while contributing to Hong Kong's
evolution into a hub for global cultural exchange. FREIZHIL E—
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Professor Chan is known to mingle with students and
support them in person. FREIBRERSZRBLERY » X
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The Academy has earned a prestigious position in
the Top 20 of the QS World University Rankings for
Performing Arts, reinforcing its status as a global leader
in performing arts education.

This latest recognition marks the sixth time that the
Academy has been ranked in the Top 20 since the
Performing Arts category was introduced in 2016. Since
its establishment in 1984, the Academy has consistently
showcased Hong Kong as a centre for East-meets-West
international cultural exchange.

Mr Charles Yang, Council Chairman of the Academy,
remarked, “The Academy continues to be a centre for
excellence in providing performing arts education and
fostering international cultural exchange. This recognition
from QS affirms our commitment to nurturing future
talents in the performing arts. The Academy will continue
to strive for excellence in nurturing performing artists and
exploring innovative ways of teaching and learning." &
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Ranked A
Top 20 in QS World University Rankings for PerformingAi
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts th Anniversary Musical Celebration Production 9
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HKAPA 40" Anniversary Open Day Draws a Crowd of Over 8,000 Visitors
for Over a Hundred Free Activities

Celebrating 40 Years of Excellence in Performing Arts Education with the Community
REPIRFM ARSI 8,000 A2HERZREREEN TR
BAREFEMEUREEME T3

2.3.2025
Wanchai Campus & Béthanie Campus
EFABRARERE

|

Visitors were captivated by engaging
interactive demonstrations of screen
art technologies, motion capture,
special effects and virtual camera
production techniques. ARS R H ik
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Cantonese Opera Youth Programme
Experiential Class. BE& &/ FEE
STEIRERR o

Experience in media design and technology,
integrating sound, lighting and video. 2%
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Musical jukebox by students from the School
of Drama. Bi5IZRPREA 4 R S 448t
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Music performance was well-received by the audience. EHE4E HF = ARED o

Professor Anna CY Chan having fun with the students.
PRAFBEZIR SRR o

25,26,28,29.3.2025
Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
REDRESSHBEEIR

The four performances of Don Giovanni
concluded successfully, with each show playing to
a full house and leaving the audience thoroughly
delighted by the exceptional performances
delivered by our students. This opera production
was also commended by veteran music critic Mr
Oliver Chou in his column.
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(From left) Deputy Director (Academic) Dr Gordon Munro,
Academy Director Prof Anna CY Chan, and Deputy Director
(Administration) Mr Chapman Ngan, at the 40" Anniversary
checkpoint. (E#) BlRE (21) XERELT « RREREH
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The Academy's 40" Anniversary FILMART 2025 Kickoff Ceremony

concluded successfully

RESREN+EF TEEERE

The Academy's 40" Anniversary FILMART 2025 Kick-
off Ceremony was successfully held at HKCEC in March.
Mr Chan Kwok-ki, Chief Secretary for Administration; Ms
Rosanna Law, Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism;
and Dr Peter Lam, Chairman of Hong Kong Trade
Development Council, visited the Academy's booth and
learned about the contributions to the development of
the performing arts and to the film and television industry
made by the Academy over the past 40 years with the
company of Prof Anna CY Chan.

Officiating guests of the ceremony included
Mr Charles Yang, Council Chairman of the Academy; Dr
Gordon Munro, the then Acting Director of the Academy;
and Dr Terry Lam, Dean of Film and Television of the
Academy, and they were joined by Mr Sammo Hung
Kam-po, Honorary Doctorate of the Academy; Mr
Tse Kwan-ho, Honorary Fellow of the Academy; and
renowned film director Mr Soi Cheang. Numerous
celebrated alumni also participated in the ceremony to
show support for the Academy.

CineDESK, an innovative pre-production and
creation tool jointly developed with Zurich University
of the Arts, was highlighted at the event. Visitors
explored how artificial intelligence technology can be
integrated with film, television and stage production.
CineDESK is being displayed in the newly established
Al Hub of FILMART this year, as the Academy works
with various technological industries to promote the
stainable development of digital technology. &
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J{M ting Jingniang on
— a Thousand-mile Journey

(BitFIHEEC)

Z (RFHE)

""Rescuing Pei from Trap"” from
The Legend of the Reincarnation
= of the Red Plum

(BIRR)
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"Sword Contest Between Sisters-in-law”
from Fanjiang Pass

6-7.6.2025 7:30 pm
Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre EZ2RES2EEEIR

Ticketing and Details
BEKHE:




12-17.5.2025 7:45 pm 17.5.2025 2:45 pm
Academy Studio Theatre EZEEIFEREIS

The Hong I?ong Academy /
Performing Arts

o Ak WL e

Ticketing and Details
ERMEHE:
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ACADEMY'S 40™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
RESRENTRAERENH

DEC 3, 2024 - JUN 19, 2025 | 12:00PM — 9:00PM
40 Years of Brilliance: HKAPA's Artistic Legacy
(EERZ EERESROTAFLEIE)
Painters' Corner, Academy Ground Floor
EEDMTH T B

MAY 7-10, 2025 | 7:30PM
Academy Musical: What the Buddha Said
BETEA (EHEER)
Academy Lyric Theatre 'BEZ2 R EI B

MAY 8-10, 2025 | 8:00PM; 3:00PM (MAY 10)
School of Dance Summer Performances
SESREFEN

HKJC Amphitheatre EEBEEEEEIMR

MAY 12-17,2025 | 7:45PM, 2:45PM (MAY 17)
Academy Drama: DNA

REEE : (DNAY

Academy Studio Theatre BEZ R E 5 FI15

JUN 6, 2025 | 7:00PM

Symphonic Reunion:

A Time with Alumni and Academy Symphony Orchestra
(REER RREARETBEBERR L)

HKJC Amphitheatre HEEE S HEERIT

REMARKS #53t

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
contact the Academy Box Offic on 2584 8514 or email vp

=

JUN 6-7,2025 | 7:30PM

Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums
EEEMS (ERE)

Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
EEZREZEERA

JUN 18-22, 2025

SWEAT Hong Kong International Dance Workshop Festival 2025
SWEAT &# E I 5288 TEEAER 2025

HKJC Amphitheatre EEE B EE2EIR

JUN 27,2025 | 7:00PM - 10:00PM
HKAPA 40" Anniversary Celebration Banquet
EFRREZRNTAERERE

Convention Hall, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
EBgRREPLEERE

JUN 28 - JUL 10, 2025 | 12:00PM — 9:00PM
TEA Graduation Exhibition 2025
ERRIEBITEER 2025
Academy Studio Theatre, Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
BEBIRERAIS  RERRESEEEEIR

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for further detail
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2584 8633 X EE vp@hkapa.edu £ 3 EIREES ©
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Aiming for New Heights 28 B¢ % [B - 8 & & &t

To nurture a new generation of performing artists and cultural leaders with a global impact, firmly rooted in Hong Kong's rich East-
West cultural heritage.

BIRREEPEEENZITIER, BEHT—RREREENNRBEEM S EM.

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN/ FEBRRBRZISEERESRNERE - SFBUTEHE

+ Campus Development & 252 (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion I : i2H2BEHE. REIER)

+ Students Development £4-2%/& (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 3] : 285 RENEET)

« Cultural Exchange 3T44,3%57% (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 40 : KBRPE. 37atEl)

+ Arts and Technology E4#7E8R4$ (e.g. Performing arts projects / research 3 : R;EBBMTIEB / HF)

Donation Amount BR&%E

[] HK$200,000 [ | HK$100,000 [ |HK$50,000 [ 1HK$20,000

[ HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ 1HK$1,000 [ 1 Other EHAth HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS R A B

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr/Ms /Mrs/ Dr/ Prof)
BRASEER2E G/ +/ RN/ BL/EHR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

LS QD8R ERARE) :

Address it
Tel 55 - Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 1§35 E 3 BRUIRE LB E i)
Signature 53 : Date HEf :

REMARKS f&s%

«  Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

«  Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

«  Please make your cheque payable to“The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

+  IBRBH1007TRIU LR BIURIFIOIAIE.
+ BRZFBEABGZR FOBBECSIITE % SERESRBREN.
© ZRBEAER (BEREPR .

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WEE - BUDEE (852) 2584 8729 {EHZE dev@hkapa.edu SIS .

Personal Information Collection Statement U £{B A E8868

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, p ional activities, ing surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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