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The Béthanie Celebrates 150 Years

s Nurturing the Performing Arts Talents
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B KAPA has been established for over 40
years, but it is tied to a history that goes
back far further. The elegant Béthanie Landmark
Heritage Campus in Pok Fu Lam occupies the
former Béthanie sanatorium, which opened 150
years ago.

An institution originally built to serve the French

missionaries was sold to Hongkong Land in 1974

- and had a demolition order hanging over its head

_f_i?r.five years. The Government resumed the site

~in 1975 and in 1981 the Béthanie was declared a

. Grade I listed building. In 2003, the Béthanie was
~ - allocated to the Academy for restoration. The
complex reopened in 2006, and has become the
home of the Academy's School of Film and.

Television. From its transformation from a
sanatorium to a heritage campus, it is not only a

“witness to history and the values of our tlmes,

but also an ever-evolving cradle for young
creative talent. =
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In 1685, The Missions Etrangéres de Paris (the French
Mission) came to Asia. The Society also had plans to
build a sanatorium for missionaries suffering from
tropical diseases. In 1873, under the leadership of
Father Pierre-Marie Osouf, then the head of the French
Mission in Hong Kong, action was taken. The
sanatorium opened in 1875. In 2003, HKAPA was
handed the reins for the restoration and management
of the Béthanie.

Challenges of a New Life

The sanatorium is a two-storey building with a
basement, chapel, and the H-shape service wing. The
centrepiece is a beautiful Neo-Gothic chapel, featuring
pointed arches evoking 13" century Gothic monasteries
in France, and a ribbed vaulted ceiling inspired by
buildings in the Middle Ages. Years of alterations meant
that many of the original furnishings had been removed.
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1 Under the vaulted ceiling of the Neo-Gothic
chapel, 19 stained glass windows were removed
when the site was sold. Nine of these were found
and reinstated, alongside faithful replicas of the
other ten. NAEHFEEEN+HNEFEEEE > ¥
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2 Latin inscription on the lintel of the Béthanie's front
door: Domine, ecce, quem amas infirmatur or
"Lord, the one whom you love is sick." {4k fEAiFI
P948 LM AL T 5132 : TDomine, ecce, quem amas
infirmatur) > RIS REEREFMEEHHEA ©

3 The floor tiles, were probably imported from France,
that line the ground-floor corridor and chapel are
one-of-a-kind in Hong Kong. #th i BE B/ E Ffr BB
HMPEERBERES » BEEEEAD -

4 The original high altar, reredos, communion
railings, and sacristy doors were returned on loan
by the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong. 3RRHE/NK
ERMHNREERS - REFR - ERHEREKRERN
BREHEEHEED ©
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The restored and expanded Sir YK Pao Studioon |
the second floor had its 60s-installed flat roof

removed and the original pitched design /
reinstated, but fitted with glazed insulated glass for |
better lighting. JEIEBIEEZMNE ERASZ A & >
EFEIEA—NABERRERNRA R RiE
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spaciousness. On the same floor are a screening
room, an audio-visual room, and facilities for
production design. The French missionaries' wine
cellar was converted into a museum displaying the
history of the Béthanie, and the villages in the vicinity.

Declared Monuments
in Hong Kong I
The Bethanie »

g

Dr Terry Lam, Dean and alumnus of Film and
Television of the Academy, is honoured to be working
on this campus where the historic and the modern
come together. "This is a richly historical space fitted
out with the latest film production facilities. The main
building and the cowshed are home to a professional

Featuring Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus, one of the
special stamps themed on "Declared Monuments in Hong Kong 11"
WEBAAELEREATEREY— IE8EELEI 5HIEE

The wine cellar, once housing many French bottles, is now
a gallery detailing the history of the Béthanie and the
French Mission. # NEZE G HEERAIEAEEE > BIEERRA
NEBBEAREN BRI EHGELREE ©

When the Academy took over, restoration and renovation
works were launched to restore the original look of the
sanatorium. In 2006, the Béthanie became the second
campus of the Academy.

Sustainable Development in Action

The Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus, housing the
facilities of the School of Film and Television, opened its
doors to students. The campus comprises the
Béthanie Theatre, the Sir YK Pao Studio, and the
Béthanie Chapel.

The modern Béthanie Theatre is converted from an
octagonal cowshed formerly owned by Dairy Farm. It
is equipped with movable seating and audio-visual
facilities for hosting seminars and film screenings. An
adjacent cowshed is retained for the public's in situ
appreciation of the site's historic value. The Sir YK
Pao Studio, located on the second floor, had its
60s-installed flat roof removed, and the original
pitched design reinstated but fitted with glazed
insulated glass for better lighting and a sense of

Converted from a cowshed, Béthanie Theatre features an
open stage design and 153 seats. B34 22 M A B9 18 A
BEIR » SRR E SR > HiRE—E A+ =B ©
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screening room, an audio-visual room, and facilities
for production design. Even the wine cellar has been
repurposed into a gallery displaying the history of the
site. The charming integration of old and new allows
our teaching and creative activities to connect with
the cutting-edge technology, while being grounded in
culture and history."

The Béthanie Campus is available for hire for cultural
and artistic events. The films Fly Me to Polaris and
Blind Detective were shot on location here, while the
chapel has been, for years, one of Hong Kong's hottest
wedding locations — a success story for how a heritage
site can become a self-sustainable resource. On the
Academy's Open Day, the public is welcome to visit
the Béthanie Campus for free, and enjoy performances
by HKAPA students, amidst all the grace and grandeur.

For teachers and students who spend most of their days
on campus, the Béthanie is a font of inspiration. "It
oozes with history. We feel it walking on the patterned
tiles in the corridor, discussing a script under a lofty
ceiling, or catching a glimpse of a wedding underway at
the chapel." Not only does history add atmosphere, it
also offers precious nutrients for creativity.

Future Mission

Whether as a sanatorium or a hub for arts education,
the Béthanie has always taken upon itself to mend
and nurture bodies, hearts and souls. As the campus
marks Béthanie's 150" anniversary, Professor Anna
CY Chan, Director of the Academy, pays tribute to the
legacy begun in 1875.

"It is an enormous honour to inspire young people
within this Neo-Gothic monument, where history and
technology dynamically converge," says Professor
Chan. "As Director, | am deeply aware of our mission's
far-reaching implications. Art is integral to our lives, and
we have a responsibility to share the beauty and

Therapy After Class 1% /% 2 il

Dorathy Wong, a first-year student at the School of Film
and Television, feels fortunate to be spending her time on
this "very cool" campus every day. "When | first arrived, the
upper-class students gave us a tour," she recalls. "I'll never
forget how moved | was by the sight of the glass roof and
the expansive views of the sea."

After first learning about the site's history from her teachers,
Dorathy did her own research, and was surprised to find
that the Government issued a demolition order for the site
in 1975. It was only a turn of fate that landed the Béthanie
in the Academy's hands. "One could say HKAPA redeemed
the chapel in a way similar to how it gave new life to us,
Film and Television students," she says.

Dorathy's favourite spot on campus is the small but well-
stocked library. "The resources are amazing," she notes.
"Watching a film here after class is my ultimate relaxation."
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Dorathy Wong, first-year student of
the School of Film and Television
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grandeur of the performing arts with a wider public. |
have been immensely fortunate to witness, with great
joy, the growth of countless talented students in this
unique setting. My hope is that they become conduits
of artistic power, integrating new technology with this
historic ambience to scale great creative heights. The
Academy always strives for excellence and expands
the bounds of possibility."

Dr Lam also believes that the Béthanie enables
students not only to become skilled professionals, but
also to learn respect for history and gain profound
insights into art. "I hope we can continue to craft our
stories on this wonderfully storied land," he says. &

Professor Anna CY Chan, Director of HKAPA, appreciates the
coming together of a rich history and modern technology at the
Béthanie. She hopes this unique campus can tap fully into its own
strengths and ignite the passions of the budding artists in its care.
BESRRRRAEEEMERREGE X CEREILERR -
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. 1. A
Dr Terry Lam, Dean and alumnus of the School of Film and
Television, said that the Béthanie Campus is an inspiring and
creative environment. B BRBRRER R IRRMIIFRIE LR
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Special campus tour will be organised to celebrate the 150" anniversary of the Béthanie. For latest updates,
please follow us on social media. AEFAENERAIE—BATHESF » HERMTIREES - FREEREEM
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HKAPA Welcomes Culture and Education Policies

in the 2025 Policy Address

HREBRIRID (2025 FHEBHRS) EMMFHERMEE

HKAPA welcomes the initiatives related to the arts,
culture, and higher education sectors outlined in
the Chief Executive's 2025 Policy Address. These
measures reflect a strong strategic vision for
reinforcing Hong Kong's long-term development,
and we are confident that they will generate lasting
and impactful value while driving further progress
across the performing arts, culture, and higher
education fields.

Being the only higher education institution offering
professional training and education in Performing
Arts, the Academy appreciates the Government's
commitment to establishing Hong Kong as an
international education hub. Initiatives such as
relaxing admission restrictions for self-financing
students and attracting outstanding international
teaching and research talents and students align
closely with our institutional vision. We fully support
these policies, along with the proposal to increase
the supply of student hostels, which will help
attract more international students. The Academy is
dedicated to ensuring that adequate resources are
in place to support this expansion and to facilitate
the Government's goal of integrating education,
technology, and talent development.

As in the past four decades, the Academy will
continue to play an integral role in supporting
Hong Kong as an East-meets-West centre for
international cultural exchange. We remain committed
to continuously refining our programmes to keep
pace with the evolving needs of the performing arts
and cultural sectors. As a leading performing arts
education institution, we reaffirm our dedication to
artistic excellence and innovation in education and
promotion of arts and culture. The Academy will
continue to uphold the highest standards in nurturing
and inspiring the next generation of artists in Hong
Kong, the Greater Bay Area, and beyond. &
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HKAPA Honorary Awards Ceremony 2025
RSB IRREG T BRERTNERME 2025

THE HONG KONG A
HONORARY AWA

The Academy Director Professor
Anna CY Chan thanked the five
distinguished awardees whose
remarkable contributions have
4 profoundly advanced the
i Academy and enriched the arts
landscape, both in Hong Kong
and around the world.

The Honorary Awards Ceremony 2025 was officiated at by Council Chairman Mr Charles Yang.,  # RIS ARS8 L
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senior management of the Academy. HE2ZRREG EFHERLE REREBEEE  $EBINEERTREEESR °

The Academy conferred Honorary Awards on five
outstanding individuals on 17 October 2025 in
recognition of their significant achievements and
contributions to the performing arts, the cultural
industry, and the development of the Academy. The
ceremony, officiated by Academy Council Chairman Mr
Charles Yang Chuen-liang SBS JP, was held at the
Academy Lyric Theatre. Council Chairman Mr Charles
Yang and Academy Director Professor Anna CY Chan
expressed their sincere gratitude for the Honorary
Awardees' exemplary services and unwavering support
to the Academy and the community. &

Honorary Fellows $#&pz+
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RS HREBFEFEBETLESBS JPEREIE Mr William Au Weng—hel SBS JP Mr Chen Qing Mr Leo Cheung Kwok-wing Mrs Yvonne Law
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The 39" Graduation Ceremony of HKAPA was
officiated at by Council Chairman Mr Charles Yang.
BESRE=TNERXHEHREGTIESESL
EEFERER o

The 39" Graduation Ceremony of the Academy was
held at the Academy Lyric Theatre on 16 October
2025. A total of 354 graduates from the six Schools
and the Department of Performing Arts Research were
conferred Master's Degrees, Bachelor's (Honours)
Degrees, Diplomas, or Certificates. The ceremony was
officiated at by Council Chairman Mr Charles Yang
Chuen-liang SBS JP.

Professor Anna CY Chan, Director of the Academy,
delivered a speech at the ceremony. She said, "This
academic year is especially meaningful as we recently
marked the Academy's 40" Anniversary with many
productions and events. This milestone highlights
the ethos of ONE Academy - the teamwork of our
talented students, alumni, and faculty across all six
Schools. Looking ahead, we are building on this
foundation with our 10-year strategic plan, aligning
with Hong Kong's vision as a global hub for cultural
exchange. We will deepen partnerships with local and
international industries and create robust internship
programmes. We are also committed to integrating
the UN's Sustainable Development Goals, promoting
sustainable and green practices in the performing
arts. | am especially enthusiastic about our ideas and
plans for a new Performing Arts Innovation Centre,
designed to foster creativity and offer a platform
for students, alumni, and artists to experiment with
innovative techniques. We aim to cultivate a new

Congratulations to Class of 2025!
N2 2025 FEEN!
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Group photo of Academy Council Chairman Mr Charles Yang; Academy
Director Professor Anna CY Chan; senior management and the Bachelor's
(Honours) Degree graduates. B2 [TIRE & X E15E 5L E B RRE
B EEEREES T (K8) 2UEXEASR -

generation of artists and thinkers by offering training in
IP, entrepreneurship, and business models within the
cultural and creative industries, along with opportunities
for cross-disciplinary collaboration.” &
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HKAPA's Recital Hall Named as "The Society of APA Recital Hall"
REBREZTENRS NBERREETERE)

TH

The Academy's Recital Hall has been named "The
Society of APA Recital Hall" in appreciation of the
long-standing and unwavering support of The
Society of the Academy for Performing Arts (SAPA).

Academy Council Chairman Mr Charles Yang Chuen-liang
SBS JP and Academy Director Professor Anna CY
Chan expressed their sincere gratitude for SAPA's
enduring commitment to the Academy. "Over the
years, the scholarships supported by SAPA have
been instrumental for the Academy to recruit
the best students and to recognise students
with outstanding artistic talents and academic
performance. We are deeply grateful to SAPA and
all past and present members of its Executive
Committee for their dedication and devotion in
raising the much-needed scholarship funds for
the Academy."

SAPA Joint Presidents Dr Sophia Kao Lo GBS JP
and Ms Charmaine Ho said, "As a long-term
partner and supporter of the Academy, we are
proud of its achievements in nurturing performing
artists and professionals, as well as its significant
contribution to the development of arts and culture
in Hong Kong. The naming of the Recital Hall is a
testament to the strong partnership between SAPA
and the Academy. We look forward to continuing
our collaboration in the future, and to helping the
Academy to reach new heights." &
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(Left to Right) Dr Eddy Fong; Ms Charmaine Ho; Dr Sophia Kao Lo;
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Bestows the gift of a sword at Baihua Pavilion

(Zf ) 2 HlE)

“Execution of Chen Shimei” from Qin Xianglian

26-29.11.2025 7:30 pm 29.11.2025 2:30 pm Ticketing and Details o = 19.12.2025 7:30 pm 20.12.2025 2:30 pm Ticketing and Details
Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre, HKAPA & #EE25E: BRSESER ERHE: SRR Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre, HKAPA &i&EEE0% BRSEESEIR BE e
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HKAPA Undergraduate and
Post-Secondary Programmes

FEEREBRBLIEXTRE

PRINCIPAL’S RECOMMENDATION SCHEME
BEKBEE

For Undergraduate and Post-Secondary Programmes in Academic Year 2026/27

BIRAXERE

Principals are invited to recommend secondary school students with distinguished achievements in performing arts to apply for

admission to the Academy. HEEHFBREEBERREM LER/ERBOER AT ERER0R -

A maximum of 6 nominations for each secondary school P2 AR EREZ AV B LS HHTE
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17-22 NOV | MON-SAT | 7:45PM, 2:45PM (22 NOV)
Academy Musical: Cats

BETYE (M)

Studio Theatre, HKAPA

BEBEEEN BREAIS

$95, $80 (M), $50(B) @ @

21-22 NOV | FRI-SAT | 8:00PM, 3:00PM (22 NOV)
Academy Dance: School of Dance Fall Performances
HEZNE BESRUTEN

Lyric Theatre, HKAPA

BERREZM WER

$115, $80, $100(M), $70(M), $55(B) @

KEY 5Hf#
@ The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
BERER2BRHE

(B) Full-time students, senior citizens aged 65 or above, people with disabilities

2HGIZA ~ 65 L LR - BEAL
(M) Academy Alumni Association
BEEGRREEE

REMARKS #53%

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
kapa.edu. 7£

contact the Acad

2 3
Yy, The Hong I%opg Academy Main Campus AR
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ACADEMY EVENTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
AREERREGER

@ MUSICAL @ DRAMA @ DANCE CHINESE OPERA
EES 5221 =] ;|

26-29 NOV | WED-SAT | 7:30PM, 2:30PM (29 NOV)
Academy Drama: The Life of Man

WEEE (AB—%)

Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre, HKAPA

BEBEER BESRRERIIR

$105, $70, $90 (M), $60(M), $50(B) @

19-20 DEC | FRI-SAT | 7:30PM (19 DEC), 2:30PM (20 DEC)
Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums

EBE : (BEE)

Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre, HKAPA

BERELR ESRRHAIR

$90, $60, $85(M), $55(M), $45(B)

bt and latest updates on the Academy website:
www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
B ZHAR SR RN AL LNRHER:

www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
Unit on 2584 8633 o

EALTE
2584 8633

Academy News JEZ858:,

Edited and Published by #g %8 k% i it

Please stay tuned for programme arrangements
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21.11.2025 8:00 pm 22.11.2025 3:00 pm / 8:00 pm
Lyric Theatre, HKAPA Er&;ﬁﬁ&ﬁ_ﬁiﬁllﬁ'
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