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King Sir with School of Drama'fEcGI;y members. King Sirfi—REBIS R HBE -

For over three decades, the School of Drama has nurtured many outstanding drama talents,
whose success has been built on the cornerstone laid by Founding Dean Dr Chung King-fai

(King Sir) during his 18 years at the Academy.

EBRBRATEN  FEBHREIERTEL (King Sir) REIBRFHSEE - LR M18FRAIAE

As the Academy celebrates its 35" anniversary, King Sir,
who retired in 2001, returned to the campus and
reminisced about the early years of the School of Drama
and the development of Hong Kong’s drama scene.

When King Sir entered the Academy’s new annex, the
teaching facilities echoed with his fond memories of his
old students and his hopes for recent alumni and current
students. Happily, the visit showed him that the latest
additions to the campus reflected continued growth from
the seeds he sowed many years ago.

When the School was officially founded in 1985, one year
after the establishment of the Academy, it became Hong
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Kong’s first provider of professional tertiary drama
education. Thousands of people, including full-time theatre
actors, applied to enrol as soon as the doors were opened.
King Sir, who was invited in 1983 to become Founding
Dean of Drama, brought a wealth of experience to the
Academy after 23 years of lecturing at Hong Kong Baptist
College, as it then was, but said that the setting up of a
new School presented an enormous challenge.

“As a school of drama for Hong Kong students, there need to be
Cantonese-speaking tutors. But back then, not many locals who
worked in the field had received formal dramatic training,” King
Sir recalled. He therefore needed to cast the net wide to find
people to teach drama, including Dr Fredric Mao Chun-fai.

The next challenge was curriculum design. “What lessons
should we have? How should our teaching support Hong
Kong’s drama scene? How could we help our students
develop their theatrical careers?” With a bachelor’s
degree in Speech and Drama from Oklahoma Baptist
University and a master’s degree in Fine Arts from Yale
University's School of Drama, King Sir aspired to bring
Yale’s theoretical and practical approaches to Hong Kong
and establish a broad and cultured drama school.

“When you are devoted to an art, you have to know its
history, including that of its methods and techniques, if you
want to master it,” said King Sir. “The rules of art are there to
be broken, not to be complied with. An
art student should learn history and
theories, and keep reflecting and
practising until their individuality takes
shape.” King Sir himself is an erudite
scholar. Almost every issue of Dramatic
Arts, a series published by the School of
Drama, included pieces by him, such as
art reviews and essays on different
dramatic styles — a reflection of his
belief in learning as the cornerstone of
the dramatic arts.

The dramatic arts constitute, in King
Sir’s words, “the art form closest to
humans”. He therefore requires his
students to work hard towards
acquiring good manners. “Drama is not
a one-man show. Backstage, actors
must work with lighting technicians,
costume managers and other people.
Onstage, they must of course interact

gl

King Sir’s stage performance . King Sirf£& &
B e

King Sir in his 20s
(taken in the United
States). tZEREH
King Sir (R %E])
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King Sir had taken students on many exchanges tours. This photo was taken at the School’s
performance tour in the UK in 1992 during which the students were visited by the late Princess
Diana. (Photo courtesy of Volume 6 of Dramatic Arts and the 33 anniversary book of the School
of Drama.) King Sif&# A2 £ 2 IMbRR o EEHIMN992F2RAREINEL » BERER
MERER o (BHE (HBEM) FAPNSZAHEISRIBEFSET )

with one other.” Despite the plentiful opportunities for
practice at the Academy, King Sir believes the years of
academic study only provide the basics for aspiring actors,
since “it takes time to apply and master the art of drama.
After graduation, they must continue to work hard, think
hard and be brave enough to innovate.”

As the School of Drama continues to nurture drama talent,
how close does King Sir think that it is to reaching his
founding goals? “Of course, that depends on the
accomplishments of individual graduates,” said King Sir.
“But what | can say is that for over 30 years, our graduates
have been active in different fields, from theatre to film to
TV production, with their contributions to society frequently
being recognised, which is very pleasing.”

While he spoke highly of developments in the local drama
scene, King Sir would like to see more original plays by
local playwrights. “In the beginning, the School of Drama
focused on developing actors, and then directors. After
that, we began to run playwriting courses. For the local
drama scene to thrive, these three roles are equally
important,” King Sir explained. “Actors, backstage
technicians and directors have great career prospects
nowadays, but there are not many local playwrights. We
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have Poon Wai-sum, Matthew
Cheng, Candace Chong Mui-ngam,
and Raymond To, who is from an
earlier generation. It is really too few.”

Hoping to provide more encouragement
and opportunities to playwrights, King
Sir cited the Best Playwright of the 2™
Chinese Theatre Awards, which was
recently awarded to the current Dean
of Drama, Professor Poon Wai-sum,
for his play Hu Xueyan, my Dear. King
Sir felt that this could be a milestone in
the development of local playwrights.

King Sir still returns to the Academy on
occasion to watch student
productions. Impressed by their
performances, King Sir thinks they
have the potential to take the local
drama scene to new heights. He
encourages students to keep learning,
as he himself tries to do. “It is

Delivering a speech as the guest of honour for the 2015/16
Academy graduation ceremony. King Sirfd2015/16;8 22z 2
EHBREIIRES  FHABHOB-—RBEE -

important to read more, practise more, watch more, and think
more. Continue to push yourself even after leaving the
Academy, as different experiences will add depth to your
dramatic range.” s
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King Sir's 80" birthday party. King SirfJ80A % °
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More about King Sir’s days at the School of Drama
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King Sir's recent visit to the School, sharing his experiences with
current Drama students. King Sir 7~ B3 2123 5 SR8 4 357 ©
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The Academy is pleased to note that in the latest QS World University Rankings announced in February it is ranked 1% in Asia and 13"
globally in the category of performing arts with the Academy celebrating its 35" Anniversary this year. The Academy continues to aspire to
maintain the highest levels of excellence in its work in performing arts education, nurturing young and emerging talent in the performing
arts and importantly, enriching the cultural life of the Hong Kong community. s
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The 35" Anniver: Academy Festival Presents

| have always wanted our students to experience the dramatic
power of “devising theatre” and the “work-in-progress”
performance model.

Mnemonic, written and devised by Complicité, is about memories.
Memories are entwined with history on various levels. People today are
living under many layers of protective shields. To avoid being harmed,
we cocoon ourselves within the false image that we want to present to
the world. Subconsciously we create some memories that we wish to
remember. In other words, we rarely, if not never, live as our true self.

Being brave enough to expose some wounds is already a huge leap
forward. We should live the moment, so that we will not fade away in history!

The School of Drama works with the School of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts and iHub to employ the cutting-edge technology
to experiment with different multimedia effects, immersing the
audience in a spectrum where reality and fantasy are blurred to offer

a whole new visual experience.
Roy Szeto

Director

e A
s e s £ AR

”
-{.3

—EREEEARE [#RIFBIS] (Devising theatre) HIENEINE
M EMEETH ] (Workin Progress) HOEHIES -
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Performances made possible by kind permission of Complicité, London.

and Dawn wa!

Drama, in

ye ot
written by

Professor Poon Wai-sum,-Deat

_Dlusl '
'Dawn

[

3s his master Ma




A
'v

4 Seven distinguished alumni (from left) Amos
Wong, Anthony Yan, Ben Yuen, Anthony Wong,
Jessey Tsang, Kearen Pang and Sunny Chan
shared their views on Hong Kong film industry
at the Elite Alumni Sharing Session. thAEER
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The Academy held its 35" Anniversary Open Day on 3 March, drawing over 11,000 visitors to the n
Wanchai and the Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus in Pokfulam to participate in more than a
programmes prepared by the students and faculty members of the six Schools. A
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¥ Interactive drama session. HEIEEIRE °

A Backstage visit. 2828 o

|
|
/

4 A Cappella Performance at the Béthanie
4 Dance demonstration. ZFERI5:R ©

Landmark Heritage Campus. {AX[E & AL
AMEARESIBRE

4. Cantonese opera experience through virtual reality.
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The 35" Anniversary Academy Festival Presents
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The School of Chinese Opera is delighted to present four
Cantonese opera excerpts with contrasting styles and
performance techniques. Demonstrating the traditional style of
Cantonese opera, Gongs and Drums will showcase expertise of
students from the music and the performance streams.

Directed by renowned Hong Kong Cantonese opera veteran
Sun Kim-long, two excerpts from The Nymph of the Luo River,
‘Bridal Chamber’ and ‘Writing on the Court’, will be enlivened
on stage. 'Given Sash' from Magic Lotus Lantern is a romantic
piece while White Dragon Pass features a stage fighting scene
with the use of stage weaponry and combat techniques. &

31.5 & 1.6. 2019
iE_E 7:30pm

$45 - $90
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Tickets are available one month prior to the show at
HK Ticketing's and URBTIX's box offices
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1 Mon | 7:30pm | AR

(&)
Free event &R HEIE (#)

1-3 Mon-Wed | HKJCA

O
(&)

Details & Enquiries:
HRRES:

www.hkco.org
2 Tue|6:30pm| AR
Free event R B H(#)

4 Thu|6:30pm|AR

®)
?)

Free event 2 EEIH (#)

5'6 Fri-Sat | 8pm | AL

$880, $680, $380, $616(S),
$476(S), $266(S), $680(W),
$680(R)

6 sat|7:45pm | HKJCA

O

$1000(V), $680, $580,
$480, $380, $384(SA),
$304(SA), $580(W)

7 sun|6pm|AR

@)
(&

Free event 2 & EIH (#)
8 Mon|6:30pm | AR
Free event & B & H (#)

9 Tue | 6:30pm | AR

(&)
Free event R E & B (#)

9-10 Tue-Wed | 8pm | AL

O

$880, $680, $380, $616(S),
$476(S), $266(S), $680(W),
$680(R)

10 wed|3pm|AR

Free event Bl E (#)
5:30pm | AR

@)
%)

Free event R EEHE (#)

Free event R EENHE (#)

11 Thu|7:30am|AH

O
(&)

Free event R EHE (#)

11-12 Thu-Fri|6:30pm | AR

@)
()

Free event R B & E (#)

12 Frij2pm|AR

@)
()

Free event R EEHE (#)
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12 Fri|spm|AL

O

$880, $680, $380, $616(S),
$476(S), $266(S), $680(W),
$680(R)

13 sat|3pm|AR

@)
(%)

Free event £ EEiH (#)

Free event R RETH (#)
16 Tue|6:30pm|AR
(&)
Free event R & H (#)

7:30pm | AH

@)
()

Free event R EHH (#)
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24 wed|6:30pm | AR 27 sat|3pm|AR

(&)
Free event R EIE (#)

25-26 Thu-Fri|

6:30pm | AR

O 5:30pm | AH
(&)

Free event 2B EIH (#)

26 Fri|2pm|AR

O
Q

Free event 2 B8 E (#)

VENUE &1t

Academy Concert Hall

REERTRE

Academy Lyric Theatre

RE2RHREIR

Academy Recital Hall

BEBRERRE

The Hong Kong Jockey Club Amphitheatre
EREESEREMR

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
EERESREE
Restricted View

AR H B

Full-time students

2HEIRE

Senior citizens over 60 or above
60 R A LER

VIP Ticket
VIP FIZR

People with wheelchair
wmRAL

The Academy free event; tickets are released half
an hour before the start of the performance at the
Academy Box Office on a first-come, first-served basis

REBREHE - ASSFTREHAFNRERERRE

Free event 2 EEIH (#)

Free event R EEiE (#)

28 Sun |4pm | AH 30 Tue | 7:30pm | AH

O

Free event £ B & H (#)

$300, $200, $100(S),

$100(SA) 7:30pm | HKJCA

29 Mon | 7om | AR

®)
(&)

Free event R HEH (#)
$380, $180

30 Tue | 7om | AR

(&)
Free event £ B & H (#)

REMARKS fi &

The programme information is correct at the time of going to
press but the organiser reserves the right to change programme
information or schedule should unavoidable circumstances dictate.
Please refer to the latest announcements on the Academy website
as final. For further details, please contact the Academy Box Office
on 2584 8514.

EATMGEDE  MBEHEER  THEBEREXRTEERREH
xR —YUNREBREAEZERFAMAE - FAFBETAIHE 2584
8514 AIRBRHRREEH °

Check the most up-to-date diary online

R LERSHBER

www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy
by prior arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact
our Customer Services Department on 2584 8633 for further
details.

HESERREREARKALTEARE - FETRFRY - UEFES
EEH B R - FH1EERE 2584 8633 BHIHEH -

If

please register at this link.

RTH&LUEFANGREERREEN - OB AEEE -

v.Z5 The Hong Kong Academ
W 8 forg J A
~

31 288 288 www.hkticketing.com

BOX OFFICES

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts — Wanchai

The Academy's Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus - Pokfulam

Asia World Expo - Lantau Island

K11 Select - Tsimshatsui

D - Park — Tsuen Wan

Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre — Wanchai

Hong Kong International Trade & Exhibition Centre — Kowloon Bay

Tom Lee Music Limited — Western District, Aberdeen, Causeway Bay,
Wanchai, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon Bay, Shatin, Tsuen Wan, Tseung Kwan O,
Tsing Yi, Yuen Long, Tai Po, Tuen Mun, Olympian City, Hung Hom

CUSTOMER SERVICE FEE

Ticket purchased over the counter: HK$8/ ticket

Online Booking (www.hkticketing.com) and ticket purchase hotline
(31 288 288): HK$15/ticket. There are additional charges for mail and
courier delivery where applicable. Enquiries: 2584 8514

REFUND AND EXCHANGES

We regret that the Box Office is unable to refund money or exchange
tickets. Please examine tickets carefully as it may not be possible to
rectify mistakes at a later date.

GROUP BOOKING DISCOUNT

A 10% discount is offered to group bookings of 10 or more tickets for
the same Academy programme in one transaction, only available at
the Academy Box Office. Group Booking Discount cannot be used in
conjunction with other Academy ticket discounts. The Academy reserves
the right to amend these terms without prior notice.

BOX OFFICE ENQUIRIES

For enquiries about the performances at the Academy (other than
reservations), call the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 during opening
hours. The Box Office counter is open Monday — Saturday from 12 noon
to 6pm and additionally on performance days remains open until half an
hour after the last performance start time.

PARKING

Limited hourly charged car parking available on site, Octopus card
required for access and payment.

BETHANIE MUSEUM
The Museum and guided tours of the building are open to the public.
Advance bookings are available at Hong Kong Ticketing outlets.

you wish to receive Academy’s information in electronic format,

Main Campus &3

Oyears+ Tel £ : 2584 8500 | Fax {#H : 2802 4372

139 Pokfulam Road, HK & &5k 13955
/ Email &8 : communications@hkapa.edu
caringorganisation

ey T o

R AT 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, HK &#&&{F& LT85
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts welcomes your support to our students who are future artists for Hong Kong and the region. Most
of the funds received will be used as scholarships to enable highly talented and deserving students to pursue their studies in the performing arts.

The funds will also support capital projects, overseas study tours and other student related activities. Please act now!

BEREZRFROHRMBLLT - RIEEETEREABRKEMRE—2 | BRBIRSGIASMISINGRAMERIERSE -
FEAERBNSL > JRBERREMNHIERE - SMENNSRFSRIE - BHBEEHNEER E‘rt’ﬂ%ﬂﬁ%éﬂ o BRI |

Donation Form 53K 4&

| would like to make a donation to support The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

RREBMAXHESBERER -
Donation Amount 83U %E :

| agree that my donation will be used to apply for the Hong Kong Government’s Matching Grant, and my name will be disclosed to the Hong Kong Government
for the application.

BAREERERREASTA/MENRNPET BN RMEIE

Donor Particulars I8V AZE R

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr/Ms/Mrs/ Dr/ Prof)
IBRASSEEE (B /LTI RABL/HUIR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BH8 AR (0ER EMARR) |

Address i3l :
Tel BEE : Email & :
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address
HEBXEFIBIUUIEE LW B BRI )
Signature 572 : Date 558 :
Remarks fist
* A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.
. . . . . . H 0 E S=h
»  Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while donation of Online Donation %@L}ﬁ TA
:K$I0,09? c;r abovelwilldalso be ;{(t:rl:ncwleddgeiin Aca;delgny Alnnual Repoof;t Donation by credit card is available online at:
. ease mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, = RIS DL R AE T4 = 2
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, | Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong RN REREEI MBILETH LR
*  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”. WWW,hkaPa.edu/giving
- BIUES 100 THL LISERIUBIFIORME - i
- IBEREIE 5,000 THLLE - EESRIGEEMISHRIAEN | BIBHE10000 THL > [=] %1 [=]

BESR SIS FRIERS -
¢ FEHZRBEGIR:ER  FOETBEFSLTITE R SERESRDREW -
© XRIBREFER (EEEESR, -
For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852)2584 8863 or email at dev@hkapa.edu. E
NEES - EGIZNE (852)2584 8863 EELZ dev@hkapa.edu EAIBRERRHE

Personal Information Collection INEBA BRI

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies
with the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy
intends to use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes.

SERESRFGEET (BAGR (T11B) &) - DFSREBAGHIENEREE - Al - BESRSRRE TETRASHRERATIRE - BRSRIGHKE (BAZH (AE) K1) - ERRIIBRIRERNBEAEMED
HEHE « B EETHERRRFIHERAE -




