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Synthesising Strengths for New Pathways

ZE1BS HARHMX

ubbed "Magistrate Iron Fist"

from his_time before the Bar,
Symon Wong has in recent years
transitioned from the legal field to
higher education sector. He taught at
City University of Hong Kong's School
of Law and served as a member of
the council at The Chinese University
ofyHong Kong. This year, Mr Wong
assumed the chairmanship of the
council at HKAPA.

The "lron Fist" nickname was

inspired both by his passion for
boxing and his firm-handed style in
court. Though his roles' may have
changed, his purpose has not.

"l was a mischievous kid who would
never have come this far without the
proper guidance," he admits. "I
intend to motivate the young by
example. Life is sometimes kick-
started by an 'aha' moment."
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Under Symon Wong's leadership, the Council of HKAPA aims to fine-tune managerial practices and guide the Academy towards

a higher level of professional development. TEE U EEHIESET

Symon Wong took lessons in martial arts from
childhood, finding a calling in both Muay Thai and
Taekwondo. By his teenage years, he was getting into
fights a little too frequently, so his family sent him to
Canada to continue his studies.

It wasn't an easy transition. He was at first plagued by
the adjustment issues that plunged him into frustration.

"One of the causes was my elder brother's contempt for
me," he recalls. "l just couldn't get over it. Then one day,
| had an epiphany: | must get my act together and make
up for lost time."

Mr Wong enrolled in university, graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Business
Administration in Canada. He entered the accounting
field but soon discovered that law was his real
interest. To earn tuition money, he found work as a
property agent in Toronto. After a few years, he went
to the United Kingdom to study law. In the early '90s,
Mr Wong returned to Hong Kong where he became a
practising barrister before being invited to join the
Hong Kong judiciary as a magistrate. Following his
retirement in 2016, he saw the chance to pivot to
higher education.

Personal Passion for Music

Mr Wong currently wears many hats, a legacy of his
time in the judiciary. He is a member of the Equal
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Opportunities Commission as well as the Competition
Commission. He provides training in criminal law to
the Hong Kong Police Force, the Hong Kong Customs
and Excise Department, and Hong Kong Correctional
Services Department.

Those roles all draw on his legal training. It may come
as more of a surprise that music is one of his passions.

" learnt how to drum, and formed a band with several
like-minded friends when | was young," he notes. "We
dabbled in simple rock 'n" roll before transitioning to
complex heavy metal sounds, like Deep Purple, Black
Sabbath, and Led Zeppelin."

Mr Wong stayed involved in music throughout his
student life in Canada. While working as a barrister in
Hong Kong, he took singing lessons on the side.

"As a boy, | didn't understand what my teachers meant
when they said art can mould one's temperament,” he
explains. "It was much later that | found resonance in
that statement. For instance, my mood affects how | feel
about the same piece of music or song from day to day;
but the song can also transform the way | receive it."

About Artistic Principles

Mr Wong continues to support the arts, since he
believes artistic creations influence society in a positive
way. But he underscores that art must abide strictly by
certain principles.

"What happened in 2019 had a huge impact on local

Symon Wong at FILMART 2026. Z4 5285 EEEREPRRARE °
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university students," he says. "My role here as Council
Chairman is to prevent similar incidents from happening,
and ensure attempts at soft resistance will not infiltrate
creative works."

Mr Wong emphasises that he takes gatekeeping very
seriously. He also advises students to inform themselves
about social realities.

"All tertiary institutions should be clear about one
thing: as recipients of government subsidy, our
policies should align with those of the government
because their policy is part of national policy. It is the
duty of institutions to comply."

Mr Wong also hopes to bridge communication between
the authorities and the Academy. "We will ensure the
depth and diversity of art and encourage creativity, only
on the condition that art toes the red line."

Understanding is a crucial part of adaptation in any
relationship. Mr Wong is of the view that the local arts
industry offers limited opportunities for development.
He advises performing artists to explore opportunities
in the Mainland before looking farther afield.

"Success would not come to those too focused on
money, who would only head north when a job presents
itself," he warns. "Young people should endeavour to
understand all facets of their country, and seek out
prospects there."

He draws again on his experience in the legal field. Mr
Wong points out that sitting qualifying exams in the
Greater Bay Area has allowed Hong Kong's legal
practitioners to practise in many cities. Similarly, the
Academy should set its sights beyond Hong Kong by
fortifying connections with local and the Mainland
groups to give students a bigger stage.

"Performance is application," he says. "You don't play
to your strength or progress by sitting in the classroom.
In martial arts, if your moves are never put to the test,
they're useless. Theory doesn't get you anywhere in
the real world. | encourage students to interact more
actively with the Mainland."

Brand with Great Potential

The performing arts industry is often considered a
"dream factory". Mr Wong observes that many parents
today still question the commitment of their offspring if
they take up performing arts studies at the Academy.
Likening HKAPA in jest to a promising investment
bond, he says he aims to set right misconceptions
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The Academy is ranked 10" in the 2026 QS World University
Rankings for Performing Arts and 1* in Asia. Symon Wong believes
that this achievement strengthens the "Study in Hong Kong"
brand and Hong Kong's reputation as a world-class higher
education destination. ;E 2 £ [T 2026 FQSH R K2 L2 H 5
£ (REBM) 2IRE+ > TNE— - UKD AEERAER
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and win the support of parents.

"The six Schools have no shortage of first-rate
equipment and professional talent," he points out.
"They have nurtured big-name graduates such as Tse
Kwan-ho and Wong Cho-lam who started out in Hong
Kong and landed on even greater platforms in the
Mainland. Students can certainly take a leaf out of
their books."

In the 2026 QS World University Rankings for
Performing Arts, released at the end of March, HKAPA
ranks first in Asia, and 10" worldwide. Mr Wong
believes this is a recognition of the Academy's years
of unwavering hard work.

"This outcome is not only a convincing reason to study
in Hong Kong; it highlights the city's growing leverage
on the international higher education sector," he insists.
"We are immensely grateful to the government for its
continued support, and look forward to enhancing
collaborations with our various partners to advance
arts education and cultural transmission, thereby
further strengthening Hong Kong's role as a hub for
international cultural exchange."

Mr Wong observes that the value of HKAPA brand
rises as more and more graduates are recognised for
their achievements. He reminds students that, while
building on the success of their predecessors, they
should also pay attention to fundamentals, abide by
the principles of professional ethics, and be
productive team players.

"It's a process where consistent actions accumulate
to produce long-term results," he states. "But a
single misstep can destroy everything. Trust takes
years to build, seconds to break." With that, he
encourages students to value what they have and
honour every opportunity.

Disciplined Self-care Regimen

No matter how packed his schedule, Mr Wong is
always full of energy and has a mind sharp as a tack.
Apart from regular exercise, he maintains healthy
dietary habits. "I make sure I'm 70% full at every
meal," he explains. "Excessive intake burdens the
body. | finish my dinner at least three hours before
bedtime to give the digestive system ample time to
work, and not overload internal organs during sleep."
He also makes sure he gets sunlight daily as it helps
to regulate his moods and his circadian rhythm. &
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Symon Wong aspires to guide the younger generation
towards a deeper understanding of the Mainland's
history, culture and development through education.
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The Academy Ranks 10" in the 2026 QS World University Rankings

for Performing Arts and 1% in Asia

REEBMREE 2026 £ QS tHRAKBBRHIR (RIFE)
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HKAPA has once again ranked 10" in the 2026 QS
World University Rankings for Performing Arts and \1%hin
Asia. Mr Symon Wong, Council Chairman of the
Academy, said, "The Academy remains one of the
world's leading centres of excellence in delivering
outstanding performing arts education and advancing
international cultural exchange. This recognition affirms
our long-standing commitment to nurturing the next
generation of performing arts talent and reflects the
dedication of our entire community. It also reinforces the
‘Study in Hong Kong' brand and underscores Hong
Kong's growing reputation as a world-class higher
education destination. We are sincerely grateful to the
Government for its unwavering support and look forward
to deepening partnerships with our stakeholders to
further advance arts education, preserve cultural
heritage, and contribute to Hong Kong's role as an East-
meets-West centre for international cultural exchange. |
believe the Academy will continue to set new
benchmarks in artist training and pioneer innovative
approaches to teaching and learning."

Professor Anna CY Chan, Director of the Academy,
added, "As Hong Kong's only higher education
institution dedicated to the performing arts, the Academy
is greatly encouraged by this recognition, which affirms
the strength of our interdisciplinary programmes across
Chinese Opera, Dance, Drama, Film and Television,
Music, and Theatre and Entertainment Arts. The ranking
not only reflects our steadfast commitment to excellence
but also reinforces our leadership in Asia and across the
Greater Bay Area and the Mainland. It provides strong
impetus for our next phase of development, including the
Northern Metropolis campus. In alignment with the
National 15" Five-Year Plan, we will continue to nurture
high-calibre cultural talent, promote Chinese culture,
strengthen regional and international collaboration, and
advance high-quality growth and deeper national
integration. We are grateful for the continued support of
the Government, the Academy Council, and our
community as we further contribute to the development
of the cultural and creative industries." &
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HKAPA Open Day Draws a Crowd of about 7,000 Visitors
for Over a Hundred Free Activities Celebrating Creativity and
Expanding the Horizons of Performing Arts
EFRREBREAMARSIA 7,000 A2 HEHIZREREEMNEE
—E REE2RUNBIZREE IRRAREZNRE

On 8 March, the Academy presented a collaborative
showcase of over 100 free performing arts activities
attracting about 7,000 visitors to the Wanchai Main Campus
and the Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus in Pokfulam.

Professor Anna CY Chan, Director of the Academy, said,
"We were truly delighted to welcome members of the
public to our Academy Open Day and to share the joy and
excitement of the performing arts with the wider
community. It was heartwarming to see families, students,
friends and some first-time comers gather to enjoy more
than 100 engaging activities across our two distinctive
campuses — the vibrant Wanchai Main Campus and the
historic Béthanie Campus. Open Day is always a special
occasion for us. Beyond showcasing what we do, it is
about creating moments of fun, inspiration and connection.
Seeing laughter in our studios, applause in our theatres,
and curiosity in every corner of the campus reminded us
how the performing arts can uplift spirits and bring people
closer together. For over four decades, the Academy has
been committed not only to nurturing outstanding talent,
but also to enriching the cultural life of our community. We

R
HKAPA 5535'" =

Group photo of the Academy management at the opening ceremony.
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are grateful for the overwhelming support and are honoured
to contribute to the joy and vibrancy of our society through
events like this." &
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Concert was well-received by the audience. Z44& & FimEE »
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Actor training showcase. &RiEIFELSTHRE ©
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Cantonese opera excerpt performance. B|SEELE o
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Members of the public toured the 150-year-old Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus.

ACADEMY NEWS ®Ei®EH | MAY - JUNE 2026 ISSUE

Visitors participated in virtual production and embarked on a
fantastical journey of filmmaking. AR EEHNE » FREBR
ERIZFLINRAR ©
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Yury Shadrin, Head of Keyboard Studies of School of Music,
Envisions the Future of Piano Education

REDREHSRBENRTEVEMN KESHEHIRRK

Newly appointed Head of Keyboard Studies in the Academy's School of Music, Yury
Shadrin hopes to instill artistic excellence through uncompromising technical mastery
and a deeply personal voice at the keyboard. "I want students to embrace cultural
fluency—honouring international piano traditions while fearlessly fusing them. Above all, |
aim to nurture collaborative creativity, resilience, integrity, and lifelong curiosity, so they
become not just fine pianists, but thoughtful, innovative artists."

Beyond solo performance, Yury places the emphasis on versatility and collaboration.
"Students need to develop versatility in chamber music, accompaniment,
contemporary repertoire and technology,” he said. "Besides that, it is important to
cultivate an entrepreneurial spirit—learning to create opportunities through networking,
while protecting your wellbeing and staying actively engaged with Hong Kong's vibrant
arts community. That balance of artistry and adaptability is what builds a lasting career."

Yury finds inspiration in the exceptional drive of the Academy students and the dynamic creative energy of Hong Kong.
Leading students from disciplined technique to confident, original artistry, especially through cross disciplinary collaboration,
he sees his role as shaping the next generation of piano leaders who will enrich Asia's cultural future. &
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Academy Productions Photo Gallery ;B2 8 {EFSZEIRE

Academy Opera: La Cenerentola
HEWME ¢ (RIERD. -~
24-25,27-28.3.2026

Academy Drama: Findihg the Sun by Edward Albee
RERE : (B~ ABEEE) — B8%E - W@
3] 16-21.3:2026

Director #55&: Nancy Yuen B2 More photos
Photos by ##%: Ka Lam @ On the paper EE2:c) oy

Director #)%: Vee Leong /12712
Photos by #3#%: Studio Parabolica
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'THE HOMECOMING: ARISTO SHAM | Where the Future Meets the Future)
Concluded Successfully

NRIEsHRERM | RRBRKEK) BEwER

HKAPA successfully hosted "THE HOMECOMING:
ARISTO SHAM | Where the Future Meets the Future"
on the afternoon of Saturday, 28 March 2026, at the
William Au Concert Hall of the Academy. The event was
presented as an afternoon of open masterclass,
dialogue, and live performance.

Aristo Sham, distinguished alumnus of the Junior
Music Programme (JMP) of the Academy and 2025
Van Cliburn Gold Medalist and Audience Award
winner, presented an open masterclass, in which he
worked with current JMP students, offering hands-on
guidance and insights drawn from his international
performing experience. Aristo Sham said, "I'm truly
grateful to return to the Academy to share the love
and joy of music at an institution incredibly meaningful
to my development."

Joining Aristo were accomplished JMP alumni Angela
Chan (Violin, 2024 Joseph Joachim Violin Competition
First Prize Winner), Chris Choi (Viola, 2013 Alice and
Eleonore Schoenfeld International String Competition -
Chamber Music Division - First Prize Winner), and
Thomas Hung (Cello, Commendation from the Hong
Kong Home Affairs Bureau in 2012). Together, they
took part in a dialogue with the Academy Director
Professor Anna CY Chan. The event also presented a
performance of Brahms' Piano Quartet No. 1 in G
minor, Op. 25, brought to life through the distinctive
artistry of JMP alumni.

Highlights r’;,ﬁ:l'
RN EI x

Professor Anna CY Chan, remarked, "Through our
comprehensive junior programmes in music, dance and
Chinese opera, we provide aspiring artists with early,
professional-level training under expert guidance, fostering
artistic expression and technical excellence." &
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The Academy Showcased at
the Hong Kong International Film & TV Market 2026
FHREDRSTHETFEEIRRRRE 2026

We are happy to share that the Academy's School
of Film and Television (FTV) participated in this year's
Hong Kong International Film and TV Market
(FILMART). Council Chairman Mr Symon Wong and
Dean of FTV Dr Terry Lam officiated at the kick-off
ceremony, delivering encouraging speeches to mark
the occasion. At the event, Dr Terry Lam shared his
professional insights during two talks. &
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The Nexus Ensemble U.S. Cultural Exchange Tour Promoted the
Artistic Excellence of the Academy
Nexus ELEEEZFE RN EZPRNSEHENKTE

The Academy's School of Music presented the Nexus
Ensemble U.S. Cultural Exchange Tour, which travelled
to Seattle, San Francisco, and Los Angeles from 30
March to 9 April. Supported by the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office in San Francisco, the tour
featured public performances, elite institutional visits,
and educational exchanges with top U.S. music schools
and conservatories, showcasing the Academy's artistic
excellence on a global stage. The Nexus Ensemble
engaged in meaningful cultural dialogue and artistic
exchange with international musicians through the

power of music. &
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SCHOOL OF DANCE SUMMER PERFORMANCES
ERBEREZRL
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1-2.5.2026 8:00 pm 2.5.2026 3:00 pm
Lyric Theatre, HKAPA & EREER RNEIPR

Ticketing and Details
BREEFE:
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6-9.5:2026 7:30 pm 9.5.2026 2:30
RitaTong Liu Drama Theatre, HKAPA
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Z, The Hong I%ong Academy
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Performing Arts
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Ticketing and Details
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27 APR - 2 MAY | MON-SAT | 7:45PM, 2:45 PM (2 MAY) | AU
Academy Drama: Monsun by Anja Hilling

REHR (RE) — 2HB-FF

$95, $80(M), $50(B) @ @

1-2 MAY | FRI-SAT | 8:00 PM, 3:00 PM (2 MAY) | AL
Academy Dance: School of Dance Summer Performances
REEE BHEEREFEE

$115, $80, $100(M), $70(M), $55(B) @ @

6-9 MAY | WED-SAT | 7:30 PM, 2:30 PM (9 MAY) | AD
Academy Drama: The Wonderful World of Dissocia by
Anthony Neilson

REHR (FORBLE) — RRE-EEHF

$105, §70, $90 (M), $60(M), $50(B) @ @&

29-30 MAY | FRI-SAT | 7:30 PM | AD
Academy Chinese Opera: Gongs and Drums
B (BHE)

$105, $70, $90(M), $60(M), $50(B) © @&

ACADEMY NEWS RE@MH | MAY - JUNE 2026 ISSUE 14

ACADEMY EVENTS IN MAY - JUNE

@ DRAMA @ DANCE CHINESE OPERA @ MUSIC OTHER
52 3] |534:2] = Hith
13JUN | SAT | 8:00PM | AD
Sunset Concert 2026
BES%® 2026
TBC®

23-27 JUN | TUE-SAT | 12:00 NN-8:30 PM | AU

TEA Graduate Exhibition 2026 - Technical Production &

Management, Media Design & Technology
BRUEERITEERE 2026 — REEHER - REZ28ER

Free event REEIE © @

23-27 JUN | TUE-SAT | 12:00 NN-8:30 PM | AD

TEA Graduate Exhibition 2026 - Theatre Design Department
ABRMFEMBERE 2026 — JFEEHFR

Free event &R

VENUE #5th KEY &%

AD Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre, HKAPA The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
EHEEZN BSBBEEER EHEESREE

AU Studio Theatre, HKAPA (B) Full-time students, senior citizens aged 65 or above, people with disabilities
FERBEE NRAS 2 AHIRE 65 AR EER  BEAL

AL Lyric Theatre, HKAPA (M) Academy Alumni Association

BRRESR Rk

www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

REMARKS #3t

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule

should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest

announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please

contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or emall vp@hkapa edu. 12
, P E

REBERRRKERE

Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website:

BB ZHEREERNAN EAHRFESR: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of 1icket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance

7z 2
Y, The Hong I%gpg Academy A Main Campus AR
~ Performing Arts

A S i T —Y
Ll AVA 1 F}Iougester Road, Wanf:hau HK %r%gﬁ"%iﬂ}f jﬁ
Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus A2 & R E
139 Pokfulam Road, HK &#5EHkiiE 13995
Tel 3% : 2584 8500 | Fax T : 2802 4372

caringorganisation

Email &% : communications@hkapa.edu
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